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The events in which common-mode failures of SOVs have affected multiple trains
of safety systems or multiple safety systems are important precursors which
resulted in significant reductions in safety margins. Some actions are already
in progress such as overall improvements in maintenance and specific work on air
systems that should reduce some of the failures described in this report,
however, further action is necessary to ensure that important plant systems
function as “esigned.

The NRC staff is working with 1EEE and has had initial discussions with ASKE
(O&M) to establish and improve maintenance and testing consensus standards for
SOVs., We have also had formative discussions with EPRI/NMAC about participation
in the development of detailed industry guidance on SOV maintenance. We are
currently discussing the possibility of an SOV workshop with NUMARC. We believe
that the design and application verification activities and the review of
surveillance testing practices recommended in the case study should be done in
concert with the 1EEE, ASME, EPRI/NMAC, NUMARC and INPO activities.

We have recommended issuance of generic correspondence to cause licensees to
reassess their programs associated with SOVs consistent with the lessons ot this
study.

In addition, we recommend an industry group such as INPO take action to improve
the mechanism for communicating SOV failure data to the manufacturers, for
timely detection and resolution of potential generic problems. Under separate
cover, the case study report is being forwarded to other industry groups and
utilities for improvement of the SOV failure feedback mechanisms.

Implementation of these efforts in consonance will assist in preventing

common-mode SOV failures, and will assure that important plant equipment will
satisfactorily perform their safety function.
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