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IMr. Dennis K. Rathbun,
Director
Office of Congressional Affairs |
Nuclear Regulatory Commission i

Washington, DC 20555 ;

,

Dear Mr. Rathbun: )
i

I have been contacted by Ms. Shari Plank of Fairfax, ;

Virginia, expressing concern about the exemption of the U.S. Navy !

and the Department of Energy from oversight by the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission. I am enclosing a copy of the
correspondence I've received.

I would appreciate it if you could review the letter and ;
'

provide me with any information you might have about the
circumstances of any exemptions and the reasons for it. Many |

"

thanks for your consideration.

Sincerely,
;

:&
Charles S. Robb
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'V 10302 Nantucket Court 703-323- % 15 Fairfax, VA 22032 ,-
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April 22,1994
.

'

The IIonorable Charles S. Robb .,

~ ~ ~
!

United States Senate
225 Russell Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510

,

.

%

Dear Sir: |..

I have become recently aware that government - under the smokescreen of |
national security - has secretly been permitting transport of highly radioactive materials I

by rail, without alerting communities along the route. The National Regulatory
Commission requires that states be given advanced noti 6 cation of radioactive materials.

If the waste operations are so safe, why is government denying the public to know
how it's transported and disposed of in this country? Apparently on January 25,1994
just such a clandestine consignment left the Naval Shipyard in Newport News, VA
enroute for disposal at the Idaho Engineering Lab (INEL). This was the third such
clandestine shipment that occurred.

'

Both the U.S. Navy and DOE enjoy an exemption from Nuclear Regulatory [-
Commission regulations. They claim that shipments are kept secret to protect them
from terrorist attack. But if Greenpeac6 and other anti-nuclear activists can track these
shipments, it seems likely that terrorist organizations could do the same. The real |
reason may be to simply keep the Navy's submarine waste operations clear of public )
scrutiny. A political cover like this tramples on the public's "right to know." -

s :
I urge you, as our Senator, to review these dybious Navy and DOE exemptions to

Nuclear Regulatory Commission regulations. / * ^ -

s i

I am an environmentally concerned citizen in Northern Virginia. |

Thank you for your continued good work as one of our state's senators.

Sincerely,

M N/ d2Lt

Shari Plank ,

.
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c NGRESSIONAL CORRESPONDENCE SYSTEK <

DOCUMENT PREPARATION CEECILIST

This checklist is he submitted with each document (or group et
Qs/As) sent for . ing into the CCS. y,

1. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DOCUMENT (S)
- '' (0'

2. TYFt Or-- Correspondessen Esariagee(SSgnok_

V
3. DOCUMENT couTaos sensitive (NaC only) A non-sensitive

4. c NGRESSIONAL CCMMITTEE and SUBCOMMITTEES (if applicable)

Congressional Committee

- subcommittee
i

5. SUBJECT CODES

(a)

(b)

(c)

6. SOURCE OF DOCUMENTS

5520 (document name-(a) -

(b) Soma. . (c) Atlashmenta

(d) _ Ratsy (el other

7. SYSTEK 148 DATES

(al / 1 Date. OCE esat- deousmat. to CCS

(b) Data CCs.receiveesdesument

(c) Data returned to OCK for additional infonisation

(4) Data resubmitted by-0C1 to CCS -
-

~

(e) Data entered into CCS by

(f) Date OCA notified that document is in CCS

8.- c MMENTS--


