UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON D 205 5¢

:tter dated August 7, 199( ‘theast Nuclear Energy Comoany, the

ensee, informed us that Borafle terial in the vent hole of one of the
test coupons was missing, A subs ent examination has indicated that the
materfal was removed from the are to combined effects of radiation and
flow induced erosion., In order to ify to what extent this phenomena could
affect Boraflex panels, the licens as performed blackness testing on 42C
panels and by letter dated October 1990, informed vs that 15 panels had one
gap and 3 panels had two gaps in their Boraflex material, The largest gap was
L.B=inch wide. [n addition, Combustion Lngineering performed an analysis
which cunfirmed that the K-eff would be Tess than 0.95 for 2.7 inch Qaps
located at the same axial elevatior roughout all of the Region 1 spent fue
storage racks fully loaded with fuel assemblies with a maximum enrichment of

weight percent U-235, In response to our questions, the licensee, by lette
ated January 4, 199 Informed us that the panels cuntaining gaps were exposed

between 5.9EQ and 2.3E10 rads of gamma radiation and that it 1s estimated

that the panels will receive adc onal rediation at about 1.1E7 rads/cday for |
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ear storage. The licensee has dicated that they will implement an increased
surveillance plan of f~1low-up blackness testing,
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