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In Reply Refer To:
License: 03-01082-01
Docket: 030-01212/90-01

Veterans Administration Medical Center
John L. McClellan Memorial Hospital
ATTN: Robert Patton

Hospital Director
4300 West 7th Street
Little Rock, Arkansas 72205

Gentlemen:

Thank you for your letter of December 6, 1980, in response to our letter

and attached Notice of Violation both dated November 8, 1990. We have reviewed

your reply and find it responsive to the concerns raised in cur Notice of

Violation, We will review the implementation of your corrective actions during

a future inspection to determine whether full compliance has beern achieved and

will be maintained.

Sincerely,
Original Signed P
A. B. BEAs
A, Bill Beach, Director

Division of Radiation Safety
and Safeguards

ee
James W. Fletcher, M.D.
Director, Nuclear Medicine Service (115)
Veterans Administration
washington, D.C. 20420

Arkansas Radiation Control Program Director

bce w/copy of licensee letter:

OMB - Origina) (1E-07) ROMartin
ABBeach LAYandel)
MRodriguez, OC/LFDCB (MS 4503) CLCain
WLFisher LLKasner
NMSIS MIS System
RIV Files (2) RSTS Operator
RIV:NMSISHH4. C:NMSIS/H/ /- D:
LLKasner ! ClCain/Ji AB h
1% ) 17174

9101100082 910107

REGH L IC3Y

03-01082-u1 PDR



: ' John L. McClellan 4300 West 7th Street
Memorial Veterans' Mospital Littie Rock AR 72208

V‘\ Veterans
\.‘- Administration
DEC 0 ¢ 1990

U. 8. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Attn: Document Control Desk
wWashington D.C. 20555

in Raply Relfer To 1 l5/ LR

Subject: NRC Inspection Letter dated 11/8/90

1. This is in response to the NRC inspection letter dated
November 8, 1990, Docket No. 30-01212/90-01,

2. Please refer to the attachment which addresses the
points contained in the Notice of Violation as an appendix
to that letter.

ROBERT T. PATTON
Medical Center Director

cc: USNRC
Region IV

91126485
e N -

fAmerica 15 Rl =-Thanks to our Veterans''



REPLY TO A NOTICE OF VIOLATION

Veterans Administration Medical Center Docket No, 30-01212/90-01
Little ROCKk, Arkansas License No., 03-01082-01
Item A1,

Item

Item

1)

2)

3)

4)

A.2.

1)

2)

3)

4)

8.1,
1)

Reason for violation: Although researchers hsd previously
been notified of this requirement, including the distribution
to them of Information Notice 89-35, 1t appears that all of
them were not fully aware of the requirement. Additionally,
some of the labs remained unlocked at time when housekeeping
personrel were in the area.

Corrective steps taken : A memo has .sen distributed to all
affected personnel reemphasizing the important nature of this
fssue. Additionally, all housekeeping is now done during the
day shift (0730-1600).

Corrective steps taken to avoid future violations: Increased
surveillance by VA staff and emphasis of this point at
orifentations and annual rafresher training.

Date when full compliance will be achieved: 31 December 1990,

Reason for violation: Lack of awareness of affected staff
members to document verbal training instructions and reliance
on proximity of experienced individuals to monitor activities.

Corrective steps taken: A1)l keys and access to the irradiator
will be limited to only a few trained experienced individuals.
Infrequent users will not be allowed to operate irradiator., A
sign and instructions to this effect have been posted on the
irradtator.

Corrective steps taken to avoid future violations: Monthly
followup will be made by the radiation safety staff,

Date when full compliance will be achieved: Immediate.

Reason for violation: Human error - oversight., Please note
that this incident had been fully documented, investigated and
¢orrective action taken prior to the inspection., A report was
given to the inspector during her visit,



2)
3)

4)

Corrective steps taken: Noted above,

Corrective steps teken to avoid future violations: A
reminder note 1s posted in the misadministration file

regarding the requirements,

Date when full compliance will be achieved:

Immediate,
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. APPENDIX

NOT E OF VIOLATION

Veterans Administration Medical Center Docket No. 30=01212/30+01
Little Rock, Arkansas License No. 03-01082-01

During an NRC inspection conducted on September 25-28, 1990, viclations of NRC
requirements were identified. In accordance with the "General Statement of
Policy and Procedure for NRC Enforcemen: Actions,” 10 CFR Part 2, Appendix
(1990), the violations are listed below:

A, License Condition 26 requires, in part, that the licensee sha'l conduct
its program in accordance with the statements, representations, and
procedures contained in the letter and application dated July 8, 1984,

1% Item 11.7 of the application specifies that rooms or other controlled
areas (containing radiocactive materials) must be locked after hours
or during lengthy periods of absence to prevent urauthorized entry
and that radioactive materials must be secured against unauthorized
removals.

Contrary to the above, on September 25, 1990, the inspector observed
that several rooms within the research area had been 'eft unlocked
with millicurie quantities of radiocactive material storea ir. fume
hoods or in unsecured refrigerators. This observation was mace after
normal working hours when licensee staff was not available to provide
direct surveillance of the subject material.

This is a Severity Level IV violation (Supplement V1)

2. Section 20 of the application describes the radiation safety
procedures for the licensee's J. L. Sheppard Mark | irradiator.
[tem 20.2 specifies that all individuals desiring to use the
irradiator must receive permission from the chief of the nuclear
medicine service and radiation safety committee (RSC) and must
demonstrate familiarity with the operating procedures of the unit, as
recommended by the manufacturer,

Contrary to the above, during the period June 1989 througn

September 1990, several individuals from another research facility
had used the irradiator without having received permission from the
chief of the nuclear medicine service and RSC or demonstrating their
familiarity with the operating procedures of the unit prior to such
use.

This is a Severity Level IV violation (Supplement VI).
B. 10 CFR 35.33(c) requires, in part, that when a misadministration involves

a diagnostic procedure, that the licensee notify the appropriate NRC
Regional Office in writing within 15 days if the misadministration

Q1111003



2=

involved administration of a byproduct material such that the patient is
'ikely to receive an organ dose greater than 2 rem.

Contrary to the above, as of September 28, 1990, the licensee failed to
netify the NRC Region IV Office of a diagnostic misadministration which
involved administration of a byproduct material such that the patient
likely received a bladder dose greater than 2 rem. (A 20 millicurie
technetium=99m labeled MDP dose was administered rather than the intended
20 millicurie technetium=99m labeled RBC dose.)

This is a Severity Level IV vi~lation (Supplement VI).

Pursuant to the provisions of 10 CFR 2.201, Veterans Administration Medica)
Center is hereby required to submit a written statement or explanation to the
U.5. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, ATTN: Document Control Dask, wWashington,
0.C. 20555 with a copy to the Regional Administrator, Region [V, and if
applicable, & copy to the NRC Resident Inspector, within 30 days of the date of
the letter transmitting this Notice of Violation (Notice). This reply should
be clearly marked as a "Reply to a Notice of Violation" and should include for
each violation: (1) the reason for the violation, or, if contested, the basis
for disputing the violation, (2) the corrective steps that have been taken and
the results achieved, (3) the corrective steps that will be taken to avoid
further violations, and (4) the date when full compliance will be achieved. I[f
an adequate reply is not received within the time specified in this Notice, a-
order may be issued to show cause why the license should not be modified,
suspended, or revoked, or why such other action as may be proper should not be
taken. Where good cause is shown, consideration will be given to extending the
response time. Under the authority of Section 182 of the Act, 42 U.S.C. 2232,
this response shall be submitted under oath or affirmation.

Dated at Arlington, Texas
this 77 aay of .- ..-:.-1990
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License Condition 26 requires. in part, that the licensee sha SNAUCT "
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- Aareas (containing radiocactive materials) must be locked after nours -
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