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M, Samuel J. Chilk
Secretary

\
United States Nuclear

Rpgulatory Commission

Washington, DC 20555

o —— . s ]

Dear Mr., Chilk:

Thank you for your prompt response 1o my lettep reqgueste
ing permission fop Seattle Times photographers to record the pro-

ceedings of the Atomic Safety ang Licensing Board hearing May 11
| in Seattle.

I am disappointed You refused the reqguest, However, I
find your indication that the con

mission intends to take a fresh
look at your policy to be encouraging,

The Times feels Strongly that it has an obligation an.
right under the First Amendment to inform the public, That publig
Zncludes those porsons who® cannot attend rule~making hcuvings as
well as those who do atrend, *ye Cannot carry out oup duty to inform
the publjc fully unless we have the right to Photograph such sessions,
As T indicated earlier, we would be able to do the photoyraphing
during the hearings in an unobtrusive manner and with existing
Lighting,

I would appreciate your keepine me informeq
i S

of any changes
in the comnission's policy of excluding

Photographers from hearings.
Thank you,
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MASON STZEMORE '

Assistant Managing Editop -
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