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commercial nuclear power; (3) nuclear safety i<cues, and (4) the anti-nuclear
movement

-All correspondence, memorandums, and reports pertaining in any way
‘o nuclear safely issues generated by the AEC's Reactor Safeguards
Committee between the years 1947 and 1957, and transcripts of committee
meelings held during those years at which nuclear safety issues were
discussed.

--All correspondence from electric utilities between 1946 and 1956,
inclusive, pertaining 10 insurance for commercial nuclear reactors, and all
AEC reports or memorandurs on that topic during that period. Any
correspondence, reports of memorandums pertaining (o the Price-Anderson
Act are included in this request.

--The 1951 report by Bechtel Corp. and Pacific Gas & Electric on the
commercial potential of nuclear power.

--The final report on the accidental meltdown of the EBR-1 reactor on
Nov. 29, 1958, at the National Reactor Testing Station. Idaho, and any
memorandums or DPY's (statements of Differing Professional Views) of
similar documents pertaining to or filed ia connection with that accident.

--Public comments bm .ed tothe AEC on the WASH-740 report on
reactor safely released , .¢h 1957,

--The 1958 report to John McCone, chairman of the AEC, on the need for
federal subsidies of nuclear power reactors.

--Any reports, memorandums or other documents between 1945 and
969 pertaining to the commercial nuclear programs of the Soviet Union,
Japan, and the individual Euratom member countries. | am looking ¢ necially
for documents describing successes or problems in those progrims, and also
for chronologies of their development.

--Any history of General Public Utilities Cocp. of Parsippany, N, owner
of the Three Mile Island nuclear plant, and/or a histary or chronology of ils
reactor -building program.

--Public comments submitted to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission on
the WASH- 1400 (Rasmussen) report completed in August 1974,
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uld include TMI Alert, the Susquehanna Valley Alliance, Anti-
1p Representing York (ANGRY), People Against Nuclear Energy
erned Mothers and Women of Middletown, Environmental
n Nuclear Power, Labor Committee [or Safe Energy and Full
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(1) Describe the purpose for which the requester intends to use
the requested information

\JSEC
I nuclear accided
story of the commercial nuclear industry in the US. before
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(2) Explain the extent to which the requester will extract and
‘ the substantive content of the agency record
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the commercial nuclear indusiry before TMI, (2) what happened during t

TM! accident in 1979, (3) what happened during the 10 years alter TMI
(such as the clean-up at TMI, the linancial problems of the nuclear industry,
e1c.) and (4) look at the future of nuclear power in light of concerns over
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(3) Describe the nature of the specific activily or research in
which the agency records will be used and the s, ccific
qualifications the requcster possesses 10 utilize informatior
the intended use in such a way that it will contribute to pu
understanding.
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{he worid. 1he DOOK Wil des ¢ (he evenlis (eading 10 Lhe accigent, Lhe

niver sity of Pennsylvania Press i986), required me 10 make a ¢ el
¢ 10 people who were not, in most cases

geologists or scientists. The reviews my book received, one of which is
-

included, testifly Lo my success in carrying that out
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| covered the nuclear energy beal for an area newspaper for about two
years, and acquired a working knowledge of nuclear terminology and
procedures If there was something | did not understand sbout something |
't | 3

ad read, | would call an expert whe
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re was something | did not understand in the documents | seek in this
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4. Describe the likely impact on the public's understanding of
the subject as compared to the level of understanding existing
prior 1o disclosure,




No compretiensive, definitive history has been written of the TMI
accident and important events (n the development of commercial auclear
power thal preceded it

My book will be more than just a simple retellir g of the TMI accident. |
will place the accident in the context of the rise and (perhaps) fall of
commercial nuclear power in the US. and world.

lintend for my book 1o be the one people pick up at the library in years
1o come when they want 1o know the who-what-why-when-and-where of
one of the more significant technical, business and historic events of the late
20th century. It will distill the important infor mation from the tens of
thousands of government documents pertaining 1o TMI issued between 1968
and 1991 (or 1992), technical papers writlen by scientists, and the many
other sources of infor mation into one good book.

(5) Describe the size 2nd nature of the the public to whose
understanding & contribution wiil be made.

This book is being wriiten for the general reading public--the average
man of woman who does not work for the NRC or the Department of Energy
or the nuclear (ndustry and who typically would only receive infor mation
about TMI from a book acquired at a library or bookstore | would estimate
this lo be quite a large, diverse group.

(6) Describe the intended means of dissemination to the public.
A book.

(7) Indicate if public access to information will be provided
free of charge or provided for an access foe or publication fee.

Readers will be able to borrow the book free of charge at public libraries.

(8) Describe any commercial or private interest the requester
or any other parly has in the sgency records sought.

| have no commercial or private interest in the NRC documents sought in
this request. They will be used exclusively for research for my book and will
not be sold.

(d)(1) How the subject of the requested ggency records
concerns the operations or activities of the Government.
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(d)(2) How the disclosure of the information is likely to
contribute 1o an understanding of Government operations or
activities.
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(d)(3) If disclosure of the requested information is likely to
contribute to public understanding

story has been writlten
receded it. The

in belter

(d)(4) If disclosure is likely to contribute significantly to public
understanding of Government operations or activities.
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power, and of the NRKC's role of reg g nuclear power. My buwok will either
be considered a post-mortem on the nuclear industry or a history of its first
stage. In either case, the TMI accident anc

[ o)
i

jerstat

the events leading up to it will
educate the public on the necessily of safety, and of listening to all voices,

when & néew and polentially dangerous iechnology is introduced. And if
puclear power gels a new lease on life because of global warming, my book

will be seen as a primer of mistakes 1o avoid the secoud time around

(d)(S) If, and the extent to which, the reguester has a

commercial interest that would be furthered by the disclosure of
the requestied agency records,
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amount of time working in a fast food restaurant. My [first book, (zseen
Danger, ceceived favorable reviews, including in The New York Times, was
purchased for many libraries, and earned me enough royalties 1o buy a nice
coat, which 1 still have. | hope this book will do better, but one can never
tell

(d)(6) If the magnitude of the identified commercial interest of
the requester is sufficiently large, in comparison with the public
interest in disclosure, that disclosure is primarily in the
commercial interest of the requester.

As [ have stated, the documents will be used in a definitive history of the
TMI accident and its impact on the world | anticipate receiving royalties,
but | believe the public interest in disclosure of the documents clearly
outweighs any minimal commercial benefit to mysell.

The public has an especially significant interest in this issue because of
the glodal warming problem. Nuclear power productions emits only a tiny
fraction of the carbon dioxide emitted by a conventional power plant
burning fossil fuels. TMI and the nuclear safety issue remains a roadblock in
the public mind 1o greater use of nuclear power, however, and unless the
public is given all the facts, about issues great and small, it cannot make an
informed decision.

Il any of the requested documents are already in the public document
rocm, piease ensure (and let me kaow) that they are also in the local public
document room in Harrisburg.

Thank you for your consideration.

. Sincerely,
":‘“‘NT”‘ZJ ,,,,, / b
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David DeKok



