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Mr. Edward J. Mroczka SVarga
Senior Vice President EGreenman
Nuclear Engineering and Operations SNorris
Connecticut Yankee Atomic Power Company GVissing
Northeast Nuclear Energy Company OGC
P. O. Box 270 EJordan
Hartford, Connecticut 06141 0270 ACRS(10)

Dear Mr. Mmczka:

SUBJECT: BORAFLEX DEGFADATION IN MILLSTONE 2 SPENT FUEL RACKS
(TAC NO. 777i5)

By letters dated Augut,t 7,1990, October 1,1990 and January 4,1991, you
informed us about G e missing Boraflex in the vent hole area of the test
coupons and a subsequ-at action taken in order to evaluate the consequences of
this event on the pertcrmance of the Boraflex panels in the spent fuel racks.
Af ter performing blackness testing, you have concluded that the degree of
degradation of Borafin in these panels was not sufficiently large to affect
their performance,

aave comp a d our review of your evaluation and concur with the
conclusion. We conclude that your test plan is adequate to confirm that
continued spent fuel storage in the Millstone 2 spent fuel racks will not
cau e the staff's acceptance criterion of K-eff no greater than 0.95 to be
violated. However, we want to be informed if future blackness tests indicate
increased gap sizes which may invalidate the current criticality analyses.
E'. closed is our evaluation.

Sincerely,

/s/

Guy S. Vissing, Senior Project Manager
Project Directorate 1-4
Division of Reactor Projects - 1/11
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

' Enclosure:
| Safety Evaluation
1

cc w/ enclosure:
See next page
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Mr. Edward J.- Mroczka - Millstone Nuclear Power Station-
Northeast Ruclear-Energy Company Unit No. 2
Cc!

Geral'd Garfield, Esquire R. M. Kacich, Manager
Day,- Berry - and . Howa rd Generation Facilities Licensing-
Counselors at Law- Northeast Utilities Service Company
City Place Post Office Box 270
Hartford, Connecticut 06103-3499 Hartford, Connecticut 06141-0270

W. D. Romberg, Vice President' C. O. Nordquist
Nuclear Operations Dirertor of Quality Services
Northeast Utilities _ Service Company Northe0st Utilities Service Company.
Post Office Box 270 Post Office Box-270
Nartford, Connecticut 06141-0270_ Hartford, Connecticut 06141-0270

Kevin McCarthy, Director Regional Administrator
Radiation Control Unit Region !
Department of Environmental Protection . U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission-
State Office Building

- 475 Allendale Road
Hartford, Connecticut 06106 King of Prussia, Pennsylvania 19406 ,

Bradford- S. . Chase, Under Secretary - First Selectmen
Energy Division Town of Waterford
-Office of~ Policy and Management Hall of Records
80 Washington Street 200 Boston Post Road
Hartford, Connecticut - 06106 Waterford, Connecticut. 06385

S. E. Scace, Nuclear Station Director W. J. Raymond, Resident' inspector
-Millstone. Nuclear Power-Station Millstone Nuclear Power Station
Northeast Nuclear Energy Company c/o U.-S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Post Office Box'128 Post Office Box 811-

Waterford, Connecticut 06385- Niantic, Connecticut .0635L

J. S..Keenan, Nuclear. Unit Director Charles Brinkman, Manager:
Millstone Unit No. 2 Washington Nuclear Operations
Northeast Nuclear Energy Company- C-E Power Systems
Post Office Box 128 Combustion Engineering, Inc.
Waterford.-Connecticut 06385 12300 Twinbrook Pkwy.

Suite 330
Rockville, Marylano .20852'
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