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On May 16, 1994, the staff met with representatives from GPU Nuclear 1

iCorporation (GPUN), the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), and the New
Jersey Department of Environmental Protection and Energy (NJDEPE) to discuss
GPUN's biological assessment of the impact of the Oyster Creek Nuclear
Generating Station (OCNGS) on the Federally-protected Kemp's ridley
(Leoidochelys kemoii) and Loggerhead (.0_aretta caretta) sea turtles. This 1

meeting is part of the formal consultation process with NMFS, and is the I
result of several incidental captures of.the two species in the past several
years at the OCNGS intake structure. A total of four sea turtles-have been
impinged on the intake racks at OCNGS since 1992: (1) one live loggerhead,
(2) one live Kemps ridley, (3) one loggerhead apparently dead on arrival due
to boat propeller wounds, and (4) the latest capture of a dead Kemps ridley on
October 17, 1993. The cause of death of the Kemp's ridley is unknown, pending j

completion of a necropsy, but may have been the result of drowning. |
Enclosure 1 is the list of individuals participating in this discussion. |

1

GPUN speculated that the increase in turtle activity seen in the past several |
1years at OCNGS could be explained by (1) an increase in the population of

Kemps ridley and Loggerhead turtles due to the use of turtle exclusion devices
(TEDS) by the commercial fishing industry, and (2) the completion of the re-
alignment and deepening of the Barnegat inlet by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers in 1991 which permits a freer interchange of ocean and bay waters.
As a preventive measure, GPUN proposed to increase their inspections of the
intake racks from once per 8-hour shift during sea turtle season to twice per
8-hour shift after the first sighting or capture of a sea turtle, and to twice
per 8-hour shift during the month of October, when both incidental captures of
Kemp's ridleys have occurred.

NRC staff and NMFS both expressed concern that the requirement to inspect
twice per 8-hour shift could be satisfied by inspections that occur at the
beginning of the shift and again at the end of the shift, defeating the
purpose for increasing the number of inspections. GPUN agreed to restate the
requirement to resolve this concern.
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Based on the discussion at this meeting, GPUN will finalize the biological
assessment which, if acceptable, will be submitted to NMFS by the NRC. The
NRC staff expects to receive a biological opinion from NMFS in the fall of
1994.
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Oyster Creek Nuclear
Generating Station

cc:

Ernest L. Blake, Jr., Esquire Resident inspector
Shaw, Pittman, Potts & Trowbridge c/o U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
2300 N Street, NW. Post Office Box 445-

Washington, DC 20037 Forked River, New Jersey 08731

Regional Administrator, Region I Kent Tosch, Chief
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission New Jersey Department of
475 Allendale Road Environmental Protection
King of Prussia, Pennsylvania 19406 Bureau of Nuclear Engineering

CN 415
BWR Licensing Manager Trenton, New Jersey 08625
GPU Nuclear Corporation
1 Upper Pond Road Mr. John J. Barton
Parsippany, New Jersey 07054 Vice President and Director

GPU Nuclear Corporation .

Mayor Oyster Creek Nuclear Generating Station I

Lacey Township Post Office Box 388
818 West Lacey Road Forked River, New Jersey 08731
Forked River, New Jersey 08731

Licensing Manager
Oyster Creek Nuclear Generating Station
Mail Stop: Site Emergency Bldg.
Post Office Box 388
Forked River, New Jersey 08731
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Enclosure 1

OYSTER CREEK NUCLEAR GENERATING STATION
DOCKET NO. 50-219

MEETING OF MAY 16, 1994 TO DISCUSS THE IMPACT OF
OCNGS ON ENDANGERED SEA TURTLES

ATTENDANCE LIST

1

|

| NAME AFFILIATION

Jay Vouglitois GPU Nuclear

Malcolm Browne GPU Nuclear
|

Barry Durham GPU Nuclear

Doug Moore GPU Nuclear

Richard Hyjack NJDEPE I
,

! |

A. Kapsalopoulou NJDEPE |

l
Rebecca Nease USNRC 1

Mike Masnik USNRC

! Karen Wurst NMFS/ Sandy Hook

Kim Thounhurst NMFS/Gloucester

Doug Beach NMFS/Gloucester
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