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vivision of Engineering Technology, NRE
IMPROPER INTERPRETATION OF GUIDANCE IN ;
GENERIC LETTER 90«05 BY PERMITTING i ‘
SERVICE WATER SYSTEM LEAKS p !
etter 80-00 entitled "Guidence for Performing Temporary Non=Code
ASME Code 688 1, &, and 3 P1ping" was 1ssued on June 15, 199
n feedback from a recent Commissioner site visit, the staff 1s
thet some [icensees may be improperly permitting leaks in service
tems without & repair because of the a leged complicated guidance
tnoGeneric Letter 90-05 for requesting a written relief.
Lode Section XI does not permit continued operation of ASME Code
¢, and piping anc components with throughewall defects. As statec
C Letter 0«00 and the follow=up discussions, the staff finds repatrs
de Clas » €y @nd J piping and components performed using methods
n those ¢ owed by t! ASME Code unacceptable without speC1t
elief granted by the NR(
personne eged that Generic Letter «0% discourages nonecode
and theredy 1ndirectly encoureges operation with leaks N the service
ter , because the gence 18 t¢ tringent This 18 an incorrect
ation of Generic Letter «0f n fact, Generic Letter -(f s
l1censees of the reoulator requirements that a code repair 1s
r wher de rerair is practical shouid a tempourary repair be
¢ I ensees are 0 reminded that & temporary non-code repair
prior written relief granted by the NR( aeneric Letter 80-0°F |
guidence for the staff in eveluating relief requests for temporary T
repair of code Class 3 pipine he guidance ensures that the an
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structura)l integrity of the degraded Class J piping remains acceptable until a
code repair can be performed,

In the event that the regiona"1 staff determines that plants are operating witt
through-wall defects in their ASME Code Class 1, 2, and 3 piping and
components without specific written relief granted by the NRC, appropriate
enforcement actions should be taken to ensure compliance of 10 CFR 50.5%5a(¢g),
Section X] of the ASME Code, and piant Technical Specifications,

James E. Richardson, Director
Division of Engineering Technology
Qffice of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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