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The Honorable Jim Sullivan

President, Alabama Public Service

Commission
P.0. Box 991

Montgomery, Alabama 36101-0991

Dear Mr. Sullivan:

June 3, 1994

[ am responding to your letter dated May 2, 1994, in which you relayed

concerns regarding cooling of stered spent fuel at the Browns Ferry Nuclear
In your letter, you requested to know what action the Nuclear

Regulatory Commission is taking to address these concerns in order to ensure
the safety of the environment and the public.

Plant.

The NRC is aware of the issues

on spent fuel pool cooling raised by Messrs. Lochbaum and Prevatte and is
currently evaluating the safety significance of those concerns.

The staff’s
preliminary review has determined the loss of spent fuel pool cooling issues

raised by Messrs. Lochbaum and Prevatte to be of low safety significance.
Specifically, the staff considered a loss-of-coolant accident or loss of
offsite power coupled with the subsequent failure of numerous reactor core
cooling systems and the failure of or inability to restore cooling to the

spent fuel storage pool to be a 1nw probability sequence.
conducting a thorough, comprehenzive evaluation of the issues to confirm the
As part of the comprehensive review, the staff will
evaluate the applicability of the issues raised to other nuclear power plants,

preliminary assessment.

including Browns Ferry.

The staff is

To date, the staff has issued an information notice informing all boiling
water reactor (BWR) Ticensees of the loss of spent fuel pool cooling issue
(Information Notice 93-83, "Potential Loss of Spent Fuel Pool Cooling

Following a Loss of Coolant Accident (LOCA)").

it will take appropriate action.

I trust this letter is responsive to your concerns.
questions regarding this issue, please do not hesitate to contact our staff
project manager for this issue, Joseph W. Shea, at (301) 504-1428.
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Sincerely,

OY":‘—’ e 4
James M. Tayfor L
Executive Director

In addition, the staff
requested and received a generic assessment, dated March 4, 1994, of the spent
fuel pool cooling concerns from the BWR Owners Group.
determines, as a result of its review of the postulated safety hazard at the
Susquehanna Steam Electric Station, that further generic action is warranted,

If the staff
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Pennsylvania Power & Light Company

cc:

Jay Silberg, Esq.
Shaw, Pittman, Potts & Trowbridge
2300 N Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20037

Bryan A. Snapp, Esq.

Assistant Corporate Counsel
Pennsylvania Power & Light Company
2 North Ninth Street
Allentown, Pennsylvania 18101

Mr. J. M. Kenny

Licensing Group Supervisor
Pennsylvania Power & Light Company
2 North Ninth Street
Allentown, Pennsylvania 18101

Mr. Scott Barber

Senicr Resident Inspector

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

P.0. Box 35

Berwick, Pennsylvania 18603-0035

Mr. Thomas M. Gerusky, Director

Bureau of Radiation Protection
Resources

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

P. 0. Box 2063

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120

Mr. Jesse C. Tilton, 111
Allegheny Elec. Cooperative, Inc.
212 Locust Street

P.0. Box 1266

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17108-1266

Susquenanna Steam Electric Station,
Units 1 & 2

Regional Administrator, Regicn I
U.S. Nuclear Regulatnry Commission
475 Allendale Road

King of Prussia, Pennsylvania 19406

Mr. Harold G. Stanley

Superintendent of Plant

Susquehanna Steam Electric Station
Pennsylvania Power and Light Company
Box 467

Berwick, Pennsylvania 18603

Mr. Herbert D. Woodeshick

Special Office of the President
Pennsylvania Power and Light Company
Rural Route 1, Box 1797
Berwick, Pennsylvania 18603

George T. Jones

Manager-Engineering

Pennsylvania Power and Light Company
2 North Ninth Street
Allentown, Pennsylvania 18101

Robert G. Byram

Senior Vice President-Nuclear
Pennsylvania Power & Light Company
2 North Ninth Street
Allentown, Pennsylvania 18101

Mr. David A. Lochbaum
80 Tuttle Road
Watchung, New Jersey 07060

Mr. Donald C. Prevatte
7924 Woodsbluff Run

Fogelsville, Pennsylvania 18051



cc:

Mr. Craven Crowell, Chairman
Tennessee Valley Authority
ET 12A

400 West Summit Hill Drive
Knoxville, TN 37902

Mr. W. H. Kennoy, Director
Tennessee Valley Authority
ET 12A

400 West Summit Hill Drive
Knoxville, TN 37902

Mr. Johnny H. Hayes, Director
Tennessee Valley Authority

ET 12A

400 West Summit Hill Drive
Knoxville, TN 37902

Mr. Oliver D. Kingsley, Jr.
President, TVA Nuclear and
Chief Nuclear Officer
Tennessee Valley Authority
6A Lookout Place
1101 Market Street
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37402-2801

Mr. 0. J. Zeringue, Sr. Vice President
Nuclear Operations

Teniessee Valley Authority

3B Lookout Place

1101 Market Street

Chattanooga, TN 37402-2801

Dr. Mark 0. Medford, Vice President
Technical Support

Tennessee Valley Authority

3b Lookout Place

1101 Market Street

Chattanooga, TN 37402-2801

Mr. D. E. Nunn, Vice President
Nuclear Projects

Tennessee Valley Authority

38 Lookout Place

1101 Market Street
Chattanooga, TN 37402-2801

Mr. R. D. Machon, Site Vice President
Browns Ferry Nuclear Plant

Tennessee Valley Authority

P.0. Box 2000

Decatur, AL 35602

BROWNS FERRY NUCLEAR PLANT

General Counsel

Tennessee Valley Authority
ET 11H

400 West Summit Hi1l Drive
Knoxville, TN 37902

Mr. B. S. Schofield, Manager

Nuclear Licensing and Regulatory
Affairs

Tennessee Valley Authority

4G Blue Ridge

1101 Market Street

Chattanooga, TN 37402-2801

Mr. T. D. Shriver

Nuclear Assurance and Licensing
Browns Ferry Nuclear Plant
Tennessee Valley Authority

P.0. Box 2000

Decatur, AL 35602

Mr. Pedro Salas

Site Licensing Manager
Browns Ferry Nuclear Plant
Tennessee Valley Authority
P.0. Box 2000

Decatur, AL 35602

Mr. Roger W. Huston

Tennessee Valley Authority
11921 Rockville Pike, Suite 402
Rockville, MD 20852

Regional Administrator

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Region 11

101 Marietta Street, NW., Suite 2900
Atlanta, GA 30323

Mr. Charles Patterson

Senior Resident Inspector

Browns Ferry Nuclear Plant

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Route 12, Box €37

Athens, AL 35611

Chairman

Limestone County Commission
P.0. Box 188

Athens, AL 35611

State Health Officer

Alabama Department of Public Health
434 Monroe Street

Montgomery, AL 36130-1701
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