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Document Control Manager:

In accordance with the criteria established by
10 CFR 50.73 entitled Licensee Event Report System, the
following report is being submitted:
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On April 4, 1994, with Unit 1 in Mode 6, a seismic gap filled with untreated
styrofoam was discovered in the Unit 1 East Main Steam Valve enclosure. The
gap was covered with a fireproof silicone sheeting, which had degraded,
exposing the styrofoam underneath. Two adjacent gap seals were examined, and
were also found to contain untreated styrofoam. All three seals were declared
inoperable, and compensatory actions per Technical Specification 3.7.10 were
initiated.

Subsequent investigation revealed that the untreated styrofoam had likely been
in place since 1979. Therefore, this interim LER is being submitted in
accordance with 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(1)(B).

An aggressive inspection program was instituted to determine the total number
of gaps filled with unqualified material, which required the use of
destructive methods. It is expected that the entire population of gap seal
fire barriers will be inspected by July 31, 1994. A revision to this LER willbe submitted after the inspections are complete.
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Descriptlo_q

On April 4, 1994, with Unit 1 in Mode 6, a seismic gap filled with unt-csted
styrofoam was discovered in the Unit 1 East Main Steam Valve enclosure. The
gap was covered with a fireproof silicone sheeting, which had degraded,
exposing the styrofoam underneath. Two adjacent gap seals were examined, and
were also found to contain untreated styrofoam. All three seals were declared
inoperable, and compensatory actions per Technical Specification 3.7.10 were
initiated.

Subsequent investigation revealed that the untreated styrofoam had likely been
in place since 1979. Therefore, this interim LER is being submitted in
accordance with 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(1)(B).

It could not be easily determined if other gaps had this same discrepancy, as
the styrofoam fill is normally entirely covered by the silicone sheeting.
Therefore, an aggressive inspection program was instituted to determine the
total number of gaps filled with unqualified material, which required the
use of destructive methods. This inspection program has so far revealed 43
additional gaps filled with the untreated styrofoam, out of 325 inspected. It
is expected that the entire population (486) of gap seal fire barriers will be
inspected by July 31, 1994. A revision to this LER will be submitted after
the inspections are complete.
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In the event of a fire, the fire zones containing fire gap seals have i

automatic suppression and/or detection with the exception of 10 zones. This |

early warning suppression / detection system in the majority of the zones would
alert the control room operators to any incipient fire and manual firefighting
would be instituted, as needed. The zones without automatic fire protection
features have relatively low combustible loadings, making it unlikely that i

a fire in these areas would breach the silicone sheeting over the gaps. I

Therefore, based on this defense in depth, this event does not represent a
significant safety concern, or a hazard to the health and safety of the
public.
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