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March 23, 1983

Dr. Harold R. Denton

Director of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D, C. 20555

Dear Dr. Dent:n:

The correction by NRC (copy enclosed) of the erroneous statement about
scram breaker classification at Yanke~, which appeared in the Lashington Post
on March 16, is very much appreciated.

Although the plant was constructed in 1960 before the term Safety Class
had been invented, electrical equipment purchased for use in critical
application was afforded special attention in construction, maintenance, and
testing. In the early 1970s, when Quality Assurance progrars began to
develop, this process was formalized and safety classification of electrical
equipment was documented. At that time, the reactor trip breakers at Yankee
were designated as safety related. Since then, maintenance, testing, repair,
and procurement of spare parts associated with these devic~-. have been
formally acknowledged as safety-related activities and conducted in accordance
with the appropriate written procedures and administrative con.rols,

The direct results of these controls are hard to quantify; however, for
the past ten years, surveillance records show that *he reactor trip breakers
have been tested (plant trips or surveillance testiug) over 3,000 times each
without a single failure. We are assured by results ~uch as these that the
Yankee plant is being safely and correctly operated and maintained and that
our management system is very sound.

Thank vou again for vour time and every consideration in this matter.
Very truly yours,
YANKEE ATOMIC ELECTRIC COMPANY

Donald W, Edwards, T 'rector
Operational Projects/Licensing
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