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Date: Apr 122 1981

This preliminary notification constitutes EARLY notice of events o PoS$1BLE safety or
public interest significance. The information presented is as initially received with-
out verification or evaluation and is basically all that is known by IE staff on this date.

Facility: Sacramento Municipal Utility District #e gl[b'7Rancho Seco Nuclear Power Plant DESIG W
Sacramento, California [ - ====
Docket No. 50-312 Certifid C

Subject: UNCONTROLLED DISCHARGE OF REACTOR COOLANT

The plant was shutdown for refueling. On April 20, 1981 at 3:30 a.m., the
Auxiliary Operator was shutting Decay Heat Removal valve DHS-002 (which is the
reactor coolant system to decay heat removal pump B suction) locally, in preparation
for a surveillance activity of cycling HV-26106 (which is the B decay heat removal
pump suction isolation from the reactor emergency sump). Due to a comunications
misunderstanding, the Control Room Operator commenced cycling HV-26106 before
DHS-002 was fully shut. This resulted in the discharge of 4500 gallons of reactor
coolant to the containment emergency sump. Shortly after the valve began opening
DHS-002 was shut, thus securing the discharge. The control Room Operator observed
system pressure drop from 200 psig to 90 psig and pressurizer level drop very
rapidly before DHS-002 was shut.

Licensee evaluations showed no significant ' radiological release and adequate
cooling was maintained.

This item is closed for purposes of updating. This item is being followed by
the Resident Inspector.
This Preliminary Notification is being made due to an expected news release by
the licensee later today. The NRC does not plan to issue a news release.

,

Region V (San Francisco) received notification of this occurrence by telephone
call from the Resident Inspector at 11:00 a.m. on April 21, 1981. This information
is current as of 2:00 p.m. en April 22, 1981.
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