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March 11, 1983

Mr. W.C. Seidle, Chief
Reactor Projects Branch 2
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Region IV I -- - - - -s

611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 1000 hh~ ~ ]
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KMLNRC 83-024
Re: Docket No. STN 50-482
Subj: Final 10CFR50.55 (e) Report - Garrett |_

Solenoid Valves |

Dear Mr. Seidle :

This letter is submitted as the Final 10CFR50.55(e) Report concerning
solenoid valves manufactured by the Garrett Corporation. This item
was initially reported by Mr. Earl Creel of Kansas Gas and Electric
Company (KG&E) to Mr. William Johnson of the Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission, Region IV, on February 11, 1983.

Recently the Garrett Corporation made a " Precautionary Notification" to
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) concerning a long-term reliability
problem with its nuclear solenoid valves which are used to control Power
Operated Relief Valves (PORV) . The deficiency was discovered as a result
of long-term endurance testing which revealed the possibility of material
galling between internal components within the solenoid valve. The galling
can cause the solenoid valve to stick and prevent the proper operation
of the PORV's . The notification identified the potentially affected Nuclear
Units and Wolf Creek Generating Station was included in the list. KG&E's
subsequent investigation revealed that Wolf Creek had received two of the
solenoid valves with the potential deficiency. Nonconformance Report
ISN8794PR was issued to document the deficiency and provide appropriate
control measures. The valves are not yet installed.

Garrett has resolved this problem by making changes in the materials and
tolerances of detail components. Testing of these design changes has been
accomplished to assure satisfactory operation over the design life of the
valve. KG&E will have the valves in question retrofit with the required
changes to assure reliable operation of the PORVs. It is anticipated that
this corrective action will be completed by the end of this year; but, in
any event it will be accomplished prior to fuel load.

If you have any questions concerning this subject, please contact me or
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Mr. W.C. Seidle
KMLNRC 83-024 -2- March 11, 1983

Mr. Otto Maynard of my staff.

Yours very truly,

gjg| Y b
plenn L. Koester

VI.:e President - Nuclear
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4. cc: Mr. R.C. DeYoung
Director of Inspectionand Enforcement
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

Messrs. HRoberds/SSchum
Resident NRC Inspectors
P.O. Box 311
Burlington, Kansas 66839
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