
.- - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ._____ _____ - .

.
- -. a.;;,- -. .

/ .. ... .-
..

.
. .

B6b Graham
Florida

United States Senate
. Washington, D.C.

.

Date /A / / A /10-

Mr..~Carlton Kammerer, Director
U.S. _ Nuclear llegulatory Commission
office _of| Congressional Affairs ,k

'

Washington, DC 20555
.

: Enclosed is a letter from one of my constituents who has concerns which come under the
jurisdiction of your agency. '

,

. I would appreciate your reviewirg this situation and providing me with an appropriate
response. Please direct your reply to:

Becky Liner
Office of Senator Bob Graham

' * ' P.O. Box 3050
'

- Tallahassee, FL 32315
, ,

904/681-7726
--

?Your cooperation and assistance are appreciated.
1

Willi kind regards, ! (. ,

.

Sincerely,
'

h!

D 1
United States Senator '

,

f

Constituent's Name:-

jh/7 D.k q.
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Eamern_E' ropean organizadons which have discussed the 1
, ' u

y' y , ,L maner whh Nukem, one omenal said, fare very missmatful".-'+
_

_ of maldng a waste transfer deal with the Gennan firmeH
' *4

.

- Meanwhus, delays in dismanding.the faciliry am coedng . |
" '*

raoney'. About 30 personnel, includingradiance protsetion,

officials, sse on the plant site. F*- J. the trace high?
enriched uranium (HEU) and thorium in the plant have*

s

= thready been " booked out" of safeguarding inventory at the -
' plant, the facility men be safeguarded by Euratorn. A ; ', _

' complete reload of fresh fbel assemblies fu a reactor at theJ
,

Karsruhe Nuclear Research Center (KFK), containing fuel:
#

> ' " ' ~

enriched'io 60% U.235, is still inside, along with de next
- *

-

- > , '=
-

-

miond for the BER.2 research reactor in Berlin, and cannot. DECOMMISSIONING OF HUKEM FUEL PLANT :
'

I

. BLOCKED BY POLITICAL WASTE PROBLEM - be removed undi a wasti plan is agreed on' Transfer of those. -;

fuel assemblies to the Hahn Meitner. Institute in Berlin has -
" , '

'

Decommissioning of Nukem OmbH's fuel fabricados been blocked by a political battle in the West Berlin govera-
_. .. . _

mont over restart of.the BER 2 rescier.y
- plant aCHanau, West Germany, the Nukem Ah facility,is In an unnlated matter, Rheinisch.Westfaelisches '

,
',

%% ; belas held up by lack of polidcal wapaa== of plans to send
_ Eleksrizitaetswerk AG,(RWE) has become 100% owner of 4

uranium and thorium contaminated westes abroad for - ' Nukem through purchase (the 10% of Nukem shares, 7 milling and disposal |omcials say. *

Last year Nukem and Envirocare,Inc., a Utah based
controlled by Metallgesellschaft AG,a Frankfurt. based -

,'
.

trading giant. Earlier this year, chemical'and metals firm -
(" c firm, had discussed a plan to take wasses from Nukem to the Degussa'AO sold its 35% of Nukem to RWE.'

i U.S. %e U.S' NRC agreed to allow Envimcare to take the
-Well placed sources said that Metallgesells9 aft wanted - --

.
_ _

" L wases, but, Nukem officials said, this year Envirocare said
. to sell its share of Nukem to RWE because - -that while there are no technical problems blocking the deal, _

t

7

a bringing the German wassa to the U.S is " politically : (Metallgesellschaft is a member of the turgi group which '1
,

directly competes with Nukem and RWE in the fields of& , unacceptable."

Nukem's research reactor fuel fabrication facility _was - nuclear engineering and environmemal technologyc
..

a
" ' ~ ' ' .. .

. ,
-

_ . 1 ordered da==Ed-t afler Nukem left the business of - ' e -.4tork#ib6s,LyonA
&:

0.! handling uranium fusis as prWa rescucairing of the f m# ~ ' '
i

1 | company la 1988. Since then',LNorn's maaerials test reactor
a

:

J:| (MTR) has been transiened to Prawe's Cerca, and the fuel
fabrication facility at Hanau has bor, k5e and awaiting ',;4": o,-

Nndismanding., s * '

V According to isgulatory officials, however, the plant ~
l,-

!

- cannot be dismanded undl Nukem has an agnement to L
N

y

Oy process and dispoos of the war.:s sughtly conominased wkh
g uranium and thorium whide will resuk fmen nearing down.the -

o

, L facility.1 * *
_,

%jyf qTo that end, Nukem lus been discussing transferring 1J,
* those wastes to Envimcare in the U.S., and in parallel has -:

%2 ;been tandng to perdes in Canada, the USSR, and Czechoslo -W
; valda. Tmaunent of the wastes in Germany ' as andered.

. w
a ' i re|;lmpossible last year by a agulatory order to decommission
S1 ' ( ths Ellweller uranima mill,'the only ces la Gennany for'A redimion health reasons. '

,

; e
One Gennen omcial amid that Nukem "has discussed

,

b,
i taking the wastes with every U mill in the world." While !

'
'

,

f ; there_are no technical pmblems expected, political opposition,~

=i
f , toInternationaltransferof wastesisprevendngagreementt6 j ,with potential partners and, as a resuk, is blocking decom-

(( * $( L changes which occuned last yearin eassem Europe it mightmissioning and dismanding of the plant. Prior to political
N

6have been possible lo transfer the wests to Caechoslovakia or -
,

tthe 5oviet Union, one Nukem official said. But growing -
polidcal awamness of radiadon health issues and opposition

~

'

;
' to nuclear power in these countries is preventing agreement.,
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