April 26, 1983

PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE -- PNO-IV-83-10C

This preliminary notification constitutes EARLY notice of events of POSSIBLE
safety or public interest significance. The information is as initially
received without verification or evaluation, and is basically all that is
known by NRC staff on this date.

FACILITY: Gulf Nuclear, Inc. Licensee Emerg ncy Classification:
Webster, Texas ____Notificatior of Unusual Event
(Texas Agreement State ___ Alert
Licensee) Site Area Emergency

" General Emergency
“X_ Not Applicable

SUBJECT: EXPOSURE TO AMERICIUM-241

This is to provide an update on the americium-Z41 incident involving Gulf
Nuclear, Inc., a Texas licensee.

As & result of the lawsuit filed by the licensece against the Texas Department
of Health, a Texas judge issued a temporary injunction on March 29, 1983,
barring certain actions by the Texas Department of Health and thus permitting
continuing operations by the licensee.

Results reported by Oak Ridge National Laboratory (ORNL) regarding whole body
counting indicate that four out of the seven employees tested have body
burdens in the thorax region ranging from 15 to 234 nCi of americium-241.

A medical consultant has been retained by the licensee *o provide specialized
treatment if desired by any of these employees.

The State is continuing its investigation of the incident, and is evaluating
further enforcement actions available to the State. There continues to be
media interest concerning the incident.
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