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Mr. Hayne R. Vriesman
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President .
, . .

P.adio Television News g. . -
''

Directors Association
.-

-1735 CcSales Street, HU.
Washington, DC 20035

-
Dear iir. Vriesman: '

&
This responds to yo'ur letter of August 31, 1977, regarding the use of
news cameras at the public hearings in Tulsa, Oklahoma, before the ,

iluclear Regulatory Cccaission's Atomic Safety and Licensing Board on the
construction pemit applications for' the Black Fox Station.

,

inic licensing prcceedings are open to the general public and media
representatives. P~adio brmdcast and the use of tape recorders are -

;..allowed.
Tha Commission in the past has adhered to a policy of allowing p.' .TV and other cameras to be used in hearing roots only before and after- '

each session of adjudicatory hearings and during recesses. Such a Fcourse was pursued in the Black Fox proceedings. However, the Com-
mission daes presently prohibit, the operation of cac. eras tring the
actual proceedings on the grounds tha.t their use would provide a source
of distraction which might do harm to the adjudicatory precass. Tiircugh
this policy we have sought to achieve a proper balance between the right
of the public to be fully infor:,ed about miC's adjudicatory prcceedings

'

and the requirer.ent thac such proceedings be conducted uith the ortler C. 'and daccr'.m befitting their quasi-judicial nature. This practice is.
;

similar to that followed iay the Federal courts. In short, we havo' '

'

attempted to assist the television media as much as passiblc- consistent
with cur responsibility to conduct a fair and ordei'ly proceeding. p,
I would like to note, however, that the Cc. mission will i.e taking a.

. r

fresh look at its policy concerning camere coverage of its licensing- [
iproceedings. As part of this reconsideratica, requasts lii:e yours willcertainly be evaluated. L
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Sincerely, '

GC:0EADING (2) . .
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GC'""ELLEY *C'
'

CC:cILPERIN Jc:;ep *. . de NOTE: Cleared by Cmrs. per -

GC:FITZGERALD OGC memo 9/29 \- r.
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