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2) If reduced frequencies were to be allowed, state and local governments
would have the incentive to spend their limited resources on upgrading

and maintaining an effective state of emergency preparedness.

3) The NRC and FEMA would have the authority to treat each state and
local government individually. This would allow the granting of
decreased exercise frequency as a reward for good performance.

The NRC and FEMA should have the specific authority to require any exercise
frequency based on exercisc performance while allowing sufficient time for
evaluation and corrections of deficiencies. However, the performance of
state and local goverrnaments will improve as performance criteria become
better understood, emergency planning programs become better established,
and training programs become more effective. The NRC and FEMA, as well as
state and local governments, could more effectively spend their limited
resources by concentrating on areas of weakness rather than requiring
unnecessary exercises. Therefore, a more direct approach involving an
appraisal followed by performance audits that focus on areas of potential
weakness may be found to be more efficient and effective than full scale
exercises in certain cases.

PSI appreciates this opportunity to comment on the proposed rule. Please
feel free to contact me if clarification or discussion of these comments
is desired.

Sincerely,

S. W. Shields
SWS/MEN/131



