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REPLY TO A NOTICE OF VIOLATION

Regional Administrator
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Region V
.1450 Maria Lane
Walnut Creek, CA 94596-5368

^

Dear Sir:
,

Enclosed are'the original and two copies.of the reply to'the
Notice of Violation dated December 20,.1993. This reply is filed
in accordance with the provisions.of 10 CFR 2.201, " Notice of
Violation."

A. copy of this reply will be forwarded to the U.S. Nuclear ,
Regulatory-Commission, ATTN: Document Control Desk, Washington,-
D.C. 20555 as required.

The item of noncompliance has beenLnoted and immediate action
taken. Steps will be taken to prevent repeativiolations.

^

I- certify that all information contained in this letter,-
including a11' supplements attached thereto, are trueLand correct.
to the best of_my knowledge and' belief.

.

Sincer ly,
.

b
isRK w .

Director. .
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West Los Angeles VA Medical Center
Los Angeles, California 90073

RE: License 4 04-00181-04
Reply to Notice of Violation dated December 20, 1993

Response to Violation A, concerning failure to conformito~ the
applicable requirements of the regulations appropriate to the
mode of transport of the Department of Transportation (DOT) in 49
CFR Parts 170 through 189.

The shipping form in question is used to return used Iridium-192
seeds to the supplier, Alpha-Omega Services, Inc. This form is
supplied by Alpha-Omega Services and has never been questioned
before. Alpha-Omega Bervices believes that its form may be
corplete for shipments less than fifty miles. It also believes
that, as a private carrier, it is exempt. We relied on the~ form
since it appears to have the required certification statement and
a place for a certifying signature. On closer examination, this
certification covers the shipment of the seeds to us, but not
necessarily the return shipment.

The supplier has been informed of the deficiencies of his - form
and will at our request supply a " Declaration of Dangerous Goods"
form to the VA Medical Center for the return shipment. In the
interim, the current form will contain the following additional
information:

a. Shipping name: Radioactive Material, n.o.s.
b. Hazard class: Radioactive Material
c. Identification number: UN 2982 (note: the supplier

informs us that this is the appropriate shipping name. and
identification number rather than " Radioactive material, special
form, UN 2974").

d. Quantity:
.

millicuries.
e. Physical and chemical form; solid metal
f. Radioactive warning label': boxes will be provided to

specify yellow II or yellow III warning labels.
g. Emergency response number: (800) 346-7894

An a ithorized signature Lline will bo.added under the certifi-
cation statement for our certification of the returned shipment.
The c,uantity of material shipped in terms of weight or volume
-does not seem applicable. All other required information is on
the form. A copy of the modified form is enclosed.

The violation has been corrected.
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IRIDIUM RETURN FORM

This is to certify that ALPHA-OMEGA SERVICES,Inc.. is authorized by California Radioactive
Material License Number 3925-70, issued by the State of California, Department of Health, to
receive the following materials:

Radioactive Material: 192 Iridium
Type: Seeds

. 9hiermG wAM E : # A D m A e r iv' d Possession Limit: 300 Curies

U# 21#1 ALPHA-OMEGA SERVICES, Inc.AfA rs 4,4/ S ; A/ 0,- .

j/A2AAb OL Au * [4D/ CAL 1tvI A1 A rent Al-
/ACKA/d ! TV.As h 1A g

Bruce Hedger
Radiation Safety Officer

IT IS IMPORTANT IN ORDER TO COMPLY WITH THE CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS
(C F.R.*S) THAT THE FOLLOWING FORM BE COMPLETEDll! (TITLE 49)

_a-

" 172 204 Shspper's certification * * Transport index: (172.403) '(h) There must be no significant removable
Genera' Unit (s)in mr/hr@3 feet from 'adioacuve aface contamination on the

in,s .. to ce.i,4 ina' ine above name d mate a's a'e exterior of the package (see 173.443).
peopetiv class fied debt nbt*d packaged fea."ed and point of highest surface .173.443 contamination controlk

Ned sad a'e 'a r"ver ('*d''** 'o' * *"$p""a''* reading on exterior of tai nemovable (non fined) radioactive '^ '

package. contamination is considered signdicant if ther i nt t Tea,. ,

tranworror,on ey air YELLOW il: T.I. <1.0 - -- '""''''"'''"'"*''"*h""***'*9"d#'*"Y-

a<ea of 300 square centin+ters of anypartof e.e
t heast), cert.h that 1% ( Atentt ef ih*5 tunupunerit Surface <50 mr/hr - paunge surf ace. excena any of the fonow,nq -

a,e f ully and arrutate% clevnbed abn* tw 5"ofier

' YELLOW 111: T.I. >1.0 [-
-.s pn.no name and ,,e oass eo puteo ,nned.ino

Surface >50 mr/hr I. """""'",'"J"'"4"'iamo ana ,n p.ooe, cc.,eoe io, ta,n.me bv a ' ~~~i
ac u,,d,n o in m,ime nm.onai o~. nm. nia!
,e gianon. (Vehicle, placarding required) ,,c,c,,,,,,,,,,,c,,,

o o, .. o,,, ... .a ,,,,.n ..,,

y ng, y p S q,.A>470 M DAM * ~ ' " *' "
an ....s,. ..,,~,,...n.y

.],.6Lf & C-GAlF M f*ff rMBE AWM AE4 ' fcsc b3 % ~ 789V " " " ' ' " ' " ** "

" EXCERPTS FROM C F R S.: A.O.S. INC provides these' suggestions and information as a customer
service and assumes no responsibility for accuracy, changes or regulations superceded by local
authority.

{
_.

Please complete the following for your return shipment: liEALTH PHYSJC_S SURVEY.

Radioactive Matenal: '" trideum, Sc1io mer41. d/m/100 cm2 Mr/Hr
Type: Sources in Ribbons

Wipe Survey -

Quantity- AnaLCuries Surface -

No. of Seeds: 3 Feet -

ans. Inh -

Container Number:

-Hospital . '

Date' -
Fill out " Return" portion of label on " Pig' Authorized Signature / Title
. .G . , Retair a %n for your records, , . .. ,
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Department of ' Memorandum.

Veterans Adfairs
'

'JAN 2 0 SS4oa*

"" Director (691/115), West Los Angeles VA Medical Center

S* Response to Notice of Violation dated 12/20/93

to: Program Director, Nuclear Medicine Service, VAMC Ann Arbor (111E)
.

Please forward to the NRC in Walnut Creek, California, the

original and two copies of the above-referenced subject. The
,

remaining copy is for your files. A pre-addressed envelope is

provided for your convenience.

'ENIR 'H J. CLARs'Ng
'

'#Attachments: 4 |
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