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NOTICE OF NON-ROUTINE EVENT INVOLVING AGREEMENT STATE. OR -' -" "' ='
AGREEMENT MATERIALS - 83-06

. .. -- - - ___

. .

This Netice constitutes an early report of events occurring in an Aorsement
State of possible safety or public interest. sienificance. The information

.

presented is. as initia,lly received without verification or evaluation anc is
basically all- that. is known by Stats Acreements Prograar staff as of this date.

.

AGREEMENT STATE: New York . - - - - - - --

.- - - .
. .

FACILITY: Long Irland Nuclear Services i

: - ~ ~ ~ - '-

Be11 port, New York'

(former licensee) |
, , , _ _

. -

,,

SUILlECT: .CONTAMINAT' ION AT FORMERLY LICENSED S.I_T.E_., _ _ _ _ _ . ..

Long Island Nuclear Services, Ballport, New York was formerly licensed by the
New York Departa,nt of Labor and. the AEC' to collect radioactive waste from New
York State. and. AEC licensass and. ship the wasta to licensed burial sites. The
if eenses were teminated in approx.imately 1970 because of recurrent
noncompliance with the New York Department of Labor license. The licensee. .

went bankrupt, and disposal of residual wastes at the licensee's f acility was-
performed by Suffolk County, New York.

On .~obruary 28, 1983, at approximately 3 7 m., Region I. was notified by t'h'
~~

*
s-

Suffolk County Department of Health that they were performing additional
measurements..at. this fomerly. licensed. facility, and had found indications of- -- - -
buried radioactive materials. The top of an unidentified object which they
wre attempting to excavate appeared to produce radiatiort levels of 4..mR/hr on.
contact. County inspectors. are continuing to make measurements at this site,
asststed by physicists from Brookhaven National . Laboratories, Upton, New
York.

Region I. has notified. the New York Department of Labor. ho medii interes.t bas
'

be n reported. Regiort I. will respond to prsss inquiries. - - - - - -

,

.

CONTACT: Myu Campbell - ... - - -

a88-1246 . - - . - = - _ _ =--
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NOTICE OF NON-ROUTINE EVENT INVOLVING AGREEMENT STATE OR
AGREEMENT MATERIAL - 83-05B

This NOTICE constitutes an early report of events occurring in an The
Agreement State of possible safety or public interest sianificant.
information presented is an initially received without verification or
evaluation and is basically all this is known by State Agreement Program _
staff as of this date.

AGREEMENT STATE: New York

Auburn Steel Company
FACILITY: Auburn, New York

COBALT-60 CONTAMINATION OF METALS PRODUCTIONSUBJECT: FACILITY (Update)^

'
-

This is to provide a further update on the contamination of the Auburn
Steel Company steel plant in upstate New York.

*

On March 4, 1983, the company president and other management officialsof the steel company met with EPA officials in Washington to discuss the
Company's application for EPA Superfund monies to defray the cost ofThe

decontaminating the plant, estimated to at 1.2 million dollars. decontamination project began March 3, 1983 and is likely to take 3
_

EPA officials expressed the view that this situation was not
NRC-0SP representatives attended theweeks.

eligible for Superfund money.
meeting to address any questions concerning the Agreement State program
and technical aspects of sealed source manufacture, distrQution and
use.

The steel company stated that scrap steel is obtained from about 100Scrap steel is usually
sources in the northeast and in Canada.IP has been notified of the possible
processed within 10-14 days.New York State Police are investigating theinternational aspects. Region I has furnished the
records of scrap shipments to the plant. State Police a list of companies authorized to manufacture or distribute
Cobalt-60 sealed sources and a list of NRC licensees in New YorkThe NRC Office of Investigation plans
authorized to possess Cobalt-60.to offer the State Police assistance in their efforts to identify the
origin of the Cobalt-60.

The New York Department of Labor has reviewed and approved aRegion I
decontamination plan submitted by the contractor at the site.
has reviewed and commented on the plan.

Based upon available information, the contamination is confined towithin the property boundaries of the steel plant and does not present[,,
There is no evidence,

'

' p y ?h'an immediate threat to public health and safety..

Dh p of contamination of workers.
/
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Media interest is continuing and Region I is responding to media
. inquiries.

This information is current as of 9:00 a.m., March 10, 1983.

Contacts: Myu Campbell, Region I Joel 0. Lubenau, OSP
488-1246 492-9887

Distribution:

Chairman Palladino S. J. Chilk, SECY
Commissioner Gilinsky C. C. Kammerer, CA
Commissioner Ahearne H. Plaine, GC
Commissioner Roberts
Commissioner Asselstine

W. J. Dircks, ED0 R. DeYoung, IE
H. Denton, NRR L. Cobb, IE
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G. Cunningham, ELD All Regions
R. Minogue, RES J. Fouchard, PA
J. Davis, NMSS C. Heltemes, AE00
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