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David DeKok.' .

113 Conoy Street . .i
(Harrisbutg. Pa. I7 )of'

May 7,1990
fi

" Director UEE0W Of INF0Td.!W.C
'

' Division of freedom of Infortnation. ACT REQUEST

N'N(, f ce of Ad in s rati and Resources Managernent

f INuclear Regulatcry Commsssion @ @fy,f %
Washingtont D C| 20555.

y

Re. Freedom of information request .i
-t

-!
: Dear Sir or Madam:

-

. t

' Pursuant toithe Freedom of Information Act, I would _like copies of all- j
idodutnents in NRC files pertaining to the funding agreement for-the clean up J'

and'defueling of the damaged Unit 2 reactor at the Three Mile Island nuclear. ;

. pijnt.
,

, ,

; This agreecnent was proposed in July.1980 by then Gov. Dick Thornburgh
Jof Pennsylvania and subsequently-negotiated among the NRC, Department.of-
:EnergytDepart ment'of justice, the White House, and General Public Utilities,

'
sovner of the TMI plant.^ ,

am,

' ",

' Purssant to the' Freedorn of Infor mation. I request .b'oth ' representative of--
.,

C the news media'statusta category also open to estabbshed freelance wrJters, Q

< - and a.public interest waiver of all search and copying feesi! will'now 11
,

'

h
- - provide?the information requested of waiver applicants _in 10 CFR 9141(b)(c)

,

+

> '& (d). 'J
:

~

L . i .

_,, d|, q .

((l) Describe thefpurposcifor which the requester intends to uset

} .the requested infor(nation.

: 'M Tbc 'docutnehts will~be used in preparation of a definiilve history.of the
:Three Mileilstand nuclear: accident and its impact on the worldi'' '

,

l FIT
..(2) Explain'the extent to which t e requester will extract and: ;

*

L h
Jana1yze the sub'stantlye content of the agency record,

,

,

#'.. '
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I will provide a great deal of analysis to the infor mation in the do:vments -

'

I obtain from the NRC. I will match it with information I obtain from other
sources, ake personal interviews, and use all that information to write a
evaprehensive. truthful and objective book that will:(l1 tell the history of
the commercial nuclear industry before TMI:(2) what happened during the n
TMI accident in 1979,(3) what happened during the 10 years after TMI ,

(such as the clean up at IMI, the financial problems of the nuclear industry, g

etc.); and (4)look at the future o! nuclear power in iight of concerns over {
global war ming. l

(3) Describe the nature of tbc specific activity or research in
which the agency records vill be used and the specific
qualifications the requester possesses to utilite inform Atlon for

. ,

the intended uso in such a way that it will contribute to public ]'
understanding,

I plan to use the NRC records to write a definitive history for the general 1

public of the Three Mile Island nuclear accident of 1979 and its impact on
the world The book will describe the events leading to the accident the
accident itself, what happened at TMl and to the nuclear industry in the 10

{(
years that followed, and what the future might hold for nuclear pcwer in
light of concerns over gicbal war ming.

)

I have considerable experience in making complex scienttfic or technical
stories accessible and interesting to the genwal public. My first bcek. Ungen
()JDfCf: .4 [fdffd? WECONC, 0WffDMfDI DDd the (CDlfdliJ Mhie Rfe
(University of Pennsylvarua Press 1986). required me to make a complex >

geological problem understandable to people who were not. in most cases,
geologists or scientistsL The reviews ey bock received,one of which is
included, testify to my success in carrying that out.

I covered the nuclear energy beat for an area newspaper for about two
years, and acquired a working knowledge of nuclear terminology and
procedures. If there was something i did not understand about sornething I
had read,I would call an eIpert who could help me. I would do the same tf

|
there was something i did not understand in the documents I seek in this a

FOI A request.

4. Describe (bc likely impact on tbc public's understanding of
the subject as compared to the level of uederstanding cristing
prior to disclosure.
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* No comprehensiv_e, definitive histocy has b'cen written of the TMl
accident that includes e.Il the important events that preceded it an'i whate
happened io GPU and the nuclear indus_try in the years that followed: |'

' ,

,

My book wil.1 be more then just a simple retelling of the TMJ accident. I
Lwill place ,the accident'in the' context of the rise and (perhaps) f all of
com mercial nuclear power in the U.S. and world;->:

'* 1 intend for,my boot to be the 'one people pick up at the library in ydrs =i
.

:to corae when they want to.know the who what why when-a.nd where of- !j,
_ !

- one of-the more significant technical, business and historic events of the late1, '
20th century.7!t will distill the'important information from the tens of

_

j-

. thousands o! pvernrnent dccuments pertaining to TMl issued between 1968- ;^

and 1991 (ce 1992), technicaj papers written by scientists, and the many
other sources of infor mation into one gcod bcok.

y% i($) Describe tbc stie and nature of the-the public to whose- j
undeestanding.a contribution vill be made. L

%

This book is being written for the general reading i ublic--the average . 1oz. ~', man orLwoman who doeb coi vork for the NRC or the cepartroent'or Energy
W or the nuclear :indunty and vboftypically would only_ receive infor mation

,

'

,

;''cs about TMl fre n a book acquired at a libtary or bockstore. I.would estimate 4

* ,thisLto-b_e quite a large;; diverse group.
'

7: L(6') Describe |thetintended means of dissemination to the public,-

,

s 9. A book,!

,r y J(7) Indicate if public access:to ltifor mation vill be provid6d
; free of_ charge or-provided for an access fee or- publication fee.'

,

+

\ dlb ' Readers will tie able to borrow the bcok free of charge at public 1;brarie.s' - q
L . , .

$, (8)' Describe ~ any com mercial or private'interedt the1 requester
''

'

'${ or any other party has:In 'he agency records sought.;

7W 1 have no commercial.or private interest in th(SRC docutnents sought in ;

%' this request |They will be used cIclusively for research for my bcok an'd will
," f- not'bc soldt

' '

(d)(I)llow thecsubject of the requested agency records
concerns the operations or activities of the Government.

3
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t:in been the duty of the NRC to regulate the U.S nuclear industry, and
to ma , ; are that utilnies take proper steps after accidents. These,

&cuoena relate directty to regulatory actions taken by the NRC af ter the,

_

unt (IS. nuchar accident.

(d)(2)ilov the disclosure of the inform ation is likely to
contribute to an understanding of Govunment operations or
activitica.

'L f
1 The documents will be used ~in a book about the TMI accutant and its e,

;mpact on the world. Readers of the book willeme to understand the role ot
,

the SKC in supervising the U S. nuclear industry.
_ y

(d)(3)1r disclosure of the requested in ormation ix likely io "ar
L contribute to public undcrstanding.
|

To thi est of my knowledge, no defini'ive history has been wraien
ecut the JMI accident and none of the books u rNe abov; TMI say
anythip.glabout the events that foilowed it. The demur;ts I requested will s
enable me to describe the vruque funding arrangement of th TMl c'ean up. 4

and especially the policy debates that preceded it.in better detail than has
previously been wailable to the public.

1

(d)(1) If disclosure is I.ikely to cont.ribute significantly to public
undustanding of Coveratutot operations or activitics.

-T he docue:ents will contribute significantly to a general public
understanding of the role of the NRC in regulating nuclear power, and of how

- - the federal governmer.t and nuclear industry responded to the worst U.S.
ecmmercial nuclear accic'er,t. My book will either be considered a post-d

mortem on the nuclear industry or a history of its first stage. In either case,
the TNfl accident and the events which preceded and followed it will educate
the public on tthe nece.cs|.ty cf safety, and of what can happen when nuclear
safety fris AM if cuc14 ar twer gets a new lease on life because of global
war ming. my bcok wilbe sten as a primer of mistakes to avoid the second

, time around.

(6)(5) If, and th ! extent to which, the requester has a
corarner<clat intcre a that would be furthered by the disclosure of
Abe requested agency records.:

. ,

4
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I anticipate receiving royalties on the bcok, perhaps in four or five years.
Hevever, there is no guaiantee I will rnake any profit on the b(ok. It is often
said that most authors would make roore money by spending the same
amount of time wors:ing in a f ast f(od restaurant. My fit $1 bcok, va.wa
B.mpr received Iavorable reviews, including in IheJicxlMk_IJmsL was
purchased for many libraries, and earned me enough royalties to buy a nice
coat, which I still have. I hope this bcok will do better,but one can never
tell.

(d)(6) !f the magnitude of the identified commercial Interest of
the requesier is sufficiently large. in comparison with the public
interest in disclosure, that disclosure is primarily in the
com mercial interest of the requester.

As I have stated, the dc<uments will be ured in a definitive history of the
TMI accident and its impact on the world. I anticipate receiving royalties, g
but I believe the public interest in disclosure of the dccuments clearly 4

outweighs any minimal com mercial benefit to myself.

The public has an especially tir.nificant interest in this issue because of
Ihe global watnung problem Nuclear pcwer production emit 5 only a tiny
fraction of the carbon dioxide emitted by a conventional power plant <

burning fossil fuels. TMI and the nuclear safety issue remains a roadblock in
- the public mind to greater use of nuclear power, however, and unless the i

public is given all the f acts, about issues great and small. it cannot make an
infor med decision.

If any of the requested dccuments are already in the public dccument
rcom, please ensure (and let me know) that they are also in the lccal public
dc<ument rcom in }{arrisbutg.

Thank you for your consideration.

,_Eina,3e{y,
T , /'

'

-

David Mok
j

i
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