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W.A. BOADE M.D.. LIMITED
DIAGNOSTIC MEDICAL IMAGING

Procedures For Safely Opening Packages

Special requirements must be followed for packages
containing quantities of radioactive material in excess of
the Type A quantity limits specified in paragraph 1

20.20S(b) of 10 CFR Part 20 (e.g.; more than 20 curies of '

MO-99, Tc-99m, uncompressed Xe-133 or more than 3 curies
of Xe-133 1-131, Cs-137, Ir-192. I-125, or more than
0.001 curie of Ra-226). Radioactive shipments will be
monitored for external radiation levels and surface
contamination within 3 hours after receipt if received '

during working hours or not later than 3 hours from the
beginning of the next working day if received after hours.

A. All packages will be opened using the following I

procedures:

1. Put on gloves to prevent hand comtamination.

2. Visually inspect the package for any sign of
damage (e.g., wetness, crushed). If damage is
noted, stop procedures and notify the Radiation :

Safety Officer. [

3. Measure exposure at 1-meter from the package
surface and record. If the reading is greater
than 10 mR/hr, stop the procedure and notify the j
Radiation Safety Officer.

.

4. Measure the surface exposure rate and record. If
the measurement is greater than 22 mR/hr. stop
the procedure and notify Radiation Safety Officer.

S. Do a wipe test of th? outer surface of the
shipping container. nacord the results on the
Sticker. If the outer surface wipe test shows
contamination, or there is any damage to the
package, a wipe of the external surface of the

,

final source container should also be done. '

Acceptable limits are less than 200 dpm for
I131 P32 or Sres, 2200 dpm for Tc29m. or
TL201

,

$

a

, _ _ _ _ _ _ _



,

. . .
.

*
, .

A

.

6. Open the package with the following precautionary
steps:

a. Open the outer package (following
manufacturer's directions, if supplied) and
remove the packing slip.

b. Open the inner package and verify that the
contents within agree with those items on the
packing slip, compare requisitions, packing
slip and vial label.

c. Check the integrity of the final source
container (i.e., inspect for breakage of
seals or vials, loss of liquid and/or
discoloration of packaging materials).

7 a. Check that the shipment does not exceed
possession limits.

b. Record all appropriate information on log
book or utilization form.

8. Monitor the packing materials and the package
for contamination before discarding.

a. If contaminated, treat as radioactive waste.

b. If not contaminated, obliterate radiation
warning labels before discarding in the
regular trash.

9. Records of the receipt of Radioactive Materials
will be maintained and kept in a 3-ring binder on
the bookshelf within the Hot Lab.
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