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# !The ' Honorable _BobL Graham+ i

tunited StatesiSenator. :

P.: 0.. Box 3050
'f ^ Tallahassee,- FL 323151 7

m, ;. .

DearLSenator}Grahami
'

( / < Cifrefer to Mr.: John Ch'afin's letter to you expressing concern about an article- 4

_

: entitled,:" Decommissioning of NUKEM Fuel Plant Blocked by Political Waste -
~

Probl em. _"2 The" article: stated that last yeariths;U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
M[

,,

: Commission (NRC)Lagreed;to allow Envirocare to receive certain uranium.and7 >

thorium-contaminated wastes fromjthe NUKEM fuel fabrication plant at|Hanau;
Germany.
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*w The enclosed letter-was sentito Mr.:Erwin Wehner, General Manager for i
1 Decommissioning;of the NUKEM: facility, on' February 4, 1990._.The letter.

advised him that;NRC-: regulations currently'do' not require an importerJin the? ,

,

{U.S. :(e.g.,fEnvirocare) to obtain aispecific NRC' importilicense to receive , 1' '
'

4

material:suchlas- thatbin question (i.e.,F6000 tonsiof sol 10with uranium- .

' '

6i (contamination)1evels; averaging 72400' picocuries;per gram),tif the importer is - 1
,

e
1

,

The L etter:also point.ed out,
._: already11tcensedhto possessLsuch ' material. 1a

however, that;Envirocare was:not licensed to dispose of such' material at its,

:i-Utah facility.VThislisEstilli the case,= and no application' f.or such' disp'osal . ,!< ,

,

ga { 7has;beentreceived'by the NRC;
i'

e % ' ' [Ihdhoulit notef thath the!NRCO on February 7,- 1990, publishsd an Advanced Notice'
1 . Public' comments were

% *c rof proposed Rulemaking on Import:and Export of Wastes.! solicited andtreceivedLon.four policy options, cine'uding changes to Title -10:
W

' f

| M, of|the' Code of: Federal ''egulatio1s, Part 110,(to require specificDNRC licenses.. 1
W % 4 fort futurelimportsVand uports :of_ radioactive wastesu 'The:. matter of whether.
,iy NOW or!notjtolchange NRC's regulations,'and'if tso,- what Lchanges ..to;make,iwillabe' ?

'

Ig i 9ddressed'intthe' future.- ,'
~

y"% ,g* +

/r Si_ncerely,--

]|
,

y q
.J. -

.. V,
.

fb ,Y jf/ '
% Dennis-K.:Rathbun,- irector" , ,

% N Congressional AffairsL 9,

4-Office:of Governmental and Public Affairs-eN . ,s
'

t 3dW
7N : Enclosure:
dV LtrLfrm Shea to Wehner dtd'2/14/90;
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