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.....* February 6, 1991

The Honorable Robert S. Walker
U.S~. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Walker:

I am responding to your letter of January 23,1991, in which you forwarded
a constituent's request for a listing, includirig locations of all U.S. nuclear

= power plants, and inquiry concerning security at nuclear power plants for the
greventionofterroristattacks. Enclosed is a copy of NUREG-1350,
Information Digest," which, on pages 17-22, shows the location of all U.S.

coumercial nuclear power plant sites.
_

We share your interest in safeguarding U.S. citizens and assure you the U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) is monitoring the current threat environment.
The NRC staff performs a number of tasks to assess the threat environment arour.d
the world.: The staff maintains close and continuing contact with other Federal
agencies concerned-with counterterrorisa, including regular interagency neetings.

'These contacts with other Federal agencies would also be exercised during an'
emergency response to a terrorist incident. Also,.on a daily basis, the staff
reviews and evaluates; intelligence reports on terrorists' activities and
incidents,=and assesses all. reported threats against NRC licensees, naterials,
or activities. Once~ every 6 months, the staff formally . documents its analysis

-of the threat environment and provides this snalyd ti iH Commission and
senior NRC_ management. -To date, na signin c s t change in_the threat environment
to.U.S. licensed nuclear facilities has occurred which would require a change
to NRC safeguards reculations.

NRC regulations require nuclear power plant licensees to provide safeguaras
measures designed to protect against a throat from it, sider and external
sabotage with characteristics typical of- those employed by terrorists. 'The
external threat characteristics include several well-trained and dedicated
individuals witn weapons up to and including hand-held automatic weapons having
effectis long-range cccuracy, incapacitating acents,- and explosives. Ser'e of
the met sures required by the NRC to protect against these threats incit h a-
security gaard organization which contains.a specific number of dedicated
responders,_ physical-barriers, alarm sensors, and closed circuit television at
the perimeter = In addition, nuclear power plant-licensees must have contingency

- plans _ for various event scenarios including protecting against a truck bomb.
The> public health and safety is also enhanced by the thick, reinforced concrete
walls typical-at most plants and by the diversity and redundancy of Sifety
equipment which is able_to maintain a plant in a safe condition. )
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In the event of a terrorist threat or incident, a number of Federol, State, |

end local agencies would respond. Local law enforcement would respond |
| inmediately to an incident at a site. The Federal Bureau of Investigation j

(FBI) would also respond and would heve primary jurisdiction for low| '

enforcement. The FBI can call upon the Department of Defense for support as i

needed. Other agencies, in addition to the NRC, that could become involved '

include the U.S. Department of Energy and the Federal Emergency Management
Agency.

I trust that this response adequately eddresses your constituent's inquiry.

Sincerely,

f
M.T4[$or,e' ae 3

/ xecutive Director
for Operations

Enclosure:
NUREG-1350

:
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'The Honorable Robert S. hiker
. U.S. House of Representatives
-Washington, D.C. 20515

,

Dear Congresstocr. Walker:

a cer:stituent'g tc your letter of January 3,1991, in which you forwardedI am respcnoin
s. request fcr a listing, including locations cf all U.S. nLclear

power pltrts and-inquiry concerr.ing securit) at nuclear power plants for the
prevert' ofterroristattLcks.,Encletedisaccpycf'HUREG.1MC,
? i niot mo .sn Digest," wnich, on pages 17 EE, shows the location cf .11 U.S.
comercial reclear power plant sites.

We share ; cur interest in safe
! Nuclear Fetulatory Connissier. guarding U.S. citizens and assure you the_ b S.(liRC) is.n.onitoring the current threat environment.
The NRC staff performs a number of tosL:, to assess the threat environment around
the world -- h staff maintcins close end continuing contact with other feceral
agenciec cor.cerned with counterterrortsu, .ircluding regular interagency neetings.

'These contacts with other feceral cgencies weeld also be exercised during an-
emergency response to a terrorist incident. .Also, on a daily basis, the staff
reviews and evaluates ir.telligence reports cn terrorists' activities and
incidents, and assesses all reported threats ig6 inst NRC licensees, octerials,
or' activities. Cnce every 6. months, the stuff formally' documents its analysis-

-of the ,tpreat environment and orovides ttg1 rag ,1vsis tc tgse Commission andana
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