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UNITED STATES OF ANERICA
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

DISCUSSION OF FULL POWER OPERATING LICENSE FOR LaSALLE-1

CLOSED MEETIKG - EXERPTION KO. 5
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Washington, D. C.

Tuesday, June 22, 1982
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4:07 p.nm.

BEFORE:
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PROCEEDIECS
CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: I wonder if we could

start to reconvene, please.

I think among the items we will want to
discuss is a proposed meeting with the Attorney General
and the Governor before an investigation report is
completed.

MR. BICKWIT: Excuse me, has this meeting been
voted?

MR. CHILK: We need to vote to hold a clocsed
meeting.

CHAIRM:N PALLADINO: Well, in case we didn't,
suppose we vote now.

MR. BICKWIT: You didn't vote it before the
recess. I know that.

MR. CHILX: Then you need to vote to hold a
closed meeting.

CHAIRMAN PALLADIKO: May I have a vote to
clocse the meeting. Aye.

COMMISSIONER AHEARNE: Aye.

COMMISSIONER ASSELSTINE: Aye.

(Chorus of unanimous "Ayes"™ by only
Commissioners present: Chairman Palladino, Commissioner
Ahearne and Commissioner Asselstine.)

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: Is that all we need to do?

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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¥R. CHILK: Yes.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: One of the principal
problems wve have had with our investigations is the
accusations that ve have been discussing the results of
investigations before we finish the report and there is
an implication that we may be getting outside
influence. So I think that is an item I don't want to
forget to address.

Well, why don't you proceed.

MR, NORELIUS: Okay fine. If we could have
the next slide, the one wvhich has Category 1 items.

(Slide presentation.)

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: Do we have any hard
copies?,

MR. NORELIUS: I don't think we gave hard
copies to you on these. We can get thenm.

(A hard copy of the slide was handed to the
Chairman.)

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: Thank you.

MR. NORELIUS: What we have here are the
specific allegations. These are just an abbreviated
form and I can go through them with you to elaborate a
little bit on them.

The first one is the improper coring and

drilling activities and this includes, you know, the
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total thing, both inside and outside containment and the
reactor pciestals, et cetera.

The second one relates to voids that vere in
the reactor pedestal. The allegation was there vere
large voids in there and large enough so an individual
could cravl inside.

The third one has to do with improper concrete
vork in the screenhouse. Specifically they alleged that
chlorides vere added to make the hardening proceed
faster and that that was improper.

The four one was that there was debris in the
concrete. In talking to one of the referenced
individuals he alleged that there was a 55 gallon drum
vhich had been left in the containment basemat on Unit 1.

CHAIRMAN PLLLADINO: You mean in the concrete
or in the basemat on Unit 1.

MR. KORELIUS: In the basemat insice the
concrete, that instead of having removed it they just
poured the concrete over the top.

No. 5 was that they had a misaligned concrete
vall bulged out in one place and we thought that was
improper.

No. 6, it is alleged that there was inadequate
concrete vibration which cauvsed honeycombingy and in

general sloppy concrete work was the term used.
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The 7th one wvas that there wvas improper
masonry vall construction and generally poor mortar
quality in all the masonry wvalls. They used excessive
sand and they did not put wire in the valls vhere they
have supposed to.

No. 6 ve probably could have combined with
Item 1, but thers vas a general statement that there
vere inadeqguate guality controls and specifically they
named some during the coring drilling activities.

No. 9 was an allegation that there vas a
secondary containment test where the roof of the reactor
building was loosened and the allegation was that it
occurred in 1978.

No. 10 vas that (here was falsification of
torque wrench calibration records.

No. 11 wvas that there was improper
installation of hanger supportse.

No. 12 was that there was inadeguate security
at the plant.

No. 13 wvas that there vere acts of sabotage in
1979 and they specifically they included the placement
of flammable materials in fire extinguishers.

CHAIREAN PALLADINC: 1If it happened in '79 wi,
is that only coming out now according to the allegers?

MR. NORELIUSs That is a good guestion. I

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,

400 VIRGINIA AVE , SW WASHINGTON, D C. 20024 (202) 554-2345



10
11
12

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

might say that many of these allegations relate back to
the '76, *'78 and *79 time period. I don't know why it
is coming out novw.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: But if they had evidence
of sabotage I would have expected ther would have come
forth far before this.

Well, go ahead.

N°. NORELIUS: No. 14, it was alleged that
there vas leakage in the auxiliary building, in the
valls.

No. 15, that the reactor building wvas settling
excessively.

No. 16, that there was inadequate training of
gquality control personnel.

No. 17, that there wvere unqualified welders
and also that they were not properly certified.

No. 18, that there wvas some coverup of
deficiencies.

No. 19, that nonconforming material ---

COMMISSIONER AHEARNE: Deficiencies other than
the ones that were already =---

MR. NORELIUS: This was a very general
allegation that an individual had told the employee who
made the allegations that they knew of many deficiencies

which if anybody knew them they wvould really be a
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problem kind of thing. It was a general statement.

No. 19, they alleged that there vas
nonconforming material in a valve.

No. 20, that there was a conflict betwveen the
specifications and our requirements.

The last five of these principally were made
against ths architect/engineer rather than against the
.icensee directly.

Now, I can either come back to these or I can
go to the category two and three and just summarize for
you the kinds of things.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: Are you going to give any
more detail on these?

MR. NORELIUS: Yes. I can do that either now
or come back to them after we look at the other
categories.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINOs Well, why don't we look
gquickly at the other categories.

MR. NORELIUS: The next slide, please.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: Now Category 1 items vere
vhat?

MR. NORELIUS: Category 1 items are wvhat ve
thought we should address now, that is, that they may
have an impact on the operation of Unit 1 and these are

the ones that we are resolving in our current
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investigation.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: I still am curious. If
some of these relate to vork in the past what was the
reason given by the allegers that they should wvait until
this point in time?

MR, NORELIUS: I don't think they gave any
particular reason and I don't knov that we pursued that
point with them., We just took it on the face value of
vhat their statements were of what occurred and wvhen and
tried to pursue that.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: Okay. I still view that
as a pertinent guestion to be asked of them.

MR. DENTON: Didn't I hear somevhere that
there ads requesting people vho knewv of problems to come
forvard?

MR. NORELIUS: There have been ads run in a
number of the papers throughout the state that have been
placed by the Illinois Friends of the Earth which
requests construction workers who now work or who have
vorked at the LaSalle plant to come forward with any
particular allegations that they are going to have.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: Did they feel they were
not required to come forwvard before?

MR. NORELIUS: Again, I don't believe we

pursued that particular thing with those who did come to
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us.

MR. KEPPLER: We “idn't try to put them on the
defensive at all about this. We wvanted to get the
information they had and then to pursue it.

I might add, by the way, that this approach of
putting ads in the paper and bringing out concerns by
vorkers or other people who know something about the
plant seems to be a new approach being used by some of
the intervenor groups. I know, for example that they
are doing it up at Midland right now.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: Okay. Why don't you go
ahead.

KR. NORELIUS: Nick has just reminded me that
most of the people who signed the affidavits are now
unemployed and I don't know if that has any connection
or not. But there was a high correlation of those who
came forward that are now out of wvork.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: Well, I guess what I wvas
getting at is maybe we need tuv get some announcement or
pronouncement to vorkers indicating that if they see
evidence of wrong-doing they should let it be known at
the time that they see it and not wait until the
opportunity for confirming or cleafinq up the matter has
passed and it becomes more difficult.

MR. NORELIUS: I believe there is posted in

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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the facilities the notice that we are available and are
ready and villing at any time to discuss those.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO; Well, I think it has to
be as firm as the ad that says come forth now. It is e
little bit of speak now or hold your peace.

COMMISSIONER AHEARNE: I don't think I would
want to give that message.

COMMISSIONER ASSELSTINE: I don't think I
vould either.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: You mean not to come
forvard?

COMMISSIONER ASSELSTINE: To come forwvard as
soon as possible, I agree with that, but not, you know,
come forward early or keep your peace.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: I said there is a little
bit of that. ©Oh, I think it is reprehensible for
somebody to know something and then wait four years. I
think there is maliciousness in the forethought if a
person actually did that. So I don't think it is wrong
to say, look, come wvhen it is time to come and not wait
until later.

COMMISSIONER ASSELSTINE: Okay, yes.

COMMTISSIONER AHEARKE: Joe, that is fine. The
point that I wouldn't want us to get into is that if you

didn't come when you first find that out then we are not

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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interested. That would be even more reprehensible.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: Yes, but I do think it is
reprehensible to follow this course of action. I said
there is a little bit of that in the thinking.

COMMISSIONER AHEARNE: I suspect some of it,
having read the affidavits that came in on that first
round, I suspect part of it is that as long as they vere
vorking there they weren't going to come up and put
themselves in any kind of spotlight that might lead to
their no longer working there. Once they are no longer
vorking there, then they are not unwilling to do it.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: Well, I find that an
unacceptable way of working.

COMMISSIONER AHEAERNE: It is not desirable.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: Well, let's go ahead.

MR. NORELIUSs The items which we placed in
Category 2 are ones that we thought we should look at
but we didn't need to address immediately.

The first one had to do that there vere
inadequate NRC inspections and the) talked both
generally about that we didn't come very often and when
ve were coming they knew it ahead of time. We think wve
vill look back and see what our teéord is in terms of
announced or unannounced inspections and that sort of

thing, but I am not sure there is much else that ve can
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13

do with that.

COMMISSIONER AHEARRNE: Did they also say that
the inspectors didn't really seem to know what to look
for?

¥R. NORELIUS: I am sorry?

COMMISSIONER AHEARNE: I thought there was
another part of one of those affidavits saying that they
inspectors didn't really seem to know what to look for.

¥R. NORELIUS: Maybe that was general. There
vas one about NRC inspector conduct. There wvere two
that were closely related. We have that as our first
one in Category 3.

The second one was that architect/engineers
could not communicate and principally they focused in on
foreigns vho did not speak plainly. The resolution to
that wve think we know already in that things are passed
on by written procedures and that sort of thing, but wve
put it in a secondary category.

The third one has to do with Unit 2. The
allegation was that they wvere forced to take pipe
hangers out of Unit 1 and they installed the same things
in Unit 2. We think that the issue of taking them out
of Unit 1 vas because we said that they should because
of some design considerations. We think that there is

nothing wreng with the restraints themselves. So we

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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will look into that, but the allegation here is in Unit
2.

No. 4 has to do with the negative mangement
attitude toward workers. This is very general. We
think that in talking to a number of pecple ve generally
can address that, but we didn't see it as a matter that
ve should address directly in terms of the operation of
Unit 1.

No. 5 had to do vith ejuipment being damaged
during installation. Again, I believe that was rather
general in nature.

Nos. 6 and 7 both are specifically having to
do with Unit 2 problems. So that is why wve placed thenm
there.

COMMISSIONER AHEARNEs 1Is the character of No.
7 such that if it were on No. 1 it would go into your
category 17

MR. NORELIUS: Yes.

The category 3 ones, there is quite a mixture
here. The first one has to do with our own inspector
conduct. I think we have training in how our inspectors
conduct themselves. We are not avare of any other
specific problems that have occurréd with the resident
or others. So we put that in category 3.

The second one had to do with improyper

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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installation of piping. We just didn't know how to
address this one. The first allegation was very
general. When we talked to the individual wvho made it,
he said, wvell, there vas a 30-inch pipe that I remember
vas being put up and vhen we looked at the dravings ve
say that there wvas supposed to be another pipe in that
particular location. We asked him what system was it on
and he didn't know. We asked him wvhat unit, vhat area,
who he worked for and who he worked with and he could
not ansver any of those things. So we just did not know
how to handle it.

No. 4 is an item of general waste that has to
do with construction costs. We will commuinicate that to
the state who is interested in that sort of thing.

No. 5 has to do with defective circulating
vater pipe. We just determined that is a nonsafety
related system and vwe don't intend to address that
further.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: When they say defective,
does they give any specifics?

MR. NORELIUS: No, it was very general.

No. 6 is the same sort of thing, a very
general sort of thing wvhich ve could not come to any
specific grips with.

No. 7 is an item which may be of interest to

ALDERSON REPORTINL “OMPANY, INC,
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the licensee. It is on a nonsafety-related building and
it, too, was very general. We couldn't pin it down
except that they said vere loose bolts in the Unit 2
turbins building.

No. 8, a buldge in the condenser pit concrete
gnll again, a nonsafety related systenm.

No. 9 vas general in terms of alcohol and drug
use and there vas an associated implication that this
also resulted in the theft of materials that vac related
to this. Again, this was very general. We did not
think we could specifically address the 1issue.

COMMISSIONER AHEARNE: Was the allegation of
some use by construction wvorkers?

MR. NORELIUS: It was again very general that
it was used on site by construction wvorkers, that they
used drugs ani 4rank on site. But when ve talked to the
individual he had no specifics that he could provide to
us. S~ wve just didn't know hov to deal directly with it.

If there are no other gquestions on those
categories, I would like to go back to the Category 1
items and discuss those with you.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: Incidentally Jjust to
clear up for the record my stateneﬁt of speak now or
forever hold the peace, I said there is a little bit of

that. I by no means want the record to imply that I
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don't ever wvant to hear of things that vere wrong even
though ve hear about them late. However, I dJdo think
though the corollary is important that these things
should be called to our attention early enough so that
ve can take timely action.

COMMISSIONER ASSELSTINE: Better late than
never, but far better early.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: Yes.

MR. NORELIUS: Llet me say that of the 20 items
that are identified in Category 1 we believe that ve
have done essentially all of the field work for those.
There may be a fewv loose ends that ve need to pick up as
we do the formal documentation, but essentially wve feel
ve have done all the field vork.

We also feel that we have resolved to our
satisfaction 19 of them at this point. So let me start
with the one that ve feel has not been fully resolved.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: When you say resolved,
vhat do you mean, that you have found that it vasn't
true or thut it wvas inconsequential?

MR. NORELIUS: I guess it is a combination of
those. I could give you a very quick run-down of the
first few.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINOs All right, Just give us a

clev.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,

400 VIRGINIA AVE , SW., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20024 (202) 554-2345



e B D R R

10
1
12

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

MR. NORELIUSs The first one as to improper
coring and 4rilliog, ve have gone back and locked at the
licensee's procedures and program which covered that
vhich started in 1976. We have looked at the
implementing procedures for all of the major contractors
vho did coring and drilling. We have looked at*t the
system by which they documented their coring program
vhich vas essentially a predetermined system to locate
the cores and the rebar damage vas analyzed beforehand.

They have maintained records of all hi“s of
rebar that they have had through the years. We looked
at their record system and their calculations and ve are
satisfied that the system which they had in place wvas
sufficient to document it anc analyze the rebar that vas
either cut out or hit.

COMYISSIONER AHEARNE: Sc you are saying it is
the r2gion's conclusion, first, that, yes, there vas
drilling into areas of rebar and, yes, rebar was hit and
knocked out, but, second, that all of those cases are
cases in which it wvas done deliberately following an
analysis and a conclusion that it was acceptable, and,
finally, the Region's position is that that analysis vas
satisfactory? ;

MR. NORELIUS: Yes, that is correct.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINOs Were there any that were

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, iNC,
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inadvertently drilled and then analyzed.

MR. NORELIUS: You have to break it up into
twvo parts. For samples which they cored, first of all,
for anything that was cored entirely through a wall,
those vere predetermined by the enginering group
in-house or they came back to the engineers by way of a
field change request to locate the hole.

For those the engineering group 4id the
analysis before the core was drilled. They looked at
their records, they did an analysis and located the core.

I might say that some of those cores maybe
could not be used afterwards. One in the specific
allegaton talked about them drilling extensively into a
wall., We found the hole by taking another worker up and
he showved us exactly where it was. We went to the
records and it was located precisely where they vanted
it to be located. The rebar damage had been assessed
before the hole was drilled.

It turned out that there was a temporary
concrete slab in the room next to it and so wvhen they go
through the wall it vas in a position where they
couldn't even use it for what they had intended to. But
the fact remains that it was analyzed beforehand and
then they have a procedure for filling abandoned holes

and that was carried out and the hole was relocated

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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again through a field change request and with the
engineering input and evaluation.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: But still wvere there any
that vere drilled and hit rebat inadvertently and then
had to be analyzed?

KR. NORELIUS: Yes. There vere others which
vere not precisely located and the instruction was not
to hit rebar. They wvere advised to use metal detectors
or to chip concrete or something to try to prevent it.
But some of those did in fact hit rebar. In that case
they were reguired to document the hits and they came
back in with a system for that.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: And you vere satisfied
with the analyses of those also?

MR. NORELIUS: That is right.

MR. DENTON: My observation on that one is
that it vas lack of communication between the people who
did perhaps the coring and drilling and the engineering
staff vho vas monitoring and planning the activity. It
appears that perhaps some of the concern about this,
abou* the construction workers was because they didn't
know that this engineering effort was also ongoing.

MR. NORELIUS: Yes. Sone.of them had no
reason to know beforehand where they should drill a

hole. Somebody else had probably come out and marked it
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out for them and said drill here. The drillers
themselves may not have known what led up to that.

MR. WALKER: I might just indicate wve did help
the Region in an analysis of what the A/E did in
checking where rebars were hit. It is ny understanding
that if a hit was made on a rebar the analysis wvas done
assuming it was no longer there even though in many
cases they were just, you know, partially clipped during
the coring operation.

So ve would characterize the evaluations fronm
a structural stress point of viewv as being very
conservative in nature for each case.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: How about the voids that
vere big enough for people to crazvl into?

MR. NORELIUS: That turns out to be true. Let
me say that in its initial construction the pedestal vas
designed with some large 10-foot diameter circles near
the bottom I guess for flow of water was the initial
consideration. Based on their reassessment of design
modes that would be encountered there and some stresses,
they concluded that they needed to fill the center of
the reactor pedestal up partly to stiffen it.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: I am sorry, I lost you.

I am picturing you put up a wall that has got a 10-foot

diameter hole through it.
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¥R. NORELIUS: The pedestal vas cylindrical
and it as holliov in the middle with walls in excess of
u-foot widths. After that at a later date which I
pelieve was in 1977 because of an engineering analysis
of loads that might be encountered, they decided that
they needed to stiffen that pedestal and they decided to
pour it full up to some level. There were also holes
above it. There vere some 4-foot holes above it and
they didn't £ill it beyond that.

What apparently happened is as they vere
£i111ing in the pedestal on the insile the concrete,
because of the 4-foot thick walls that existed, the
concrete came down and it flow out toward the outer
edge, but the top of the void that had existed, the
cylinder at the outside edge did not £fill in properly
vith the concrete.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: This is where the hole is?

MR. NORELIUS: Where the hcle had been but was
nov being filled in, a 10-foot diameter hole in the side.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: So you did intend to £fill
that hole?

MR. NORELIUS: It wvas intended to fill the
inside of --- '

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: I picture here is the

pedestal and you are pouring down into here.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,
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MR. NORELIUS: That is correct.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: And I have got a

ER. NORELIUS:s That is correct. There were
four of them, 10-foot dianeter holes.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: All right.

MR. NHORELIUS: And as the concrete was poured
down in the center because of the thickness of the wall
it apparently d4id not come all the way out to the outer
edge and especially at the top [ that void. When they
began to do work to put in the snubbers and restraints
for the downcomers and safety relief valve mine work
that wvas being down, they had to drill holes into this
pedestal. This has a metal plate on the outside of it

and when they removed that plate to start to drill the

heoles, when they removed one over this area where it had

been poured, they found a void in that location.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: ©Was it important to have
filled that hole? Were they trying to £ill it?

MR. NORELIUS: They were trying to £ill it
entirely. that is right.

CHAIRMAN PALLADIRO: All from the inside?

MR NIDRELIUS: Yes. Now it turns out that
when they cut into that particular plate one of our

inspectors vas there. They immediately wrote the

TING COMPANY, INC
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nonconfermance report. We had done specific inspections
in the past and we know that the hole existed. We knew
i¢ vas there before and wve looked at the repair

process. So it was confirmed that there was a large
void and this void wvent all the way around the top.

So while it is true that there wvas a void
there, the resolution is that we knew it was there and
we are satisfied wvith the corrective action that was
taken.

? second part of the allegation was how do you
know that there weren't more. This looked like a
defined cause and the licensee took action on all four
of the ports that had been intended to be poured full.
They repaired all four of thenm.

COMMISSIONER AHEARNE: All four of them had a
similar type void?

MR. NORELIUS: Yes, right, and it looked to be
a common problem of getting the concrete =---

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: I am surprised the didn't
go and check it from the other side. You would almost
expect that to be a problem.

MR. NORELIUS: You mea. en it was being
poured?

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: Yes. So if it was

important for that to f£ill it would be Jjust like going

ALDERSON REPORTING PANY, INC,
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back of the wall.

¥R. NORELIUS: I think in answer to the
question of how do know thati there veren't voids in
other places because 0of their placement of the base
plates with their large snubbers in the pedestal, I
believe they drilled over a hundred holes, and I have
forgotten the exact number, in that pedestal at various
locations. We took a sampling review of some 30 of
those and looked at them and they 4id not find other
evidence of voids in the pedestal.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: What about that 55-gallon

MR. NORELIUS: This was one we spent
considerably time with because the individual who
alleged it seemed very convincing. I would say that
would be first. What vwe did was to try to get from his
as many specifics as we could. He told us very
specifically that he remembered that he was in Unit 1
and he remembered that it vas the basemat. He also said

very specifically he rememberad when he worked in June

or July of 1975, he remembereda very specifically wvho he

worked for.
When we w2nt back to the site we looked at
core records, we talked to the individual whom he had

wvorked for and we looked at records which documented
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what his supervisor did, vhat his responsibilities vere.

It turns out that the core records did not
match that time, that the Unit 1 basemat was not peing
poured at this specific time that he said. The
individual vhom he wvorked for stated categorically that
he never remembered any 55-gallon drum anywhere. 1In
fact he said he wvas responsible for the clean-up crew
and he always assured that whatever was supposed to come
out did come out. We looked at his records and found
that the supervisor only worked on Unit 2

CHAIRMAN PALLADINOs The supervisor that said
that they had cleaned it up only worked on Unit 2.

MR. NORELIUS: Yes, he only worked on Unit 2.

COMMISSIONEF AHEARNE: Now this alleger, vas
he saying it was on Unit 1 or wasn't he sure?

MR. NORELIUS: He said ac first, and he said
all the way through, even when we went back to him, that
he was certain he wvorked on Unit 1. But we just could
not make that story fit together. So we just think it
isn't a credible story I guess.

CHATRMAN PALLADINO: There was one part of
that story I didn't understand. You said the supervisor
¢ .4 he had personally seen to it that they cleaned out
that place and then you said he was the supervisor for

Unit 2.
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MR. NORELIUS: Yes.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO:z So didn't he work on Unit
1?

¥R. NORELIUS: No.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: Was he inac~.rate also?

MR. NORELIUS: RKRo. The supervisor's statement
vas nowhere vhere he worked did he leave debris in the
concrete and especially not a 55-gallon drum.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: But he had never worked
on Unit 1.

MR. NORELIUS: He said he worked on Unit 2 and
ve confirmed by records that that was the case.

CHAIREAN PALLADINO: Oh, I see.

COMMISSIONER RHEARNE: The records don't
enable you to figure out vhere the alleger worked?

MR. NORELIUS: No. He was a worker within the
crev. So on that one all we can say is that I think wve
pursued every avenue that we think is reasonable.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: Was this supposed to have
been a empty drum? In other words, does it represent a
void in the concrete?

MR. NORELIUS: That was the concern. He
claimed that it was an empty drum or possibly filled
partially with something and that it was laying on its

side. The concern was that it may be a void in the
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concrete.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: And a void that big you
couldn't test to find out?

MR. NORELIUS: Well, not in the existing
basemat. It is covered with liner. We asked to see it
thare was some vay to test it and we couldn't come up
vith a way. Of course, he was not specific either. The
basemat is a very large area and I don't know that you
could test for it.

Another thing wvhere it seems somevhat
unreasonable is that the rebar spacing wvas extremely
close down there. We have photographs =---

COMMISSIONER AHEARNE: Oh, I wasn't asking
vhere there is no rebar down there.

¥R. NCRELIUS: Where there is less rebar there
is less concern ibout the structural forces.

COMMISSIONER RHEARNE: What would be the
significance vere there actually to be such a drum?

MR. NORELIUS: I guess I don't know the direct
ansvwer to that, but certainly if there wvas a large void
in the concrete, and I guess it would depend on where it
was and what the stresses were at that point and wvhat
the loads wvere. -

COMMISSIONER AHEARNE: I was vhether you had

some estimate, given that there are only some regions
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that it can be. Obviously, as you point out, it can't
be a region which is heavily laced with rebar. ‘%here
has to be a big enough space for a 55-gallon drum. But
you don't have any estimate?

MR. NORELIUS: I don't have an estimate on

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: Are there a series of
construction photographs?

MR. NORELIUS: Yes. We found photographs that
vere taken and our inspectors had witnessed half of the
pouring of that basemat. So we have that input also.
0f course, there are records. There are quality control
records of the clean-up crews and certifying that the
material was cleared of any debris that was not supposed
to be there. So that is another input that you have to

factor in.

So where 1 guess we come out with this is that

the preponderance of evidence is that they had a progranm

which worked, you know, in part at the actual pouring of
half the basemat and “his allesger's story does not fit
the records that he gave.

COMMISSIONER RHEARNE: Well, is that the one
item that that fellow alleged?

MR. NORELIUS:s That is one specific iten.

COMMISSIONER AHEARNE: Is that the only one?

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC
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COMMISSIONER ASSELSTINE: Did he have any
others?

MR. NORELYUSs: Yes, I believe he had other
ones of general shoddiness in concrete work, and let me
ask, Nick, is that the only one that he alleged?

MR. JACKIW: He had the alcohol and the drug
use.

COMMISSIONER AHEARNE: Well, I guess the more
specific guestion is was there anything else that he
alleged that you checked and found to be true?

MR. NORELIUS: Did he allege the calibration
of torcue wrenches?

MR. JACKIW: Yes, he did.

MR. NORELIUS: Okay, I guess the ansver is he
4id make another allegation which ve believe to be true,
that is on the falsification of torque wrench
calibration.

COMKISSIONER AHEARNEs: I guess then that that
goes back to my question of is there any wvay to figure
out the signifigance if there is a drum in there? I
grant that there doesn't seem to be anything else that
you could 40 to find out whether it was true or not, but
that doesn't unfortunatly resolve ié it significant if
it is true.

MR. NORELIUS: I suspect it is possible to do
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detailed analyses, computer analyses to determine what
if you had such a void in various locations in the
basemat.

COMMISSIONER AHEARNE: Can someone just do a
bounding calculation and make an estimate? And if you
can conclude that it is insignificant then you are
relatively -- (Inaudible).

MR. DENTON: I think we certainly could, but
the fact that I think you are going to hear that 19 of
the 20 wers resolved, it leads to how much effort you
should expend on one particular one.

COMMISSIONER AHEARNE: Farold, my point was
that in this particular case he had just pointed out
that this guy also alleged something else which turned
out to be true. So although maybe 15 or 16 vere alleged
that didn't turn out to be, in this particular case the

guy alleges two things and one turns out to be true and

the other doesn't jibe and you can't verify it.

MR. DENTON: You know, once you ask an analyst
to do the calculation and he says the drum could be
anyvhere and put it in the wvorst spot and you could do
that kind of thing with some effort.

CHRAIRMAN PALLADINO: Rhat fraction of the
thickness of the base mat is not filled with rebar”®

MR. NORELIUS: I think it is all filled with

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC
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rebar but at varying depths of concentrations.

CHAIRMAE PAILADINO: Is the spacing such that
one could have left a 55-gallocn drum?

MR. NORELIUS: I believe that they said there
may be areas in there where physically it could fit.

COMMISSIONER AHEARNE: Well, wvas his
description that it was sitting on top of rebat or
vedged in between rebar?

MR. NORELIUS: His description was that it was
vedged in between rebar.

MR. JACKIW: His description was that he left
the drum, or that he saw the drum one day in the basemat
and the following day when he came back the iron crew
had beern there and done all the rebar around the drum
and there was no way of getting it up.

(Laughter.)

CHAY "MAN PALLADINO: He may have seen
something?

(Laughter.)

MR. JACKIW: And unless you torch or cut I
guess he mentionedi, there was no way of getting it out.

COMMISSIONER AHEARNE: Did you ask any of the
iron crew? .

_~'R. NORELIUS: No, we did not. Again, this is

something +hich occurred back a long time ago and those
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memnbers are n2t there now.

“R. JACKIN: You know, we 4id talk to a lot of
gquality control individuals that had the responsibility
to check out the pre-pour cleanliness, and there are
three or four people ve have talked to and nobody could
provide any more information.

¥R. NORELIUS: Let m> just say that we wvent
back to this individual three tin=s and told him that
the time frame he gave us d4id not wes not consistent
vith wvhen the basemat was poured. He stuck to his story
that the time frame was right and then he said, wvell,
maybe it could have been in another area. He waived a
little there.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: You mean instead of the
basemat?

MR. NORELIUS: Yes. He waivered a little on
the second time, but he consistently stayed with the
story that the timing that he had was right. We have
looked at the pour records and we know that at that time

they vere not pouring the basemat in Unit 1.

PR. KEPPLER: Did you look to see where they

were pouring?

MR. NORELIUS: ©Well, I don’'t know if we have

found that.

Did we look to see where they wvwere pouring?

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC
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MR. JACKIW: ‘¢ :, we did. 1In fact we got up
to the dryvell floor. It was only a three-foot slab
vith a lot of rebar. When ve told them it vas a
three-foot slab and the drum wvas a two-foot by
three-foot piece, it wasn'c possible for it to be up
there. We kind of went through the whole print trying
to see if he could sive us any more specific information.

MR. DENTON: I would suspect based on an
engineering judgment that a drum in the basemat would
not be a significant degradation of the capability of
the structure in view of hov massive basemats are.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO:; How thick is a basemat?

MR. DENTON: Gh, it must be 10 feet or so.
But, on the other hand, if you try to establish by
analysis, and you put it in the worse spot and you have
got to meet all the proper code and stress levels in
every rebar, you can come up with some pretty far-out
schemes that would probably cost you a lot of computing
time to try to prove. One drum doesn't rise to the
level to me to exert massive efforts to try to determine
its presence or not.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: Did we talk to any of our
nondestructive testing people uhetﬂer or not they could
find a void of that size?

¥R. NORELIUS: We talked to other inspectors
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in our office who said they did not think you could.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: These are people that are
familiar vith the ultrasonic testing?

MR. NORELIUS: Yes, our ultrasonic testing
inspectors.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: Is that the one that is
unresolved?

MR. NORELIUS: No, that one ve felt wvas
resolved.

Mr. VOLLMER: Probably the only way that there
could be a problem in the basemat is if you took a piece
of reinforcing steel, and that is checked by other QA
requirements. In other words, if the reinforcing is
there and you have the drum in there, it probably
wvouldn't make much difference. The strength is really
in the reinforcing and not the concrete anywvay. So the
drum would be just displacing the concrete.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: Well, if it is up near
the surface maybe you might have a thin section, but I
think that would have shown failure already.

COMMISSIONER AHEARNE: I will pass on
gquestions.

MR. KEPPLER: Is that the most uncomfortable
one we have got in this list of the ones we have

accepted?
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MR. NORELIUS: I believe so.

CHAIRMAK PALLADINO: Do you want to hear more
examples of the 197

COMMISSIONER AHERRNE: No.

COMMISSIONER ASSELSTINE: How about the
unresolved one?

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: Let's go to the
unresolved one.

MR. NORELIUS: This is No. 10 on the list.
The allegation wvas that one of the contractors,
Morrison, had falsified torque wrench calibration
records. Initially let me lead you through a little
sequentially howv we approached this.

COMMISSIONER ASSELSTINE: This is the other
one that that particular individuval ---

MR. NORELIUS: One of the other ones. He made
several.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: This is one of the other
ones he made?

MR. NORELIUS: That is correcte.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: I thought he only made
twd> allegations, the 55-gallon drum and the torque
wrench.

¥R. NORELIUS: No, he made others, too, and I

wvould have to aske.
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MR. JACKIW: There was a scaffolding fire in

Unit 2.

CHAIERMAN PALLADINO: Was he right on all the
others?

MR. JACKIW: Well, there vas a scaffolding
fire +=-

MR. NORELIUS: We knowv there was a scaffolding
fire we are avare of. So I guess you could say as far
as we lookad into he was probably right on that.

MR. JACKIW: The alcohol use and the drug use
and a couple of others.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: Why don't we go on. I
had misunderstood at first that there vere only tvo.

MR. NORELIUS: We can get the full statement
to ansver that.

On the torque wrench calibration problem wve
initially started by looking at the program which they
had and ve looked at some of their records. Then ve
said, wvell, maybe one of the things that we can do is to
do some kind of an independent verification of whether
certain of the bolts are actually tight.

So we had an inspector go and request that one
of the vorkers get a calibrated torque wrench to go and
check just an arbitrary number of bolts. It turned out

that while he was going to get the wrench our inspector
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reached up and there was a valve there and on the motor
operator to> valve bonnet interface and the inspector
turned off out of four nuts by hand.

(Laughter.)

MR. NORELIUS: Now it turns out that those are
the only two we have found since that were hand turned,
but that is what happened. So wve said, well, we think
that just on the basis of that that you ought to go
through and check 50 valves and then we vill see what Yo
find there and come back. So they went through the
plant vith a zalibrated torque wrench and selecteu 50
valves and checked the nuts on those for tightness,
vhether they met the minimum torquing raquirements.

It turns out that some percentage, and I will
guess 30 percent, and Roger has the accurate numbers,
that there were valves in which the nuts were not
tightened to the minimum torquing requirement.

Now in further analyzing what that meant we
found that maybe our selection was not so good to ansver
our initial guestion, bnut it may have raised another
problem because many of these nuts that thay checked
vere never touched by the contractor at the site. They
vere valves received from the vend&r.

(Laughter.)

MR. NORELIUS: So that presented a problem
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vhen wve began talking to the staff about it. The
proposal to address that particular question is to
inzlude a license condition which would require that
they check at least the bolts on the operator to valve
connection inside containment before they go beycnd five
percent pover and all of them outside in six months.

The reason they came to that conclusion is
they have done hydro testing on the valves themselves
and between that and leakage systems it was felt there
vas some degree of confidence that you gain in the
system. That is wvhere we vere Monday. But in reviewing
the findings that we have Mr. Jackiw decided that we had
not looked sufficiently into the records system which
vas the initial allegation. So he sent an inspector
back out on Monday to specifically look into the
records. At that time, and this was yesterday now, he
found certain records that appear to be duplicates,
Xerox copies with only the date changed on the records.

So this brings into guestion, and wve think we
actually are finding that certainly of the calibration
records wvere falsified. We are still pursuing that
today. We have sent an additional inspector out there
and we are attempting * locate an investigator to go
with them to try to ge 1 handle to what extent this

problem exists and how many of the torque wrenches did
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it apply to and over what period of time, questions like
that. Then, depending on wvhat wve find, we may have to
broaden our look.

COMMISSIONER AHEARNE: So what you are saying
is that you have at least three separate problems. You
have got some of the bolts wvhich weren't tightened by
the vendor?

MR. NORELIUS: Yes, and I am not sure whether
that is the conclusion. We just know that bolts which
the licensee or its contractor did not @ "yYthing
with. They did not meet the minimum torquing
reguirements.

CHAIRKAN PALLADINO: Are you also awvare of the
fact that you can tighten the bolt with a torque wrench
and be right on, and then come back several days later
and it won't read the came because there has been
relaxation, especially there are asperities that yield.
That is a common problem. I wcoculd suggest that you get
a bolt expert and I mean the people that vork in this
area.

It is a common problem. I know the Japanese
had trouble when they shipped engines over here. 1In
transit the things that vere tight’vhen they left wvere
almost hand loose when they got here for a variety of

reasons. So I would say if there is one area vhere
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there is an uncertainty on being able to tell vhether
you torqued it right the first time, that if there is
any area of uncertainty, this is one of the Jreatest
arzas.

MR. DENTON: I would think there are probably
time perinis of y2ars between the .inufacture and
assemLly of some of these ccomponents and that iz 2
reason to look at them.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: I remember reading
specifically about some of the bolt problems on engines
that vere made in Japan and shipped over here, and I
don't know whether it was a matter of months. But that
doesn't prove anything. It just makes it potentially a
problem.

COMMISSIUNER AHEARNE: Right. That is
potentially one. The second is the torgue wrenches used
at the site may be miscalibrated, and a third would be
that the records vere falsified.

MR. KEPPLER: 1Isn't the second and the third
problem the same that you are talking about?

¥R. NORELIUS: Well, they may be. We don't
know whether they were miscalibrated or whether they
remained in calibration. What we have found now is that
the records look like *hey were duplicated and therefore

are false. We don't believe they did a calibration to
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support the records.

COMMISSIONER AHEARNE: Now you said you went
through some percentage on the valves, some percentage
of the bolts.

MR. NORELIUS: Yes.

COMMISSIONER AHEARNE: Now wvere all of the
bolts that you checked ones that were not either by the
licensee or contractor or was there a mixture?

¥R. NORELIUS: There vas a mixture.

COMMISSIONER AHEARNE: Of the mixture of the
ones that were supposedly checked by the licensee or the
contractor, how did those turn out?

MR. NORELIUS: I think they came out better.

I think Roger has the specifics on that.

MR. WALKER: The sample cited was 50 as you
said. Twenty-four were manually operated valves. Of
that 24, on 13 the minimum tech. torque values were
met. The other 11, primarily on the bodr to bonnet yocu
would find some discrepancy in the values. Of those 11
the contractor had only worked on one. Then that leaves
26 of which three are air operated valves. One of those
vas torqued and met the torque minimum torque valvues.
The other two did not. Of those tw; the contractor in
question worked on one, but his numbers were better than

on the othsr one that was out of spec. which is the ones
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shipped back from the factory.

On the other 23 valves 18 of them torqued
right up to spec. and five has some problems on body to
bonnet and three had problems on operator to yoke., Of
those this contractor worked on none. Of the 18 that
vere good the contractor worked on 11 of thenm.

We don't find any strong indication in that
sample that the contractor has got a problem.

MR. NORELIUS: There is one other piece of
confidence that wve have in this story that gives us at
least a little bit of feeling and that is the utility's
argument through all of this is he did a hydro test and
he hydro tested a lot of the system and at least on some
of the valves the bolting connections, that none of thenm
leaked. He had no problems at all during his hydro test
of anything in the entire system.

So his argument is that that gives hinm
confidence of a large fraction of the plant that things
are all right.

COMMISSIONER AHEARNE: Does that give you
confidence?

MR. NORELIUS: It doesn't give me enough
confidence because, for example, you know, you harken
back to the case where ycu only need maybe a few bolts

to keep it on leak tight and all the rest could be there
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hanging loose.

We believe it gives it some confidence that in
fact there is at least one check on the primary systenm.
Obviously it doesn't give us enough. That is why we are
coming up with a requirement that prior to five percent
all of the safety related bolts inside the containment
vill be checked. Further, we are saying that within
something like six months ~---

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: Are you going to check
them hot or cold?

MR. NORELIUS: T don't think we have gotten to
that point.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: 1If it is hot you will
have a different circumstance from when it is cold. If
you want them torqued to a certain level cold you will
find that it is different in hot. It depends on
relative expansions and relative rates of heat. It is
something that deserves a lot of attention. It deserves
a lot of thought before you decide what ycu want to do
with it.

¥R. KEPPLER: I think that is right. 1In
fairness, this problem may well apply to every other
reactorz I don't think wve have loéked into this area
yet at all before. It is a new area that has surfaced

and ve are just sharing with you what we knowv right at
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the moment. I think you are correct. We uhave got to do
a lot of thinking about this before we decide what is
the final disposition of the problem.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: Did you find outside of
those two that were, let me say anomalies for the moment
vhere they could be turned by hand, did you find
significant deviations from the supposed torgque level?

MR. WALKER: Yes, sir. The ones that concern
me the most are the motor operator to yoke. You would
find like the 200-foot pound regquirement, that some of
them had as low as 15. And on some of the body to
bonnets you would find a 500-foot pound requirement.
Again, these requirements are very vague because there
is really no code reqguirements here. They wvere working
on sizes, diameters, volts, et cetera, and they vere
generated basically from bolt schedules, et cetera, and
tech. manuals where they could get them. But anywvay,
you would find 500-foot pounds and some of them vere
down to 50. It is scattered all over the place, sir.

Do that help you?

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: No, it doesn't help give
me confidence.

(Laughter.)

COMMISSIONER AHEARNE: It gives you an idea of

the magnitude.

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC,

400 VIRGINIA AVE , SW., WASHINGTON, D.C 20024 (202 554-2345

us



10
11
12
.13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

ue6

(Laughter.)

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: It gives me an idea of
the magnitude. It is tricky. You have got bricks and
everything under the sun.

KR. DENTON: This is very recent information
and it has come up in only the last day or two. I think
vhat you have heard today is as far as ve have gcne as
to include that vhatever the eventual outcome here that
the licensee should get the bolts that are inaccessible
during operation fixed hefore going above five percent.
He has agreed to that I understand. Those are the ones
within the containment, and we are still discussing how
to verify the other more accessible ones.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: Are you going to 4o this
hot?

MR. DENTON: I don't think we have a bolting
expert involved yet. So we have really discussed hot or
cold.

MR. NORELIUS: The only other piece we did wvas
ve took the position that we wonld like to have the rest
of the bolts, all of the bolts resolved within six
months. Outside of containrent would follow on down the
line. Of course, that is subject {o change based on
wvhat is down inside of containment vhich is reguired

prior to five percent.
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This is an exactly of vhere although on one
hand I thin% ve would be ready to, you kaov, a lot of
the technical specialists to go for the first refueling
outage. But at this time ve vanted to work out with the
utility =---

COMMISSIONER AHEARNEs 1Is that based on your
assumption that if the bolts vere to fail that it
vouldn't be a concern based on your assumption that
there aren't likely toc be enough bolts that are going to
fail?

MR. DENTON: It is based on the assumption
that if this planct is put together typically in the
vendor's s sp the way most plants are and ve have got
the experienced data that ve normally assume and see
vould occur here.

MR« EISENHUT: And the ones outside are
lesser, certainly of lesser ---

MR. DENTON: What ve don't know yet is whether
there is something unigue about these ---

COMMISSIONER AHEARNE: I would conclude from
that you belisve that vere one to gc and check the
torques on bolts in a typical plant that you are likely
to find a number that do have this wide a variation?

MR. DENTON: Well, bear in mind, as I said,

this is only a two-day briefing information. I know no
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more than what ve have heard right here. I guess I
defer to our engineering judgment ---

COMMISSIONER AHEARNE: I was just trying to
track. Your conclusion of being comfortable seemed to
be based upon if this plant is built 1lixe the others. 1
have to be able to turn that around and say that the
others must be built like this plant.

¥R. DENTON: I think thel e are two points.

One is good assurance that the bolts that are inside the
containment that normally are the least accessible and
the most important safety related features are correct.
Based on that sample we have learned a lot more.

At the same time I am on bolts outside of the
containment going on the assumption that at the moment
there is no reason to think that the assembly of these
yokes and motors is any different than a typical plant
for which they seem to perform all right or, you know,
or what wve have accepted the level ot ormance we see
that appears unrelated to bolting performance.

Mr. VOLLMER: If I could expand a little on
that since you asked for some of the rationale. On the
body to bonnet bolts, as was indicated before, the hydro
gives assurance that --- .

COMMISSIONER AHEARNE: That enough of them are

tight nowv.
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¥-~, VOLLMER: ~--- that enough ¢f them vere
tight at this point in time, and also that you do have a
fairly good leak rate detection syster throughout the
plant If one should start to spring a .eak then tech.
specs. would bring them out. Nowv there are safety
related bolts both inside and outside containment. So I
am applying the same rationale.

On the motor operator to yoke bolts, what you
need there is something that holds the operator in place
basically. The tightness is not such a stringent
reguiremont. There for the stuff inside of containment
ve feel it is very important to get reasonable assurance
that they are on. For the stuff outside of containment,
this stuff is visited rather reoularly by operators and
the longer time scale presumably would give you some
com.ort that ths stuff is observed from time and time
and that if the operators are in place there is a pretty
grod assurance that they will operate.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: As a matter of fact, I
think T am more concerned about the ones that are loose
because there ysu could lose the bolt. Even if the bolt
has quite a variation in the torquing you still can
function as a containaent off pressure. It may begin to
leak but it is not going to cause the wvhole bottom to

fly off.
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So that is why I asked you about the range
because if they are down as low as 15-foot pounds vhen
they are supposed to be up at 200 they may be getting
loose enough to vhere you worry about their disappearing
and their falling out.

PR. WALKER: Mr. Chairman, I want to give you
proper perspective on that. When you found the same
sample vhere it was down at 15 or 50, you would usually
find ( ) would be up to torque and one would be
putlined. So it would tend to lead you to believe it is
geing to stay in place. Also, during the pre-op test
program I 4on't know of operators to fall off.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINOs: But I was getting at the
fact that they carry load even if they are not tight as
long as they are there. So I gain a little more
confidance, except ---

¥R. DENTON: The sample is very small and ve
have got a lot more work to do before we understand what
it all means. Our initial approach on hearing this wvas
to move toward verifying that they are all proper inside
the containment as our initial regulatory reaction and
ve may wvant to do more as we learn more about the
problem. '

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: Bolts are a very

interesting subject and most engineers don't get exposed
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to them until they get in trouble. That is hov I got
the little bit of knovledge that I have got.

(Laughter.)

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: What are you proposing?
You haven't decided yet what you are going to do on this
cne?

MR. NORELIUS: I think on this we don't know
the full extent of the information yet. So I think
until ve understand the problem we won't be in a
position to recommend wvhat we would do or how we wvould
approach it.

MR. KEPPLER: Our plan though is at the moment
that all of these category one items will be resolved
prior to Harold letting them go above zero power, prior
to going to five percent powver.

MR. DEHNTON: I would need the results of their
investigation and appropriate corrective actions fron
the licensee so that I can make a conclusion that they
should go higher.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: So with your
investigation not being complete, you are not ready to
say you are going to allow them to go up to five percent
pover?

MR. DENTON: Well, I would avait for the

kegion's competion of the investigation and the report.
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That would provide the documented basis for me to take
corrective actions with tne licensee.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: Are you goir to allow
them to go up to five percent even if there are loose
bolts or even though you may not have Jeveloped your
plan for =---

MR. DENTON: Knowving only wvhat we know today,
our plan was to require that they be completed before
going above five percent for bolts ip the containment.
Tha+ is, as I said, based on this very late-breaking
information. If it seems like a wider problem, ve wi.l
] » more restrictive. That is the initial assessment.

COMMISSIONER AHEARNE: At the moment they are
restricted to zero power?

MR. DENTON: That is right.

COMMISSIONER AHEARNE: So at the moment are
you saying that you are not prepared to let them go
above zero power?

MR. DENTON: That is correct. I think the
Region envisions completing the report and get it
documented sufficiently by next vweek sometime that wve
could respond to a petition.

COMMISSIONER AHEARNE: Ioinaoine it depends on
how much more they find ou* about it.

KR. KEPPFLER: I think the issue involving the
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false records, it is hard to predict wvhat will happen.

If that issue vashes out we hope to be in a position to
vrap this area up next week, but if it doesn't, then ve
vill have to go wvhere that takes us.

MR. EISENHUT: The previous license condition
related only to that, I guess the first two items in the
212.6. We would have wvritten it in the sense of you
must resolve the hit rebar problem ani the off-gas
building thickness of the roof prior to going above zero
to five percent power without our approval. That is
vhat the license condition said.

We have subsequently interpreted in several
documents responding to 212.6 in letters back to the
Attorney General that that obligation really means the
entire 20 items here. That is all of the items as
amended by the 212.6's. Sc wve feel it is an actual
license condition wvhich formally needs to be lifted
before the plant can go above zero percent power.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: Yes, that is wvhat I
gathered your order stated. It said reviewv and approve.

KR. EISENHUT: I just wvanted to point it it is
actually formerly in the license.

¥R. DEKTON: Now with regard tc the meeting, I
think in the original meeting I had with Mrs. Goodie

back in March she had requested that she have an
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opportunity to meet with us on the results of our
investigation or evaluation before we reached a final
decision. I think she put that in writing in some
reguest to you or I one and we tended to say, yes, ve
vill get back to you and go over it with you the results
to date. I think that is the meet that you plan in
Chicago.

CHAIREAN PALLADINO: Well, I ansvered a lot of
questions as to why, and nany of the people in the
Regions have ansvered and IEE have ansvered a lot of
gquestions on why 4id you let so anud so see the report
before it was finished.

Maybe, Len, you might have some comment on
that.

MR. DENTON: I don't want to speak for you,
John, but it vasn't so much as to see the report as to
get back to the person wvho had made the allegations with
some of your principal conclusions. That is a little
bit different than going to any other party, it seems to
me.

COMMISSIONER AHEARNE: When you say the person
wvho made the allegations, you mean the alleger or the
Attorney General? '

MR. DENTON: The Attorney General.

MR. KEPPLER: The Attorney General's Office
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and the Friends of the Farth people.

¥R. DENTON: Who represented the people that
made the allegation.

COMMISSIONER AHEARNE: Who represented the
pecple who made the allegations.

M. DENTON: That is right.

¥R. XEPPLER: But really I guess the thought I
had here was that it wvas importanrt to try to get some
feedback from them as to hov they felt about the depth
of the investigation, about the findings of the
investigation and whether or not they had any more
information to shed on this thing before we put out the
report. I view that a lot different than going to a
licensee and sharing information with him.

COMMISSIONER AHEARNE: Sure.

CHRIRMAN PALLADINO: I don't see any
difference. Nowv if you are asking him for more
information, then I see a difference. But then you
don't need to give them the r2port. You just interview
him as you would anybody else. But I see quite a
difference between asking for more information and
discussing the adequacy of the report. It is not
different than going to anybody that has an interest in
the matter.

COMMISSIONER AHEARNE: There is one different
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character of it. It is not going to the person vho is
being investigated.

COKMISSIONER ASSELSTINE: Who is under
investigation, that is right.

CHAIRYAN PALLADINO: But it is going to a
member of the public and the member of the public can
give it to anybody he vants. I am not trying to make an
issue out of somethiny that isn't an issue, but believe
me I have got a lot of scares related to this subject
ani Rob Engleton in Region V has quite a few of them and
his may be a little deeper.

MR. XEPPLER: Could I make an observation on
it that I think is important?

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: Sure.

MR. KEPPLER: Remember when ve talked about
Zimmer and the Applegate allegations and so on. T see
this more of an extension of trying to avoid the kind of
predicaments we have gotten into where the intervenors
come back later and say you didn't look deep enough into
a problem. By sharing with them, if you will, what you
have generated to date and the extent of where you have
gone and keeping an open mind on anything else that they
may bring forth, I think you avoid khat kind of a
problem.

COMMISSIONER RHEARNE: 1In this sharing did you
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intend to share a documert?

MR. XKEPPLER: No. We vere going to go over
basically what we have talked about here with them and
perhaps in more depth.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: You have instructions I
believe from the EDO saying you ubn't do that.

MR. XEPPLER: Well, I guess I took the
instructions from the EDO to mean with the licensee.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: No, it didn't say that.
It said you won't share the report with anybody until it
is done, I believe, but we can check what it said.

MR. KEPPLER: You are correct that way. I
guess it is my interpretation of the problem.

CHAIRKAN PALLADINOs Well, I guess I won't let
you out on the limb by yourself. We may want to talk
about this as a question of ---

COMMISSIONER AHEARNE: At this stage it is
clear that not only are you out there, but you are out
there against the wishes of EDO.

(Laughter.)

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: I think we ought to talk
about it and I think we will wvant to get the benefit of
legal counsel and perhaps the thinking that has gone on
in OI on what we should release and what we shouldn't.

MR. DENTON: I think as a general philosophy
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that when an elected official like the Attorney General
of a State says I wvould like to meet with you one more
time, our tendency is to say sure. It is not as though
ve are going to pass a document. I haven't read this
last memo with maybe the attention I should either, but
I typically accede to requests for meetings by people
vhe bring matters of concern to our attention.

COMMISSIONER AHEARNE: I don't think the
Chairman was saying ve shouldn't meet vith these
people. The point that had come up after the HKayward
Tyler event was the sharing of information on an
uncompleted investigation outside of the agency. That
vas the issue. It wasn't don't meet with these people.
It was don't meet with someone and share with them what
the investigation has divulged.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: But I admit this is a

special case, and I think it is wise if we can take a

little bit of time to explore it before we get ourselves

inadvertently ovar our heais.

COMMISSIONER AHEARNE: In the discussion
certainly ---

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: We may get in over our
head anyhow, but if we decide that.that is the right

thing to 45, then we will try to ---

COMMISSIONER RHEARNE: In the discussions that
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I think wve had ve did not focus at all, or at least I

know I didn't, on the situation you are nowv talking

about. We really wvere, at least I wvas thinking of

sharing these results with someone wvho was under

investigation.
COMMISSIONER
M?. BICKWIT:
in this circumstance.
this in a public ress
session then you wou.:
MR. KEPPLER:
MR. BICKWIT:
MR. KEPPLER:
MR. BICKWIT:
¥ith the licensee.

MR. KEPPLER:

ASSELSTINE: So was I, yes.
I still think there is a problem

i don't think vou intend to do

ne If you did it in a public

be shar ng it with the licensee.
As a matter of fact, I was.
Were you?
Yes.

Well, then you are sharing it

The meeting was between us and

the parties that ve mentioned. I guess we talked about

this today in Harold's office and Commonwealth Edison

overheard the comment and they know about the meeting.

They asked if they could attend and I said, sure, our

meetinos are public.
MR. BICKWIT:

that wvas raised.

Then you do0 have the problem

CHAIRMAN PALLAPINO: I think it is wvorth

talking about it so we knov all the answvers.
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COMYISSIONER AHEARNE: I guess that
realistically vould mean you would have to postpone your
meeting.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: When is your meeting set?

¥R. KEPPLER: Tomorrow morning.

(Laughter.)

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: I would recommend
postponing it.

¥R. KEPPLER: Okay. We will postpone it. I
guess I urge that you as you discuss this matter take
into account the point I was trying to deal wvwith here.
I think if we can find a way to deal effectively with
people who are representing concerns, I think ve are
better cff to share information with them ahead of time
rather than have to deal in a public meeting with it
aftervard.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: What I was thinking of,
Jim, if we would spend a few minutes after the meeting
vith Len, and I think I would like Jim Fitzgerald if we
can get him, to talk a2bout this specific problem before
you go off and change your meeting that it may turn out
that the issue is so different here that we will take a
different risk and ve may say okay iet's take it.

COMMISSIONER AHEARNE: Had you intended to

also discuss the falsification of records issue?
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MR. KEPPLER: Let me ansver that by saying =---

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: That is one of th- 20.

COMMISSIONER AHEARNE: I understand it is, but
you see nov here is a situation where if it is really
falsification, vhereas the rest of these so far it seenms
the conclusion they are reaching is that there is no
problem, and clearly there is a probiem. Now it may not
end up being a significant safety problem, but it is
clearly a problem and action is going to have to be
taken.

MR. NORELIUS: I might just comment that that
is one that the licensee is clearly avare of. You know,
they knov that ve think there is falsification of
records now.

COMMISSIONKER AHEARNE: Yes, sir.

MR. NORELIUS: They are fully aware of that,
and I guess there wouldn't be anything that wve would say
in that me2ting that they don't already know on that
issue.

COMMISSIONER AHERRNE: Unless if the records
vere falsified, whoever did falsify the records may not
know.

MR. KEPPLER: I think it would be my intent on
that subject that it is still an open subject and not to

pursue it at the meeting other than to address there
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still is an open issue.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: Well, I was going to
suggest that since you are here, and what time do you
have to leave?

¥R. KEPPLER: We have plenty of time.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINO: Do you have some time?

MR. BICKWIT: Sure.

CHAIRMAN PALLADINOs: And I would like to see
i1f we couli get Fitzgerald in and see vhere we stand on
our options.

Any more on this, Jim?

¥R. NORELIUS: Again, we could go into detail
on the others.

COMMISSIONER ASSELSTINE: Could you just touch
briefly on Ho. 13, sabotage, which I gather was putting
flammable materials in fire extinguishers.

KR. NORELIUS: There were two parts to it.

One was that there were gauges which were broken anu. one
that somebody had put flammable liquids like gasoline in
the fire extinguishers.

In terms of gauges that may have been damaged
or broken, that may have been a problem, but if they are
safety related egquipment they vere fixed and they vere
subject to the testing program. So that one ve feel ve

have a hanile on.
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In terms of the fire problem, the licensee has
done annual fire extinguisher maintenance records for
the last three years. So ve believe that resolves it.
Whether it happened or we didn't determine, but wve think
ve are confident that there is not a problem now.

COMMISSIONER ASSELSTINE: There is no impact
on it, but you veren't able to verify whether or not it
had occurred.

¥R. NORELIUS: That is correct.

COMMISSIONER ASSELSTINE: How about No. 18,
the cover up of deficiencies?

ER. NORELIUS: That was one that was very
general ani wve debated whether or not to try to do
anything. It wvas a former employee of the
architect/engineer who alleged that the supervisor had
made such a statement that there were deficiencies and
he wasn't going to tell anybody about them. We looked
at the Sargent and Lundy program bacause about the last
four or five on this list related to Sargent and Lundy.
So we looked guite a bit at their program generally.

This individual gave us the name of another
person who had wvorked there in a similar time period.
We talked to that individual who did not confirm any of
the same problems that the first one did and in our

discussions we couldn't get a handle on anything that
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led us to believe it was a problem. So we don't know
vhat else to do and we didn't see any other indication
of the problem.

CHAIRKAN PALLADINO: Okay. Any more?

COMMISSIONER AHEARNE: I just have one
question. I didn‘'t know vhether anybody was go.ng to
address it. I hal asked at the agend: planning session
to have someone vho might be<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>