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J. G. Keppler -3 - September 10, 1982

COMMONWEALTH EDISON COMMITMENTS

Commonwealth Edison will follow the policy outlined in reference
(b) until Zion Station and the NRC reach an agreement on the use of
Section 1.0.D of the Technical Specifications. OQur current interpreta-
tion of the intent of Section 1.0.D is attached. We will discuss this
interpretation with the NRC's Zion Resident Inspection, and we remain
available for further discussions with additional NRC personnel as
required in order to reach an acceptable resolution.

Please address questions regarding this matter to this matter to
this office.

Very truly yours,

P : _
7 I Lk
W. L. Stiede
Assistant vice President
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At tachment
cc: Zion Resident Inspector
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ATTACHMENT
CURRENT ZION STATION INTERPRETATION OF TECH SPEC SECTION 1.0.D

Inoperable equipment limitations and the associated time limit for an

inoperable piece of equipment as stated in the Tech Specs are based on several
factors:

1. The need for the inoperable piece of equipment to mitigate the
consequences of an accident.

2. A reasonab': repair time for equipment failures.

3. The probability of additional equipment failures.

4. The probability for an accident to occur that would require the equipment
to be available.

For startup after a trip to affect the inoperable equipment allowance or
the duration of inoperability stated in the Tech Specs, the cause of the trip
or the act of starting up would have had to affect one of the above items upon
which the Tech Specs were based.

The trips which could not be considered as inadvertent, therefore, are
those that result from reactor plant transients that could alter the
probability for additional equipment failure iue to the challenge that was put
on the equipment or could alter the probabiliiv for an accident to occur due

to physical parameter changes such as temperature, pressure, or power
excursions.

Our position is that balance ot plant initiated trips caused by personnel
error or minor equipment malfunctions do not alter the probabilities upon
which the Tech Specs were based and therefore can be considered as inadvertent
trips and the existing Limiting conditions for Operation for inoperable
equipment apply.
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S8 f‘"”‘) Commonwealth Edison
One First Nationa! Plaze, Chicago. Niinois
e Agaress Reply to. Post Office Box 767
Chicago, llinois 60690
July 23, 1982

Enforcement - Region III
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
799 Roosevelt Road
Glen Ellyn, IL 60137

Subject: Zion Station Units 1 and 2
Recovery from Inadvertant Trip
NRC Docket Nos. 50-295 and 50-304

Dear Mr. Keppler:

This is to inform you of the actions we will be taking
regarding startup of the Zion units with equipment required by the
Technical Specifications out-of-service, and the interpretation of
the phrase "recovery from inadvertant trip."™ These matters were
discussed with memrers of your staff in an Enforcement Conference at
Region III on July 21, 1982.

Pending the development of a written interpretation of the
existing Technical Specification that is mutually acceptable to
Commonwealth Edison and the NRC (or a modification of the existing
Technical Specifications), the following actions will be taken upon
a trip of one -of the Zion units:

1. The cause of the trip will be determined and corrected, and the
unit will be prepared for startup according to General Operating
Procedure-1. This procedure includes checklists that verify the
availability of Technical Specification required equipment.
(Note: )This is a reaffirmation of the policy currently in
effect.

2. 1f equipment required by the Technical Specifications is
inoperable, the following actions will be taken:

a) A determination will be made as to whether the planned
startup constitutes "recovery from inadvertant trip.”»
This determination will be made by applying a c.nservative
interpretation of the definition of "inadvertant", with
consideration of the current NRC regulatory position as
presented at the July 21 meeting. This determination will
require the concurrence and approval of the Zion Station
Superintendent and the vice President and General Manager
of Nuclear Stations or his designated alternate.

b) The NRC will be informed of the results of our determina-
tion. However, the act of informing the NRC will not be
considered a prerequisite for unit startup.
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J. G. Keppler -2 - July 23, 1982

Commonwealth Edison will begin the development of a written
clarification to the Technical Specificatons, and will enlist the
co-operation of the NRC's Zion Resident Inspector and other members
of the NRC staff in this effort.

Please address any questions that you may have concerning
this matter to this office.

Very truly yours,

L& A

F. G. Lentine
Nuclear Licensing Administrator

1m

€c: Zion Resident Inspector
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