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EVENT DESCa:PTION AND PROSA8LE CONSFOUENCES h
j o |2_| | During normal operation, the particulate channel on the 3-RM-90-256 drywell CAM i

lo l3 | | went downscale due to moisture in the sample chamber (Technical Specification ;

| o | 4 | | 3.6.C. 2. ) This caused the unit to operate in a degraded mode. The CAM was I

l o 15 | | out of service for approximately 16 hours. There was no effect on public !

| o |s | | health or safety. The redundant sump monitoring system was operable. !
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CAUSE DESCHIPTION AND CORRECTIVE ACTIONS h11|o|| The cause of the event was the accumulation of condensation in the sample chamber!

Ii|1II of the NMC Model - AM-331F CAM. It is believed that this was due to an increase

11 | 2 | | nf <:nmp.le_finw rnro caused by leakage _p_ast_s_ealing "O" rings. The "0" rimgs__ wen __]

l 1 l 3 | | replaced. Since December 1982 the rings are routinely checked by lab analysts. |

I 1 l 4 I | A formal inspection program will be incorporated into the RLM by April 15, 1983. I
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Event Narrative:
r Unit I was operating at 77-percent power, unit 2 was in a refueling outage, and

unit 3 was operating at 100 percent. Only unit 3 was affected by the event.
During normal operation the particulate channel indicated a downscale position
which caused the drywell CAM to be declared inoperable. This placed the unit..

in a degraded mode permitted by Technical Specification 3.6.C.2.
,

.
The cause of the detector failure was condensation in the sample chamber of the

. NMC model AM-331F CAM. The CAM monitors drywell atmosphere. The sample line
L. is heat traced to prevent condensation with normal sample flow rates. It is

believed that'this event resulted from condensation caused by an excessive
sample flow rate. This excessive sample flow rate was caused by leakage past
"0" rings sealing the CAM's particulate and charcoal sample chambers. The "0"
rings have been replaced. The redundant sump monitoring system was operable.

. There was no ef;ect on public health and safety.

Since late December 1982, the radiochemical laboratory analysts reutinely'
-

check the "0" rings once per week. A formal, documented inspection program
!. will be incorporated into the Radiological Laboratory Manual, which is presently

{ under revision.
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