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February 23, 1983

NOTICE Ob NCN-ROUTINE EVEAT INVOLVING AGREEMENT STATE OR
AGREEMENT MATCRIALS - 83-0%

This Noti onstitutes an early report of events rring 1n_a_n_'gm
State of p_orsﬂSh safety or public interest si n1?1!uco. The inforsation

Sresentsd 15 a3 _tnitially reccived without veri?ication or evaluatl is
pastcally all thet i3 knows by State Agreements Progrim staff s oates

AGREEMENT STATE: New York il ‘
FACILITY: Aubyrn Stse! Company i

Auburn, New York ; 2
SUBJECT: _ CONTAMINATION OF METALS PRODUCTION FACILITY
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The Auburn Steel Comoany, Auburn. New York, manufactures TORIT-rods for com=
crete reinforcement. The rods are made by seiting a “charge” of steel, which
s "lagled” icto a cast‘ng machine far continucus casting of the rods. A level
gauge using & seaied radicactive soJurce and a raciation detector 1s used %o asy

that the level of stee] in the casting machine is maintained at the proger
level. '

At approximately 1:00 p.m. on Fedbruary 21, 1983, a “charge® was prepared fros
scrap steel for this process. when the "charge” wes "ladled® into the casting
machine, workers noticed that the level gauge was “"going haywire®, When

gauge continued to respond abnormally, the compény Radiation Safety Officer
(RSO) closed the shutter on the level gauge. which shields the redicactive
sourcs. when the radiation cetector continued to respond, the RSO degan to
perform surveys with 3 geiger counte™. He ‘found that the rods produced from
this charge had radiation levels of aporoximately 24 ak/hr it 3 feet, and that
the "ladle”, the casting sachine, and the bag house used o trap sirborne
particies, were contaminated, The licensee Nas taken yrine samplies and nose
wipes from workers who were prescnt im the area to evaluate possible intarnal
exposures. and is evaluating external expasures from time and distancs
information. The operation has Deen shyt down and a consultant has been
retained %o assist in cecontamindting the factlity. The licensee has also

contacted its suppliers of scrap stael to sittempt to detsrming the source of
the contamination.

The New York Cagertmert of Health, which is responsibie for emergency responsa.
was notified at approximately 6:00 p.m. on Feorvary 21, 1983. The New York
Department of Labar, which l1icsnses the level gauge at Auburn Scael Co., was
notified 2t acoroximately 10:00 a.m. on February 22, 1983. The New Yors
Cepartment of lLabor 1s plasning to send an {nspector o take of fsite samoles

ind svaiuats of¥site releasas. A representative New York Devparisent
of Heglth is performing onsits surtzzg_,f e
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Region | was rotified of this event Dy a newsparer reporiar at aporoximataly
3:006 a.m. on February 22. 1983. | \
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