
PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE--PNO-III-83-31 Date: April 22, 1983

This preliminary notification constitutes EARLY notice of events of POSSIBLE safety or
public interest significance. The information is as initially received without veri-
fication or evaluation, and is basically all that is known by the staff on this date.

Fccility: Private Citizen Licensee Emergency Classification:
Pontiac, Michigan Notification of Unusual Event

Alert
Site Area Emergency
General Emergency
Not Applicablexx

Subject: PRIVATE CITIZEN MAY BE IN POSSESSION OF A RADIOACTIVE PIECE OF ROCK

During the evening of April 21, 1983, Region III (Chicago) was informed by the Headquarters
Duty Officer that an individual at a Rock Mineral Club meeting in Ann Arbor, Michigan
had a piece of rock which is believed to be part of the waste from a research reactor
that was decommissioned in St.. Louis, Missouri about 10 years ago. Another individual

at that meeting had a Geiger counter (old RCA Model) which he claims gave a reading
beyond the range of the instrument when he was about two feet from the reportedly
" hot rock."

A Region III inspector currently in the Detroit, Michigan area, contacted the owner of
.the rock during the morning of April 22, 1983. The owner said he was leaving town before
7:30 a.m. on April 22, 1983 and will not return until May 1, 1983, at which time he will
provide the rock for testing. The Region III inspector is performing radiation level
measurements near the shed where the rock is stored.

The State of Michigan has been notified.

There has been no media interest. The NRC does not plan a press release at this time.

However, Region III will respond to inquiries.

This information is current as of 9:30 a.m., April 22, 1983.
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