City ot Grand Junction, Colorado
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ision of Low-Level Waste Management and Deccmmissioning
White Flint North Building

5 Rockville Pike
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you for taking the time with us regarding the Department of
Energy's Uranium Mill Tailings Remedial Action (UMTRA) program in
Grand Junction.

The current planned end to the UMTRA program is 1996 but we
understand that DOE will be asking for an extension until 1998.
The DOE has asked for NRC concurrence to leave approximately
800,000 cubic yards of mill tailings in the City of Grand Junctiocn
through the application of Supplemental Standards. The City cf
Grand Junction has for many years expressed great concern with
leaving these materials in place without a plan to deal with their
eventual disturbance.

We understand that the NRC has not approved a generic supplemental
standards application until the DOE has a post-UMTRA plan in place.
The City of Grand Junction whole-heartedly agrees with the need to
have a post-UMTRA plan. The 800,000 cubic yards of mill tailings
that are located under streets, sidewalks and around utility lines
are routinely encountered during normal maintenance and
construction activity. Within the last 2 weeks there have been
several instances of disturbing mill tailings with construction
work. One of these locations was a previcusly unknown deposit of
mill tailings.

It has been estimated that the cost of excavating, hauling and
disposing of the 800,000 cubic yards of material at a disposal site
in Utah is $640 million. We are concerned that if the current
UMTRA project ends without a plan for these materials the financial
burden would be transferred to the 32,000 taxpayers in the City of
Grand Junction.
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The Honorable Hank Brown May 17, 1994
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510-0604

Dear Senator Brown:

I am responding to your letter of April 6, 1994, in which you reguested
assistance in replying to a letter from Reford C. Theobold, Mayor of Grand
Junction, Colorado. The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission staff is aware of
the situation regarding uranium mill tailings that will remain in Grand
Junction at the completion of the Uranium Mill Tailings Remedial Action
(UMTRA) Project. As Mayor Theobold points out, some of the vicinity property
tailings that are in unexposed, difficult-to-excavate areas, such as under
streets and around utilities, would be Teft by the U.S. Department of Energy
(DOE) .

The NRC staff met with Mayor Theobold to discuss this subject on March 14,
1994. During that meeting, we informed the Mayor and his staff that we are
working with DOE, through our review and concurrence process, to ensure
development of 2 post-UMTRA plan, to handle these and other tailings remaining
after the project ends. Furilhermore, DOE has informed us that it has plans to
complete a draft post-UMTRA position paper by July 1, 1994. This paper will
consider the results of the recent value engineering session sponsored by the
Colorado Department of Health, to address this issue.

Please convey this status to the Mayor in your response. [ trust that this
reply responds to your request.

Sincerely,

Origingl signed by
Hugh L Thompson, &.

¥ James M. Taylor
Executive Director
for Operations

Distribution: See attachment
SUBJECT ABSTRACT: EDO-9988: URANIUM MILL TAILINGS REMEDIAL ACTION SUMTRAO PROGRAM

* See previous concurrence
Mark Small Boxes in Concurrence Block to Define Distribution Copy Preference.
In small Box on "OFC:* line enter: C = Cover E = Cover & Enciosure N = No Copy

OFC HLUR* HLUR* , HLUR* DWM DwWM*
NAME | DGillen/dh JHolonich EKraus JGreeves MKnapp
5/10/94 4/25/94 5,10/94

NMSS* NMSS* E00 yf EDO

rl
NAME | GArloito RBernero DRathbﬁj‘jg HThompson JTaylor

5/11/94 5/13/94 S /k/98

1le Name:s:\ N L r L Y
In small Box on *DATE:* line enter: M = E-Mail Distribution Copy H = Hard Copy

POR : YES ___ NO ___ Category: Proprietary ___ or CF Only
ACNW: YES __ NO ___
16 : YES __ NO ___ Delete file after distribution: Yes ___ No ___

FSOENTO72 1 4



CONGRESSIONAL CORRZSPONDENCE BYBTIX
DOCTMENT PREPARATION CHECXLIET

T:is checkiist is pe submitted vith each document (or group of
Qs/As) sent for 4iag {nte the CC3.

1. BRIZP DESCRIPTION OF [OCUNENT(S) : A
2. TYPE OF DOCOMENT™ ______ Corrsspondances Kearingmw (QszAn):
1. DOCUXENT CONTROL __ Sensitive (NRC Only) Hoz~gensitive

CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTZE and SUBCOMMITTEZES (4f applicable)

Congrassicnal Committse

Subconmittse
SUBJEL L CODES :
(a)
(b}
(e}
SBOURCEZ OF DOCUMENTS
(a) ______ 5520 (document RARS
(» _____ Scan. (¢y . Attachzents
(&) Rakay (@) ______ Otier
SYSTZH LOG DATES
(w) : pats OCA seant document to CC3
(» pats CC3. recsivess docunent
(e) ‘ pats returned to OCA for additional i{nforaation
(4) pate ressubmitted Dy OCA to CC3 -
(@) pats entared inte CC3 by
(£ pats OCA notified that document is in CC2

COCHHENTS




