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-1- June 27, 1994

PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE PNO-IV-94-035

This preliminary notification constitutes EARLY notice of events of POSSIBLE
safety or public interest significance. The information is as initially
received without verification or evaluation, and is basically all that is
known by the Region IV staff on this date.

Facility Licensee Emergency Classification
Houston Lighting & Power Co. Notification of Unusual Event
South Texas 2 Alert
Wadsworth, Texas Site Area Emergency
Dockets: 50-499 General Emergency

X Not Applicable

Subject: UNPLANNED SHUTDOWN TO EXCEED 72 HOURS

;

On June 25, 1994, at 5:16 p.m. an automatic reactor trip was initiated
from 47 percent power on a reactor coolant pump undervoltage signal. This
had resulted from a main transformer electrical bus lockout. Unit 1 plant
operations were not adversely affected by this event. The unit main
transformer and the 13.8 kV auxiliary transformer were lost as a result
of the lockout signal. This affected the standby bus which was feeding
safety Train A. This response was in accordance with the established
electrical system lineup. Electrical power to the balance of plant
equipment was lost when the main transformer tripped. The Train A
emergency diesel generator started and loaded as expected. Trains B and C
remained energized through their respective standby transformers.

Immediately following the reactor trip, one pressurizer power-operated
relief valve lifted twice and reseated properly after each actuation. The
auxiliary feedwater pumps initiated as required and operated
appropriately. The main steam isolation valves were manually closed to
control the plant cooldown, and heat removal was through the steam
generator's power-operated relief valves. Natural circulation was
established through the reactor core. A reactor coolant pump was
subsequently started after balance of plant power was made available
approximately 55 minutes into the event.

The licensee has identified sonie damage to the secondary system because
of a hydraulic transient following the loss of power to the
balance-of-plant equipment. The damage was located in the area associated
with a condensate recirculation line. The associated recirculation valve
had been opened to provide additional condensate flow for a second
condensate pump until reactor power was increased. The damage identified
includes condensate line hangers, structural supports, and associated
piping restraints. Some condenser tube leakage has been iden ified in the
area where the condensate recirculation line enters the condencer.
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The licensee has initiated a task force to evaluate the cause for the
event; operator response including procedural adequacy; and repairs
needed to return the secondary system to service. The licensee noted that
approximately 90 minutes prior to the event a main transformer pilot wire
alarm was received, indicating 'a potential problem with the main
transformer. A faulty capacitor in the pilot wire power supply was
identified; however, the licensee does not believe that this condition

should have resulted in the main transformer lockout. The licensee has
determined that an actual fault in the main transformer does not exist.

The unit is presently in Mode 3 at normal operating pressure and !

temperature. An auxiliary feedwater pump is in service feeding the steam j
generators with decay heat removal through the steam generator >

atmospheric relief valves. The licensee expects to return the unit to
power operations later this week.

The state of Texas will be informed.

The licensee will respond to news media inquiries.i

Region IV received notification of this occurrence by telephone from the
Senior Resident Inspector at 5:40 p.m. on June 25, 1994. Region IV has
informed NRR and the EDO.

, This information herein has been discussed with the licensee and is )
current as of 12:15 p.m. on June 27. 1
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Contact: W. B. Jones

(817)860-8147
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