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1. On Augu st 21, 1981, Dr. r(f err'ed a patient to
the Nuclear Medicine Service for a gated bloed pool study. The
patient received an intravenous inj ecticn of 5 millict. ries of 99CTc-
sulfur colloid instead of the 20 rr.3111 Curies 99mic-pyrophosphate
required for the requested study.

2. Dr. R. E. Polcyn, Chief, Nuclear Medicine Serv u e, deter;,ined
there was no cicar indication for not informing the patient of
the error. He infomed the patient, and the patient consented to
havinE the liver / spleen examination for which the dose of radio-

,

colloid is routinely administered. The requested cardiac study
was subsequently perfomed three days later.

3. In retrospect, this misadministration was the direct result
.

of inadequate correlation between patient infonnation present on
the label affixed to the syringe containing the radiopharmaceutical
and the patient identification band worn by the patient. I-

4. The misadministration has been discussed with all mecbers of
the Nucicar Medicine Service with particular emphasis on the

! importance of verifying that patient identification on the radio-
: pharmaceutical, the consultation form, and wristband is identical.
| Kritten performance standards for the technologists underscore the

seriousness of such misadministrations by stating that an individual,

can potentially be removed from his/her position as a Nuclear Medicine
- Technologist as a direct result of misadministrations.
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