L1
f" b U ED STATES
£ w t NUCLEAR RZGULATORY COMMISSION
/ “AABINGTON, D. €. S5ENS

APR 16 B5)

MEMORANDUM FOR: Chafrman Carr
Commissioner Roberts
Commissioner Rogers
Commissionar Curtiss
Comzissioner Remick

FROM: James M. Teylor
Executive Director for Operations
SUBJECT: g:g ?OO:!TION OM POTASSIUM JODIDE: DIFFERING PROFESSIONAL
L]

This memorandus provides the Commission with fnformation on the status of the
Differing Professional Opinfon (DPO) regarding the stoctpili:g.of tassium
fod‘de as a protective measure for rediological emergency. DPO addressed
two basic points: 1) that the cost-benefit analysis conteined flaws and
omissions, and 2) that fnaccurate informetion was provided to the public and
the Commission on the significance of radiation-caused thyroid abnormalities.
The DPO suggested prompt withdrawal of MUREG/CR-1433, “Examination of the Use
of Potassium lodide (K1) as en Emergency Protective Measure for Muclesr Reactor
Accidents:” notification of States, localities, other federal sgencies and the
public of the flaws and onissions in the cost-benefit analysis; and affirsative
steps be taken to ensure potassiue fodide 1s stockpiled for possible emergencies.

After the DPO was filed on July 7, 1989, the DPO review penel met with the
submittor, Mr. Peter Crane on June 24, 1989, to clarify points in the DPO.
Subsequent to the meeting, the DPD review ‘anﬂ compiled additional information
and prepared o simplified cost-benefit analysis incorporating the new
{nforsation. The findings and recommendations of the DPO reviow panel were
docusented in & semorandum Sated December 14, 1985. The results of the
cost-benefit analysis differed from the results of the previous amalysis in
ghat the previous analysis ovarstated the ratio of costs to benefits of &
potassive fodide program. Howsver, &pe results st11] Indicated stockpiling of
potassiue fodide 15 mot cost beneficial. Additionally, the report indicated
the panel's strong conviction that potassium fodide has & very Timited efficacy
a5 & public protective measyre. The panel felt that this 15 mot only due to
the fact that 1t 15 useful for only one organ, one npuclide of interest and one
exposure pathway, but also because its efficacy is dependent wpor its being
available either before or within a Tew hours after axposure. The DPO review
pane] recomended the current Federal guidance not be changed, and the informa-
tion developed as & result of pursuing the DPO be transmitted to the States and
other interested Feders! agencies for their {nformation.

By memorandum dated January 4, 1990, Wr, Crane responded to the DPD review
:.nn report. Mr. Crane steted that s1though the panel perforaed g cost-
enefit analysis, 1t was not the entire point of DPD. The crux of the DPO

was that the iaformation on potassium fodide given to the Comaission and the
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public in 1983 (in part the basis for the Commission decision), wes misleading
and should be corrected by publishing the latest analysis. Additionally,

Mr. Crane discussed other areas he felt were not addressed by the DPQ review
panel. Namely, that the 1983 report ¢1d mot meke clear that 4% of e pecident-
caused nodules would be fatal (as assumed in WASH-1400) .

By memorandum of Karch 15, 1990, the n:gonﬂble office dire or, K. Eric
Beckjord, submitted his analysis of the DPO review penel re; L. As mentioned
above, some aspects of the were aot resolved by the revie. panel. The
staff is working on their resolution as suggested %r. Seckjord. 1n addition,
Wr. Beckjord proposed o publish @ supplement to W 6/CR-1433 based on the

new information compiied by the DPO review panel.

We understand that the American Thyroid Association (ATA) asked the Federa)
Radiological Preparedness Coordinating Committee (FRPLC), of the Federal
Emergency Management Agoncy (FEWA), to reexamine the issues in stockpiling KI.
A Subcommittee of the FRPCC has been established to review the issue and is
expected to begin review sometime this year. ATA sade the same request to the
Food and Druy Administration which conveyed the request to ts Center for
Disease Control (CODC) in Atlanta. CDC has agreed to eialuate the U.5. and
foreign experience in K stockpiling and distribution.

1 have ¢irected that KRR and AEOD, thrwtr.s‘thﬂr sembership in the FRPCC, fully
participate in this evaluation. 1 will p the Cosmission informed. NRR
will have the lead in reexamining whether it 1s warranted to stockpile Kl in
the vicinity of nuclear power plants. As part of the FRPCC Subcommittee, KRR
will coordinate the NRC review with RES and AEOD on this 1ssue.

Once al) the above is completed, | will request that the Commission review the
new analysis and decide whether the current poli h 'I:wu'bc changed.
B
James M. Taydumes M. Tayior
Executive Director
for Operations
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