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Inspection Summary

Special Inspection on September 22-23, 1982 (Report 40-8752/82-01)

Areas Inspected: The inspection consisted of a site visit to determine status
of operations, and efforts to contact individuals responsible for the conduct
of licensed activities. The inspection involved six hours by one inspector.

Results: The facility was determined to have been in an inactive mode since
mid-1980. The owner of the site was located in Anchorage, Alaska, and contact
was established. On October 1, 1382, source material license SUA-1388 expired
with no renewal application having been filed. This was cited as a violation
of 10 CFR 40.3 for possession of source and byproduct material without a valid
specific license. The site was determined to be in such a condition that no
interim measures need be taken prior to decommissioning or relicensing.
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Details:

1.

Persons Contacted

Gary Wiison, Facility Caretaker
Thomas Clary, Owner (telephone contact only)

Reason for lnspection

On July 13, 1982, the Uranium Recovery Licensing Division of Waste
Management requested that Region IV perform an inspection of the

licensee's facility and operations. The purpose of the request was to
obtain current information concerning the status of licensed activities

and to locate the individual(s) responsible for the conduct of these
activities. NRC had been unable to contact the licensee since January 1982,
and therefore had been unable to initiate steps necessary to retire or
renew the license which was to expire on October 1, 1982.

Results

On September 23, 1982, the Region IV inspector and Mr. Daniel Gillen of
the Uranium Recovery Licensing Branch toured the Pinal Minerals and
Mining, Ltd., site. Accompanying the NRC team was Mr. Gary Wilson, the
son-in-law of Pinal owner Mr. Thomas Clary. At the time of the
inspection, Mr. Clary was in Anchorage, Alaska, where he had been on
extended business since early 1982. Mr. Wilson had previcusly been
involved in the operation of the facility and was acting as caretaker in
Mr. Clary's absence.

The Pinal site and extraction facility, according to Mr. Wilson, had not
been operated since before the NRC's previous inspection on August 5-6,
1980.* During that period, all leach and pregnant solution tanks were
emptied and product material transferred. Process piping, tanks, and
support structures were, during the current inspection, found to have
remained intact. The only enclused structure on the site was an empty
house trailer which had been used as the operations office.

The inspector noted that the natural watershed runoff of the site had
been redirected away from the ore pile and that the ore pile runoff
itself (when present) would be held in a drainage depression adjacent to
the pile. Surveys of the ore pile and process area showed external
exposure rates to be in the range of 0.2-0.6 mR/hr. The site was
observed to be fenced, locked, and posted. Conditions of the site did
not appear to pose any short-term hazards to the local environs.

Due to the lack of recent operations at Pinal, and the absence of
Mr. Clary, no records review was performed.

*Due to the death of the Region IV inspector shortly after the August 1980
inspection, no inspection report was issued.



Exit Briefing

On September 23, 1982, the inspector notified Mr. Clary by telephone of
the scope and findings of the special inspection. It was pointed out
that when the license expired, Pinal Minerals would be in violation of
10 CFR 40.3 for possession of byproduct and source material without an
active specific 1icense. On November 9, 1982, Mr. Clary was informed
that he would be receiving a Notice of Violation to this effect and that
his options were to file an application for a new license, or to
decommission the site.
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