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UNITED STATES NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
Attention: Document Control Desk
Washington, BC 20555

Reference: (a) License No. DPR-36 (Docket No. 50-309)

Subject: Maine Yankee Licensee Event Report 93-023-01: PCC/SCC Outside Design Basis
Due to Continuous Venting Through NNS Piping-Supplemental Report

Gentlemen:

Please find enclosed the Maine Yankee Licensee Event Report 93-023-01

Supplemental Report. This report is submitted in accordance with 10 CFR
50.73(a)(2)(i1).

Please contact us if you have ary questions regarding this matter.
Very truly yours,

Y James R. Hebert, Manager
Licensing & Engineering Support Department
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c: Mr. Thomas T. Martin
Mr. J. T. Yerokun
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Maine Yankee has identified discrepancies in the operation o safety class to non-nuclear safety class boundary valves in
both the Primary Component Cooling (PCC) system and Secondary Component Cooling (SCC) system. These closed
loop systems provide redundant cooling for Smergency Core Cooling System components, as well as, selected non-
safeguards componrents. In the Secondary Component Cooling system, three manual vent valves from the pump
discharges and heat exchanger to the top of the vented surge tank have been procedurally throttled open when SCC was
required to be operable. These SCC vent paths are through a portion of non-nuclear safety class piping. In the Primary
Component Cooling system, one manual vent valve from the pump discharge line was procedurally maintained open.
Operation of the systems with these vent valves open has been determined to be outside the systems' design basis.

The SCC and PCC systems have been operated in this fashion with no loss of functionality. Based on the potential for
these systems becoming inoperable during a seismic event, Maine Yankee has administratively tagged these valves shut
pending resolution of this issue. The SCC and PCC systems remain operational with these valves shut.

Maine Yankee Is continuing to evaluate various long term actions to correct this problem, which may include upgrading
the existing vent lines, or upgrading other piping to use as a continuous vent path. Maine Yankee is also developing
improved quidance to provide consistent evaluations of SC/NNS boundaries.
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On November 2, 1993, while at full power, Maine Yankee identified a discrepancy in the operation of safety class 3 (SC-3)
to non-nuclear safety (NNS) class boundary valves in the secondary component cooling (SCC) system. The manual
valves are in a 1" vent line from the component cooling pump and heat exchanger discharges to the SCC surge tank.
These manual valves have been procedurally throttled open to continuously vent non-condensable gases from the
system. Further investigation revealed that the primary component cooling (PCC) system was also continuously vented
through a 1" NNS vent path which placed the PCC system outside its design basis. On December 2, 1993, Maine
Yankee determined that operating the PCC and SCC systems in this manner is outside their design basis.

Maine Yankee was constructed between 1968 and 1972. At that time there was no direct guidance for classifying piping
and components.  All systems were designed to Atomic Energy Commission reauirements for quality standards. Around
1973, the systems were classified in accordance with ANSI 18.2-1973 which contained no guidance for controlling
classification boundaries. At that time the SCC system was classified as SC-3. Subsequent modifications to plant
systems we "1 be in accordance with the applicable revision of ANSI 18.2

During the first operating cycle, the plant had to be shutdown several times due o vapor binding in the SCC supplied
generator hydrogen coolers. The hydrogen coolers are at the one of the higher points in the SCC system and were
collecting the non-condensable gases in the system. Also, the SCC cooled air compressors were !zaking air into the
SCC system exacerbating the problem. In order to prevent future plant shutdowns, the SCC return from the air
compressors was routed to the top of the surge tank and a continuous vent system was installed to vent the SCC pump
discharge and heat exchangers to the surge tank. The vent lines were connected to the new air compressor SCC return
line which runs to the top of the SCC surge tank (See Figure 1). The design change documents indicate that the
maodification was designed and installed to the then current SC-3 specifications for the SCC system

In 1980, Maine Yankee determined that extensive modifications were required of the SCC and PCC systems to assure
train separation and redundancy in the ECCS systerns, During the design change process, engineers noted that many of
the NNS components cooled by SCC could not be seismically qualified to assure the integrity of the SCC system during
a design basis seismic event. Therefore, the design change also included installation of two trip valves to autornatically
isolate the NNS /non-seismic components from the SC-3 /safeguards components in the event of a SCC line break. Once
the automatic isolation valves were installed, the SCC piping to the NNS components including the air compressor return
lines were declassified to NNS. It appears that at this time the SCC vent piping downstream of the three vent valves was
also reclassified as NNS due to its connection to the air compressor return piping. Since 1981, the SCC system has
been operated with the three vent valves procedurally throttled open

Maine Yankee's design analysis for the automatic isolation of the NNS portions of the SCC system assumes that the
break is in the largest diameter NNS piping and results in an initial break flow rate of approximately 7000 gpm. The
safety class portions of the system are assumed to stay intact. The design calculation results, which do not include the
vent lines, show that the surge tank inventory would be lost during a worst case line break, but the trip valves would shut
in time to prevent loss of pump suction. Maine Yankee has estimated that the fiow through the vent valves at one turn
open would be approximately ten (10) gallons per minute. For the three vent valves. the total would be approximately 30
gpm. The design analysis also assumes that no makeup capability is available because the makeup system is also NNS.
Thus, operating the SCC system with the vent valves one turn open is not encompassed in the design calculation.
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The SCC system has been operated with the three vent valves procedurally throttled open since 1981 with no loss of
functionality. The vent system actually enhances performance by reducing the likelihood of vapor binding in system
components. Based on the potential for SCC becoming inoperable during a seismic event, the three vent valves were
administratively tagged shut,

A similar situation was also discovered in the Primary Component Cooling system. The systern is vented to the surge
tank at the pump discharge. There is also a piping classification change at a valve in the vent line. Since September of
1992, this valve was also throttied open using a special test procedure. Prior to September of 1992, this valve was
procedurally maintained closed. The PCC vent valves were opened to facilitate changeout of the corrosion inhibitor in
the system. Following the corrosion inhibitor changeocut, the system operating procedure was also changed, in August of
1993, to maintain the vent valve throttled open. Unlike SCC, NNS portions of the PCC system are automatically isolated
on Containment Isolation and Recirculation Actuation signals. Thus, only a potential break in the 1" NNS vent line needs
to be considered. The interface valve has been tagged shut for administrative contral,

The lack of establishing controls over SC\NNS boundaries when the SCC continuous vent subsystem classification was
changed in 1981 is the major cause for operating the SCC system outside its design basis. Failure to recognize the
significance of SC\NNS interface valves contributed to the PCC vent valve being opened.

With the vent valves tagged closed, both the SCC and PCC systems remain operable to perform their safety related
functions. The vent valves will remain shut using administrative safety tagging pending resolution of this issue.
Operations is monitoring the PCC and SCC systems' performance and chemistry to assure that gas binding does not
occur. If system performance should degrade, these valves may he periodically opened in accordance with applicable
system Technical Specifications.

Maine Yankee is continuing to evaluate various long term actions to correct this problem, which may include upgrading
the existing vent lines, or upgrading other piping to use as a continuous vent path. Maine Yankee is also developing
improved guidance to provide consistent evaluations of SC/NNS boundaries.
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