
Ms. Vicki D. Jeffs, Supervisor iduit 3 0 ISM
Radioactive Materials Section
Radiation Control Branch
Cabinet for Human Resources
275 East Main Street
Frankfort, KY 40621-0001

| Dear Ms. Jeffs:

This is in response to your request for guidance regarding cremation / embalming
of deceased patients who have been injected with strontium-89. Specifically,
you asked if NRC is discouraging cremation of bodies of deceased patients who
have been treated with strontium-89. At this time, NRC is not discouraging
cremation of such deceased patients.

The Office of Nuclear Materials Safety and Safeguards is currently working on
an Information Notice on issues associated with the use of strontium-89 and
other beta emitting radiopharmaceuticals. One of the issues addressed is
safety considerations for managing patients who have been treated with
therapeutic doses of beta emitting radiopharmaceuticals. The Information
Notice is scheduled to be published in the near future. The information
provided in the Information Notice reflects the data from the United Kingdom,
which was enclosed with your letter.

In the Information Notice, licensees are referred to NCRP Report No. 37,
Precautions in the Management of Patients Who Have Received Therapeutic
Amounts of Radienuclides as a guide for persons concerned with care of
patients who have received therapeutic dosages of radionuclides. NRC
licensees are required to meet the requirements in 10 CFR 35.75, for the
release of patients who have been treated with byproduct material. NRC has
not established separate guidelines for the release of patients treated with
strontium-89. Based on our understanding of the doses normally administered,
these patients would not require hospitalization for radiation protection
purposes.

If you have any questions, please contact me or Lloyd Bolling at
(301) 504-2327.

Sincerely,

/S
Paul H. Lohaus, Deputy Director
Office of State Programs
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