UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D C. 20656

February 6, 1991

The Honorable Robert 5. Walker
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, 0.C, 20815

Dear Cungressnan Walker:

I am respunding to your letter of January ¢3, 1991, in which you forwarded

a constituent's request for a listing, including locations of all U,S. nuclear
power plents, and inquiry concerning security at nuclear power plants tor the
Prevention of terrorist attacks. Enclosed is a copy of NUREG-1350,
‘Infurmation Digest," which, on pages 17-2Z, shows the location of all U.S.
coumercial nuclear power plant sites,

We share your interest in safeguarding U.S. citizens and assure you the L.S,
Nuclear Pegulatory Commission ?hRC) is monitoring the current threat envircnment,
The NRC staff performs a number of taske to assess the threat environment arouid
the world, The staff maintains close and continuing contact with other Federal
agencies concerned with counterterrorism, including regular interagency meetings.
These contacts with other Federal agencies would also be exercised during an
emergen-y response to a terrorist incident. Also, on a daily basis, the staff
reviews and evaluates intelligence reports on terrorists' activities and
incidents, and assesses all reported threats against NRC Ticensees, meterials,
or activities. Once every 6 months, the staff formally documents its analysis
of the threat environment and provides this enalve*: 1. e Commission and
senior NKC management, To date, =z sigw.*3Zihl chanye in the threat environment
to U.S. licensed nucleay 4. 11ties has cccurred which would require a change

to NRC safeguards re¢lations,

NRC regulatiouns require nuclear power plant licensees to provide safeguaras
measures designed tc protect against a threcat from ingider and external
sabotage with characteristics typical of those employed by terrurists., The
external threat characteristics include several well-trained and dedicated
individuals witn weapons up to and including hand-held automatic weapon: having
effecti - long-range cccuracy, incapacitating aoents, and explosives. Sorme of
the messires required by the NRC tu protect against these threats dnclt 2 @
security guard organization which contains a specific number of dedicated
responders, physical barriers, alarm sensors, and closed circuit television at
the perimeter. In addition, nuclear power plant licensees must have contingency
glans for various event scenarics including protecting acainst a truck bomb.

he public health and safety is &lso enhanced by the thick, reinfurced concrete
walls typical at most plants and by the diversity and redundancy of ~ifety
equipment which is able to maintain & plant in a cafe condition.
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The Honorable Robert S, Walker « 2 -

In the event of a terrorist threat or incident, o number of Federal, State,
and local agencies would respond, Loucal law enforcement would respond
immediately to an incident at a site. The Federa) Bureau of Investigation
(FBI) would also respond and would have primary jurisdiction for law
enforcement. The FBI can rall upon the Department of Defense for support as
needed. Other agencies, in addition to the NRC, that could become involved
include the U.S, Department of Energy and the Federal Emergency Management
Agency.

1 trust that this respunse adequately addresses your constituent's inquiry,

Sincerely,

-
afics M, Taflor

xecutive Director
for Operations

Enclusure:
NUREG-1350



UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON O € 20686

February €, 199

The honorab'e kobert S. e iker

.S, house OT Representetives
washingten, 0.C, 208)6

Dear Cungressner nalker:

| am respunging tu your letter ot yarnyary ;3‘ 1991. in which you Torwerded

é cerstituent's request for @ listing, fncluding lucations of @11 U.S. nuclear
power picrts, and inquiry concerring security at nuclear power plants 1or the
prevert of terrurast atiacks, Encloted is @ zopy ¢F NUREG-]2EC,

timore, un Digest," which, on pages 17.¢¢, shows the location ¢f .11 U.S,
coliercia) ruclear power plant sites

We Sharv ) cur interest n safeglarCing U.S. citizens and assure you the U.S,
Kuclear Fegu’atch Commissior [NKC) is nenitoring the current threet environment,
The KAC staty performs a number of tashe 1o 2ssess the threat environment aruund
the world., The staff maintains close end continuing contact with other Feceral
agencies concerned with counterterrorisn, including regular interagency meetings,
These cuntects with other Feders: wyencies wovld alsu be exercised during en
emergency response 10 & terrorist incident. Also, on a daily basis, the staff
reviews anc evaluates irtelligence reports on terrorists' activities end

nCicents, ang assesses oli reported threats (geinst NRC licensees, ncterials,
or activities. Crnce every & menths, the stuff forma'', documenis its analysis
of the threat environment and crovides this enalvsis tu the Lomn~=s1on and
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