NOTICE OF NON-ROUTINE EVENT INVOLVING AGREEMENT STATE OR
AGREEMENT MATERIALS - 83-06 oy e

This Netice constitutes ai earl rt of events cccurring in an Agreement
State Of possibie safety or uEhc interest significancs. e informaticn
resented /s as 1n‘.t1a.|i “recaived without verification or evaluation ang is
basically all that |s known by State Agreements Program staff as of this date.

AGREEMENT STATE: New York T R A

FACILITY: Long Islang Nuclear Services
(former licensae)

- - .- - — e

SUBJECT: CONTAMINATION AT FORMERLY LICENSED SITE_ ___

Long lsland Nuclear Services, 3ellpaor:, New York was formerly !{cansed by the
New York Department of Laber and the AEC to collect radicactive wasta from New
Yors State and AEC licenseas and ship the wasta to Ticsnsad Durial sites. "he
licenses were terminated in approximately 1S70C because of recurrent
noncompliance with the New York Qepartment of Labor 1icanse. Tha l{censee
vent bankrupt, and disposal of residual wastes at the licensee's facility was
performed by Suffolk County, New York.

On “epruary 28, 1983, at approximately 3 p.m., Region I was notified by the
Suffslx County Deiartment of Health that they were performing acditional
messurements at this formerly licensed facility, and had found indications of
suried radicactive materials. The %op of an unidantified object which they
wers attempting %0 excavate appeared to procduce radiatiom levels of 4 aR/hr an
contact. County fnspectors are comtinuing te make measurements it this site,
ass!stad Sy physicists from Brookhaven Nazional Laberatories, Upton, New

York.

Reg‘on I has notified the New York Department of Labor. No mecia Tatares: ras
seen reportad. Regiem [ will respond to press inguiries. e = - -
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NOTICE OF NON-ROUTINE EVENT INVOLVING AGREEMENT STATE OR
AGREEMENT MATERIAL - 83-05B

This NOTICE constitutes an early report of events occurring in an
reement otate Of pOsSSiDI€ safety or public interest significant. The
information resented is an initiall receivea without verification or
evaluat?on and 1S 5as3ca|iy all this is known Sy State Aqreement Program
staff as of _this date.

AGREEMENT STATE: New York

Auburn, New York
SUBJECf: _ COBALT-60 CONTAMINATION OF METALS PRODUCTION
' FACILITY (Update)

‘This is to provide a further update on the contamination of the Auburn

FACILITY: Auburn Steel Company

Steel Company steel plant in upstate New York.

On March 4, 1983, the company president and other management officials
of the steel company met with EPA officials in Washington to discuss the
Company's application for EPA Superfund monies to defray the cost of
decontaminating the plant, estimated to at 1.2 million dollars. The
decontamination project began March 3, 1983 and is 1ikely to take 3
weeks. EPA officials expressed the view that this situation was not
eligible for Superfund money. NRC-0SP representatives attended the
meeting to address any questions concerning the Agreement State program
and technical aspects of sealed source manufacture, distr sution and
use.

The steel company stated that scrap steel is obtained from about 100
sources in the northeast and in Canada. Scrap steel is usually
processed within 10-14 days. IP has been notified of the possible
international aspects. New York State Police are investigating the
records of scrap shipments to the plant. Region I has furnished the
State Police a list of companies authorized to manufacture or distribute
Cobalt-60 sealed sources and a 1ist of NRC licensees in New York
authorized to possess Cobait-60. The NRC Office of Investigation plans
to offer the State Police assistance in their efforts to identify the
origin of the Cobalt-60.

The New York Department of Labor has reviewed and approved a
decontamination plan submitted by the contractor at the site. Region I
has reviewed and commented on the plan.

Based upon available information, the contamination is confined to
within the property boundaries of the steel plant and does not present
“an immediate threat to public health and safety. There is no evidence
of contamination of workers.
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Media interest is continuing and Region I is responding to media
inquiries.

This information is current as of 9:00 a.m., March 10, 1983,

Contacts: Myu Campbell, Region I Joel 0. Lubenau, OSP
488-1246 492-9887
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