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Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401 Gray Files

Dear Mr. Musolf:

SUBJECT: CU'iPLETION OF COMTAINMENT PU%E GEhERIC ISSUE H-24 AND NUREG-0737
ITE?1 II.E.4.2 - PRAIRIE ISLAND UNIT 'h)S.1 AHU 2

In our letters dated Novenber 28, 1978, October 29, 1979, Novenber 2, 1981
and March 3, 1932 we identified generic concerns of purging and ventinq
of containnents that are applicable to the Prairie Island Nuclear Generating
Plant Units No. I and Ho. 2. You have responded to our concerns by letters
dated January 5, April 12, July 10. Hovenber 14,1979; March 17, June 3,
Novenber 7,1980; May 6, Decenher 3,1931 and April 30, 1982 on which we
nased our review. From this review we conclude that containment purging
at Prairie Island nay resone, using the low volune purqe and ventilation
systen (4000 CPI) for both units on a limited basis. Purging on a linited
basis by the low volone purqe systen is predicated upon your conpleting
plant nodifications conmitted to by your letter dated April 30, 1982 and
havinq plant proceduras and anendnents to the Technical Specifications in
place as a prerequisite to connence purqinq ana venting operations.

You are requested to submit proposed changes to Technical Specifications
within 90 days fron the date of this letter covering the areas detailed
belon.

1. The containnent penetrations of the high volune (33,000 CF't) purge
and Venti}ation systei:'s wii1 ne sealed shut ny neans of blind fianges
isolatinq the porqe and vent valves tron the containnent atnosphere
when the units are operated above cold shutdown.

2. The double oasketed seils of the blind flanges of the nigh volone purge
and ventilation systen will undergo a type 3 leak test as prescribed
by 10 CFR Part 50 Appendix J prior to oreratinq the units above cold
shutdoun if the flanges have been renoved durinq cold shutdown or
durinq a refuelinq outaqe.

3. The containoent penetrations of the low voluno purae and ventilation
systens will be sealed shut by neans of blind flanges during plant
operations above cold shutdo.m except when purging is required for
safety related reasons.
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4 As a prerequisite to purging with the low volume purge and ventilation
systems (4,000 CFit), the containment isolation valves will undergo a
type C leak test as prescribed by 10 CFR Part 50 Appendix J to assure
the isolation function of the purge and vent valves during purging
operations.

5. The double gasketed seals of the blind flanges at the containment pen-
etrations of the leu volume purge and ventilation systens nust undergo
a type B leak test as prescribed in 10 CFR Part 50 Appendix J each tine
the blind flanges are installed as a prerequisite to operating the units
above cold shutdown and af ter purging operation is completed when the
reactor is above cold shutdown.

6 Purging by the low volume purge and ventilation system (4,000 CFM) shall
be minimized and shall be limited to safety related reasons.

Your proposed schedule for completing the modifications on the high volume
purge and ventilation during the next refueling outagn for each unit (i.e.,
sumer of 1982 for Unit 2 and the fall of 198? for Unit 1) and the schedule
for completing the nodifications of the low volume purge and ventilation
systen by the 1982 refueling cutage for Unit 1 and the 1983 refueling out-
age for Unit 2 are acceptable.

As a result of our review of your subnittals we have concluded that you
have adequately responded to our long tem generic concerns regarding the
containment purga issue. Excent for resolving the matter of issuing amend-
nents to the Technical Specifications, the long term generic concerns for
containr'ent purge are resolved. In addition, because of the sinilarity
of these long tern generic concerns with the positions identified in Iten
II.E.4.2 of NUREG-0737 THI Action Plan, we also ccmpleted our review of your
responses to these positions. l!c find your reponses to the position of
Iten II.E.4.2 of NUREG-0737 TMI Action Plan are acceptable and therefore
the issues of Iten II.E.4.2 are resolved.

A cnny of our Safety Evaluation Report is enclosed.

Sincerely,

Original simud by
Robert A. Clark
Robert A. Clark, Chief
Operating Reactors Cranch #3
Division Licensing

Enclosure: % w
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Northern States Power Company

CC:

Gerald Charnoff, Esquire
Shaw, Pittman, Potts and Trowbridge
1800 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20036

Mr. Louis J. Breimburst Mr. R. L. Tanner
Executive Director County Auditor
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency Red Wing, Minnesota 55066
1935 W. County Road B2
Roseville, Minnesota 55113 U. S. Environmental Protection Agency

Federal Activities Branch
The Environmental Conservation Library Region V Office
Minneapolis Public Library ATTN: Regional Radiation
300 Nicollet Mall Representative
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401 230 South Dearborn Street

Chicago, Illinois 60604
-Mr. E. L. Watz1, Plant Manager .

Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant
Northern States Power Company
Route 2
Welch, Minnesota 55089

Jocelyn F. Olson, Esquire
Special Assistant Attorney General
Minnesr ta Pollution Control Agency
1935 W. County Road B2
Roseville, Minneosta 55113

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Resident Inspectors Office
Route #2, Box 500A
Welch, Minnesota 55089

Regional Administrator
Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Region III

| Office of Executive Director for Operations
| 799 Roosevelt Road
' Glen Ellyn, Illinois 60137
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