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1 8 1982

The Honorable Bill Goodling
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Goodling:

This responds to your letter of October 18, 1982 wherein you forwarded an
October 15, 1982 letter from Kathy and Scott Conner of York, Pennsylvania,
expressing concern over one of the sirens used as part of the prompt public
notification system for the Three Mile Island Nuclear Plant.

Following the accident at Three Mile Island, the Nuclear Regulatory Connission
established a program to upgrade criteria for emergency preparedness around
nuclear power plants. One provision of this program was to provide for alerting
the public through the use of a prompt public notification system (e.g., sirens).
The NRC regulations were developed to require that the prompt public notification
system have the capability to essentially complete the initial notification of
the public within 10 miles of the plant within about 15 minutes. Metropolitan
Edison Company, in cooperation with local officials, subsequently determined
that a siren system was the desired method to meet this requirement and initiated
a study to determine the type and location of the sirens. Some of the factors
considered in this study were population distribution, attenuation of the signal
and existing electrical power hookups. Siren locations were selected in
cooperation with each local county government and a field verification test was
performed. A recent test determined that the siren sound levels did not exceed
the Occupational and Safety Health Administration noise exposure standards.

In addition to the Conners' concern over sound level, they stated that the
siren is usually tested the first Monday of every month. It is our under-
standing that some local jurisdictions who intend to use the sirens for public
warning in situations other than a reactor accident (e.g., fires or floods),
have chosen to test the sirens more frequently than that recomended by the
NRC(annually).

The NRC is sensitive to the Conners' predicament. However, our regulations
only set forth the requirement for the utility to Nave the capability to alert
the public. It is then up to the utility to work with the State and local
government to ensure coverage of the 10 mile radius around the site. At this
point we suggest the Conners take this issue up with local county officials
to determine whether movement of the sirene could reduce local impacts while
still acheiving adequate coverage of the area. Recent evaluation of the Three
Mile Island siren system showed that the system, as installed, achieves the
alerting objectives for which it was intended. While the NRC has the responsi-
bility for ensuring the safe operation of the plant and adequate emergency
preparedness for onsite areas, the emergency preparedness for offsite areas is
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the responsibility of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Consequently,
we are forwarding a copy of the Conners' letter to FEMA requesting that they
consider this matter in their review and evaluation of the prompt public notifi-
cation system for Three Mile Island.

I trust this is responsive to your constituents' concern.

Sincerely,

(Signeo) William J.Dirckt

William J. Dircks
Executive Director for Operations
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the responsibility of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Consequently,
we are forwarding a copy of the Connors' letter to FEMA requesting that they
consider this matter in their review and evaluation of the prompt public notifi-
cation system for Three Mile Island.

I trust this is responsive to your constituents' concern.

Sincerely,

William J. Dircks
Executive Director for Operations
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for offsite areas is the responsibility of the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA). Consequently, we are forwarding a copy of the Connors' letter
to FEMA requesting that they consider this matter in their review and evaluation
of the prompt public notification system for Three Mile Island.

I trust this is responsive to your constituents' concern.

Sincerely,

William J. Dircks,
Executive Director of Operations
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