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Via TELECOPIER
'

,

Billie Pirner-Garde, Esq.
103 East College-Avenue--
Appleton,llisconsin 54911

,.

Re:-John Corder

Dear 14. Garde:

:

This letter;is to advise you-that the NRC Staff- agrees' to your request as

conveyed to me by Ms. Ellen. Hart 2heim of your office to delay'the deposition =

-of Mr. John Corder until 1 p.m. :on Tuesday liarch 27, 1990. . The deposition had
.

origir,aily been scheduled by the NRC--subpoena -issued on March-9',1990 to
,

ccmmence at 9 a.m. . All other aspech of the subpoena remain unchanged.- It is: 1

also ey understanding that you and your client would-be willing to; continue-

the deposition into the evening of liarch 27,1990. to -compensate-for the lost
g morning. hours. If this arrangement.does not comport:isith-your understanding,

please contact me itnediately.:

Sing ely,
; 'gd .

,

! Richard.K.;Hoefl
Senior ' Attor, ey

'g 1
,

Office of th.: Generali. Counsel

cc: John Corder '
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The Bonorable John Breaux . - A$y~1)Chairman, Subcomeittee on< Nuclear Degulation- y a --

Conanittee on- Enviornment 'and Public Works-
United States Se.nate '

--

Washington,-D.C.- 20510
,

,

..

RE: CORDER vs. BECHTEL - DOL CASE No. 88-ERA-9 L ~ NRC :" Proposed- 'j
' Rule"; Preserving' the Free Flow -of Information i.o the. j-

United States- Nuclear. Re6ula tory Counistion-
-

i

Dear Senator Breaux:" !

I humbly pray' for your attsution and responne--to my--
commenv on ~ the1NRC " Proposed, Rule"J ofs Preserving the-Yree
view of ?nfornation to the_ Cocmission' x as identified in .the )
/ed oral ? :,gister , Vol. ' 54. , No.1136, . d a tod ' Tuesd ey, 7/18/8 9.

1

It is with inte6tity and sino6rity~ taet;I submitt my '

cocnents, and as f. eutmitt cy comments, I. pray that: Iisball
not be found at financialirisk :due4 to the- Secret. Agreemen t=
that my employer, BEC!ITEL,:'obteined from the U.S. - Department:

-

Administra tive Law Judge in -my4hia tlebloweri cane. .But firstly,
-

the followtug- is a sumary ct the_ true experiencies that I-'have
'

eodured as I have tried to correct errora at the South / Texas -
Nuclear Plant- (STtiP) t

Aid en Yates ,- Presid ent of.. the Beeb telicroup of .
Cc=paniu,cexcused.b1:self and sent ca._to the Client,-

t
- concerning p'. ant --a rrors

-

.

iLeo Davit, Bechtel' Si to Construction l'anager, excused _
bimself. and sent. me ito J1m- Hurley- concoerning planterrore

Jim' Harley, Bechtel Site Engineering Manager, cozeused?
.himself and wentshcete,:and la ter excused himself from?
- alte Inspoo tionsLwith me : by- reporting _ to the- Project

HEngineerica Manager concording: plant errors we : listed l

Adrian Zaccaria, ' Dachtel. Pioject Manager. excused
himself frem Boing_ uith:me. to"inapect. the pla.nt errors,.

-

ef ter reviewing the factsluith Hurley and'myself
iy

000 FOR APPROPRIATE ACTION--- ------s~ ~ -- - --------CRC-89-1019 n
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Leo Davis, Bechte1L Site Construction Manager, ex-'

oused himself from-making inspections with me .at4
turned the1 findings of plant errors, by Hurley,-
O' Hair and myself, over tocthe: Houston Lighting A=__
Power Ruslity Assurance Esnager end by direction
prohibs ted me from inspecting; the plant further

Donald D. Driskill, Director Office of-Investigations -
Field Office;' NRC- Region IV,' excused himself from

' ' making-inspections with me:on the plant Lorrors, but:
sent Dan Carpenter and Terrance Reese, Site NRC _Cper. !ations personnel,7 to investigate the errors-with me '

'

Den carpentar and- Terrance Reese ,1NRC = Site. Operations,
excused > thecselves- to: Set- back .to their = regular, duties ,
and _to, onll Region-IV-abouts the- errors found afterL a;
short period ini-the pasnt nith me,1 ut made arrangemen ts ,

b 4
to nest co arGthercinspection ? trip

Dan Carpen ter' and Terrance Reese, NRC. Site 10peraticor ,, N
-

excused the=selves to inspect-:the ph nt errors-on 't .e
planned Linspec tion. trip;g which was to follow up thu _'

first -inspection trip, because they stated thatJthey ,

were Ltoo busy with 'their own. work, _ but? Dan Carpenter.
-

,

4contac ted George: L. "le s"LConstableitChief,'Reac tor
Projec t Section C,: Region IV,. by telephone at that' time 1instead of inspectica r1 talked to Mr. Constable
George Cons table, NRCL-- Region IV Chief, excus'edL him- !

self f rom : coming: tof tte ' site and making |unfinspection
tha t Dan -and Terrance - would not make , - because| he was? '~

short of manpeter_ end that!he was -too busy bicaelf,
_But he- was to keep in touch - He did ' noti

e

George' Constable. .NRCot; Region IV, Chief;none' year later
excused himself f rom not .having -made= investiva tifs
inspectiona= andtsubstquent contactiwith me concerning

;

the phanti erros because Donald D.;Driskill, URC'--
-

b Director of- Investgations. had not started:his investiu
,

'

Ea tion.cn my complaints. ItLwas lbrough'my senator,
-

'

7tc Honorable Lloyd -Eentzen and' myLe ttorney, Billie ~P.
Gards, cf the Government Accountability ' Project,;that
l'r.: Counstable end itr.. Driskill wan' forced to_ meet withme- an6' report to'me of _their non-existantiinvestigation-
ofrmy findings 1that I bad reported to the NRC:a year.

,earlier. At torney >0trd e cade / arrangements with 150,. Weshington, to go* 'Drukill.'to report to me, and to

.

?

O
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Corder to Breaux, 9/14/89-

have _ Constable- there for the report on his technical
review of my fin 61ngs. It's three (3) years now and
I have never heard from them since
Meanwhile s till in 1996, Jim Calligar and his assis-
tant, Doug
72|x inspec, of the Housten 116hting and -Power SAFE-tors, excused themselves ef tor two (2)_
inspection trips with me because they stated that I
was taking uu all .their- time writing ano photographing-.

the errors tha t I was identifying to them, ard that-
they had to get to _ others who sers finding n' ra

Eaving been terminated sicco I reported -my concerns -
to Alden Yates, President of ths 3echtal Group- o1'-
Compan16s, I contacted Chuck halligan, Bechtel V'.cac
Pr es id en t , who had oversite of tbe Houston Offir.e and
STNP for Bochtel, aad he excused himself irve Eoing
on an inspection _ trip with me after I Ect htm to'
promise us co - with me. He said be- had to' meet ' tith
the client and had no tuae to' investi ate -6

'.
On my last day of employment, both ELkP and the NRC
wanted me to make inspection trips.with :them. It
takes four (4) hours of paper work and <then quite a
while of manual checkout time to' get tenminated with
Bechtvl, but;I went with each: group soperately and
tried to point out very -d etailed. errors and- have them
lis t the findiu6s ' as. thev grumbled that' that they_ had-
to Eo with no. - they raid it Eas a procedural exer- . !size

Af ter beinE termirated by Bechtel, Chuck Helligan,
Bechtel Vice president, called ce at home ind wanted
me to make a tour wi'th him.z I ciudly agreed. I wan-
at tha- jcbsite early, 19 5es= about mid-morning when the
vice president ahowed up.. He had invited the Bechtel
Project Manacer, Adrin Zacc6ria, and' Engineering Manager,Ltr. Hes s to go' w ith us.

I- was instructed +.o condhot the tour with the BechtelExecutives and within' a shorc period of time ef ter the
inspection began the Vice President, Project U.anager and-
EngineerinE Manager o:cused themselves to- 60 m a meet.
ing and declairins they bad :seen enough _tboy dismissed.
me, but I pleadet- for the errors to be recorded and I
asked for ac=oone to continue with me.to inspect my *f ind ir.gs. I was assigned Ernte Raumbaugh.

'

l

!

..
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Corder to Brotux, 9/14/09*
'

,

Ernie Raumbaugh, Bowh tol Chief Retrofit Engineer, ment _ :)with ma into - the plant, and vithin en hour Mr. Raumbaugh "

excused himself to catch e chopper to return to-Houston,
Texas.

-

Ee never took any notes .on- the trip with me.
Be lett.

'

There "I was t ' unemployed . . unescorted and--errors. to discu ss.

What did _-I dot- I continued ~ to. inspect and write up errors
alone as I went freely through 'out the . units. tio one
really cares.

Mr. Gilisppi HIA.P SATSTEAU Manager excused himself fromL I
infortling me of the. status of correc tion of the errors

- ithat were written up twith bis _ _ inspectors' end mysett be- '

cause be had turned his: listings over to HIAP,

Mr.: Don Jorden, Chairman of the HL&P4 Company, ' excused.'

himself from coine.51th me to -the site to inspect the:
.

-

4

errors be cause he =11.s toned _ to the si to- en61cects !

Mr. Ed. Molner. Bechtel Construction Manuger .forEBecht'el-

Energy, wished. co a Merry Christmas, but> excused him<
self from responding to myrlet%erwheniI offered 5to a

: correct the plant errors 5
',o

Mr. S teve Bech tel, Jr. ,s Chalcon Up tae -Boardiaod; Onner,
~

did not even respond toi h3 siviteren--(87 yrs. ) employee's
concern 1& bout the p3a ot evrors fwhen I'_ wrote to him.- :

| Jim Boyle kaa-head ofvthe Texas Office of Public Utility
Counsel in Austin, Teras U sori;*ent; toEsee,him, but he'

excused himself becauses the Gove'ner, Bill Clementa __had-
>

1st him- to a it ves _his;1ast day

JGodffery-(Jeff) Day was to 3ct as| the Headicounsel, so
I~ disoussed_ the plentierroz Owith him. MrjGayiexcused-

.

' himself :as 'not L being ablei to.(respond::: toimyiconcerns ,but he Lintroduced ue - t citso . R); organizations;which :are
.

ainterested'inL peopleL uhoJ are concerned h about inuclear -
plant safety and L the- people whoj report errors. One"of

-
_

thetorSan17ations,wanothe Goverraent-Accountability x ;

Projoe5:
i

L Peggy -Rosson, Cha12* nan ;of thel Texas Utillty Co= mission,
'

said - the tishe"would meet me,E but she aeht a_ lawyer 'outn

to tell meithat'she Sculd n_ot :1inten; to my concernsJor; -

"

61souss! the errors letad foun8, 'sonsbe excused herself
,

'

when. I tried to:dropia few= fac ts; '

1

Walton A. Ececker, Public ' Utility comission Managet s
Power Plant Engineering, let me-discussisome:of the;
elec trical problems : wi th him, bu"c. he: excused himself!

,

from |being able' to get on the project; :without :a-J
1

'
, ,

,

! - - .j)
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Corder to Breeux, 9/14/89'

written invitation frno EL&P, so I could not show
him any errors at the plant

1

Mr. Mike-Hunter, U,s, Department of Labor - csHA, I

filed on Mr. Jerry Goldburg, Vice President - Nuclear,
with El&P, about my concerns at the plant, but L'r.
Hunter excused himself. for not being able to_ assist
ne because the NBC tcok the filed claim .from him --

Mr. Cooke, Mayor of Austin, Texas,- met with me, but |excused- bimself from hearing any specifics of the
otrors at- the STUP, because he was trying to get RL4P
to buy the City's abara of the nuclear plant .back

I sent letters to the Attorney General, Edwin Meese, of-
the U.S. Justice Department ua d to the Attorney General,
Jim Maddor, of the Te:tss Attorney General's Office, but --

they nxcused themselvas_ fran answering my pleas for help

Mr. Calvo, NEC - Washin6 ton,' D.C. , met me at the site for -
me to identify ten (10) defioncies. (errors) we had dis :
cussed on the telephons with Attorney Billie Carde, but
when se met at the site of the Soutb Texas Nuclear Project,
he exaused himself from being_Tuse,' even as the nu=berable to let me in the unit
where I knh* cf the orrorn bec
one NR3 Manaser of the inventication of about six hun-
dred (600) V;histlebloner's. itama of ' concern, he usa '

given orders - to ac t le t Cerd er in th e - Nu=ber 1 Unit, bu t
even so, I discovered fourteenn(14) errors / violations -)in a fourty-five -(45) tinute inspection trip into Unit
Mn. 2. T wrote the unsafe: errors / violations up and sent
the report to the U.S. Department of Luoor aod the NAC. "

I was instructed by ):r. Calvo to show hic about one (1)-
reported deficiency /6tror portaining to fasteners . I
walked up to the electrioni equipment _ eno put my fincer
on the problem (area cf) his. inquary. I was told not tolook for the other nine: (9) a6 reed upon errors - even in
Unit E. The _U tility must have more atherity then the NBC

These are only a few of the problems I have -6xperienced ---.-
do you know of anyone who wants= to hear them all? Further, -just.
days before- the- Bechte1~ " Secret Agreement" was sealed by the
Department lof Labor Administrative-Law Judge, I was on en inspect-

_

ion trip at. the South ToIns Nuclear Project (STMP) jobsite and-
observed even more safety concerns, but I am compeled. by-the DOL"Secre t Agreement" ruling to be 411ent.

.

.

.- -- , .-
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Ru?.e" Issues 1 and--2 are:My specific ccustents to .the NRC requests 'en the " Proposed
4 .

ISSUE NO.1 The " Proposed Rule" 'abould havaino res<
trictions on individuals ' providin6. unyfinformation to Es
Co= mission. As long as there are any restrictions' ard indi--,

viduals can or can not be confunet./an te of 'osher~ avenues'-the-Commission is-going to be manipuluted by Commission Licensees
,

license applicants and < their contractors or subcontractors. ,. 1

Any Commission adjudicatory bond that finds it's- self con- l
.

t
fronted by the nuclear industry management resorces, is going
.unles' thof aRule'' spplies' to all equally.;to continue- to be concerned, about subpoena (s)(maneuvers / strategy;

:,

;

'

.
' =

,
- -ISSUE N0;t The answer (to issue no. 21si: yest |impose an :(the) additional requirements. By now: the NRC does=4' '

not need- to ask ' that _ questionti-t -needsito get involved in :all:
.

'

regu1'ation numbered parts.
''s

'

t

My Comments in' Ceneral on the " Proposed. Rule" are:,

i .

,
-

GENERAL COVREhT No.?1 If the;NRC- really1* ants : toi
.

. -

prevent a " chilling effect .on commun>icati'onsEaboutsnuclear isafety
-

: matters",
! then have the Co==ission1 licensees:end : license iappli-_ cants and their contrac tors orcnubcontractors impose full. and.'

candid disclosureL to each = emplo;iee< the Rule of Preserving? thel
Tree Flow of InfomatT5Tto - the commission |insa manditory itrain -L
ing program - wi th .bothiins truc7 ora. and- employees signing forn d~

verificatien t of the -unders tan
- ~!

"Co=misalon license shall' a ss. ding cf tho' LaRule". ThisE 'ol ~ NRC 'r
ure -. . . . .c and ble ~ bla"Lis t no longerfunctional. The NRC has: .to beemanagement and worker resourses;W,u to utilize > bo tho the; industryand Eet~ out there andit out' . ' check'

F

:

|
- General Cor.nout"No. 2 The NRC needsito get

just the_-plain up-front truth +everyone
What- is wron/ awayffrom 4it's '"any avenues- of : Access" to the NRC".. -

is really respo) tith
g

*

for. the safety of the pla nt . ; hut is1the RULE. nsible
E The problem is

not the1 justisone thistieblower cares. aboutLplant:eafety/ cost,:
'

;

and pays: a dear _ price for- a; courage that C E' 0'sElack 1 its 'the'. qn fact
that nuclear plants can ranain unsafe and -~all1 employee's!

,

can not suffer the same. price because of retalliation '

i

F

!

; l
4

i
I .j
; - - . _ ,

,

< ,
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.

General Comment No. 3 I have worked under: the AECand NRC Ruisa and now it is time to reorganize. Why? The-NRC just is not getting the safety assurance job done. We inthe field think the NRC is a joke. How many whistleblowers -
3-mi. Isinnds and nuklear defense Tiants miamanagement/ error,s
does it take to realize that the NRC has to go? Anyone mentto hear of my NBC experiencess The NRC _has so many scre apots
tha t more band aids will not help m y laue duck.

General Comment No. 4 When tha NRC is reorganized,
let OSHA be a vinble safety and functicual part of the reguia-
tory Program.- OSHA is sitting on the sideline.with- the exper-
ionce and we ne64 their fresh troops. JAs it-is non CSHA hasto be invited on to the project. Guess how many zeq,uests CSHA
has received for assistance last year?- How about the -last five

1(5) years? The public deserves better. The workers- do too. i
*

General Comment No. S The (new) NRC should seekpublic involvement in the nucloer plants. All the answers arefif teen (15) to twenty (20) yours old now. What abou t the newgeneration of nuclear power pla nts - any questions? After all,
,

1006t the ntse of the indus try ' "Pubilu U tility"T I have abunch of good questions.

General Com:ent No. 6 I believe that the NRC hasdeter =ined that e Backfit Analysis wculd expose too much.
Could they find out that the egency has not been listeninF tothe worker's whistles? Would the Chairman find out that morestaff was needed years ego
good we. do goo 6' still a co,p-ou t?or is the "if you (utilities) do.Would it maan that hundreds

.

of Viorkers deserve compensation, restoration of pride and a ,~

chanch to build N erica the Great, again? I say Backfit.

In conclusion, I pray with all. ny heart that' truth, safetyand employment shall not be jeperdized-by:

FRIENDS IN.HIGH 7 LACES
i
j

EMINIMT POSITICU STATUS

INVESTMENT / PROFIT FRIORITIES

May God bless you for aceking the' truth.
; Respectfu y submitted,i

.'
O*' ymd

/
" John A. Corder

Distbt Att.
!

|
.
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Distribution:

TIDERLL EXPRESS;-
,

The Honvrable John 3reaux

Secretary. .U.S. Muelear Rerulutcry cor. mission

Billie P.-Gad o, Esq.

First Class; U.S. Mail

. The Honorable Lloyd Bants en
~

The Honorable.Elezaboth Dole. .
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