Docket No. 50-309 February 14, 1994

Mr. Charles D. Frizzle, President
Maine Yankee Atomic Power Company
83 Edison Drive

Augusta, Maine 04336

SUBJECT: INSTRUMENTATION TO FOLLOW THE COURSE OF AN ACCIDENT
(REGULATORY GUIDE 1.97)

Section 6.2 of Generic lLetter 82-33 requested licensees to provide a report on
their implementation of Regulatory Guide 1.97 (Revision 2), including methods
for complying with the Commission’s regulations and supporting technical
justification for any proposed alternatives or deviations. A large number of
requests were received from press.iized water reactor (PWR) licensees asking
for deviation from the Category 2 criteria for containment sump water
temperature monitoring instrumentation. Prior to 1987 these requests were
denied by the NRC staff. Since then, these requests have been considered as
an open item until a generic resolution could be found.

The NRC staff has reviewed the bases for these requests and has concluded that
containment cooling status can be determined through alternative means to
directly reading containment sump water temperature. The alternative means
include either Category 2 residual heat removal heat exchanger inlet or outlet
temperature. A copy of the Safety Evaluation detailing the acceptability of
these alternatives is enclosed.

If you have any questions regarding this issue, please do not hesitate to
contact me at (301) 504-1427.

Sincerely,
W Y‘M"}J]
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E. H. Trottier, Project Manager
Project Directorate 1-3
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UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D C. 206550001

"...‘ . ;‘*".YFY‘.J':ET_» 14, 1994
Docket No. 50-309

Mr. Charles D. Frizzle, President
Maine Yankee Atomic Power Company
83 Edison Drive

Augusta, Maine 04336

SUBJECT: INSTRUMENTATION TO FOLLOW THE COURSE OF AN ACCIDENT
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temperature monitoring instrumentation. Prior to 1987 these requests were
denied by the NRC staff. Since then, these requests have been considered an
open item until a generic resolution could be found.

The NRC staff has reviewed the bases for these requests and has concluded that
containment cooling status can be determined through alternative means to
directly reading containment sump water temperature. The alternative means
include either Category 2 residual heat removal heat exchanger inlet or outlet
temperature. A copy of the Safety Evaluation detailing the acceptability of
these alternatives is enclosed.
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Mr. Charles 8. Brinkman

Manager - Washington Nuclear
Operations

Combustion Engineering, Inc.

12300 Twinbrook Parkway, Suite 330

Rockville, Maryland 20852

Thomas G. Dignan Jr., Esquire
Ropes & Gray

One International Place

Boston, Massachusetts 02110-2624

Mr. Uldis Vanag:

State Nuclear Safety Advisor
State Planning Office

State House Station #38
Augusta, Maine 04333

Mr. P. L. Anderson, Project Manager
Yankee Atomic Electric Company

580 Main Street

Bolton, Massachusetts 01740-1398

Regional Administrator, Region |
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
475 Allendale Road

King of Prussia, Pennsylvania 19406

First Selectman of Wiscasset
Municipal Building

U.S. Route 1

Wiscasset, Maine 04578

Mr. J. T. Yerokun

Senior Resident Inspector

Maine Yankee Atomic Power Station
4.5, Nuclear Regulatory Commission
P. (. Box E

Wiscaseit, Maine 04578

Mr. Graham M. Leitch

Vice President, Operations

Maine Yankee Atomic Power Company
P.0. Box 408

Wiscasset, Maine 04578

Maine Yankee Atomic Power Station

Mr. James R. Hebert, Manager
Nuclear Engineering and Licensing
Maine Yankee Atomic Power Company
83 Edison Drive

Augusta, Maine 04336

Mr. Robert W. Blackmore

Plant Manager

Maine Yankece Atomic Power Company
P.0. Boy &C

Wiscasstt, Maine 04578

Mr. G. D. Whittier, Vice President
Licensing and Engineering

Maine Yankee Atomic Power Company
83 Edison Drive

Augusta, Maine 04336

Mr. Patrick J. Dostie

State of Maine Nuclear Safety
Inspector

Maine Yankee Atomic Power Company

P. 0. Box 408

Wiscasset, Maine 04578



