PRELIMINARY NOTIfICATION

February 2, 1981
PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE -- PNO-1V-81-04B
This preliminary notification constitutes EARLY notice of events of POSSIBLE
safety or public interest si nificance. The information presented is as
nitially received without verification or eva uation and s basically all
that is known by IE staff on this date.

FACILITY: General Public
SUBJECT: POSSIBLE SERIOUS RADIATION EXPOSURE UPDATE

The exposed individual is stiil in the St. Francis Hospital in Tulsa, Oklahoma.

He is currently receiving whole blood transfusions, antibiotics and is in reverse
isolation to prevent infection which is the major medical concern at this time.

A cytogenetic study under the direction of Dr. C. C. Lushbaugh, DOE, Oak Ridge,
Tennessee and in consultation with Dr. Maxfield, NRC medical consul tant is

planned to determine the radiation dose. Blood tests performed on the individual's
sister and niece showed no abnormalties.

A signed statement by the exposed individual given to the NRC investigators alludes
only to radiography work performed in New Mexico in September and October, 1980

and admits to no contact with radioactive material since that time. Interviews by
NRC inspectors with several persons knowing, or having contacts, with the individual
have provided no hard evidence to explain the injury. However, the interviews
established that the individual's health was apparently excellent until after

the first of the year.

Circumstantial evidence developed by the NRC investigators indicate a possible
connection between the exposed individual and the radiography camera that was
missing during the latter part of December, 1980 and anonymously returned to the
licensee on January 5, 1981.

The investigation by Region IV is continuing.

A press release was made by Region IV on January 27, 1981, Media interest
in Oklahoma has been considerable.

The states of Oklahoma, New Mexico, Texas and Office of State Programs are
being kept informed of the status of the case.

The information is current as of 1:00 p.m. on February 2, 1981.

Contact: Glen D. Brown, (RIV), 334-3475

[E3¥

8304280259 820202 A7ED ORIGINAL

DESICH
PDR I&E
PNO-IV-81-004B PDR dasksdasa i VYM“ W’



PNO-1V-81-048B -2-
Distribution: Transmitted H St. .2 . JY
Chairman Ahearne Commissioner Hendrie
Commissioner Gilinsky Commissioner Bradford
ACRS
- ‘

Transmitted: MNBB oZ 2 P. Bldg, & 39
W. J. Dircks, EDO H. R. Denton, NRR
C. Michelson, AEOD R. H. Volimer, NRR
J. J. Fouchard, PA T. E. Murley, NRR
N. M. Haller, MPA D. F. Ross, NRR
W. D. Kerr, OSP D. Eisenhut, NRR
H. K. Shaper, ELD S. H. Hanauer, NRR

J. J. Cummings, OIA

Regional Offices: I =2 %<& I 2 %9 [ 2 ¥7y 255

February 2, 1981

S. J. Chiik, SECY
C. C. Kammercr, CA
(For Distribution)

1E:X00S 7 ' @~/ (IE:HQ Dist.

Willste Bldg. & 77
J. G. Davis, N
R. B. Minogue, RES

MAIL
R. C. Smith, SD
IE : X00S

PRELCTMINARY NOTIFICATION



