769001
UNIT TATES NUCLEAR REGULATORY ¢ 10N

JOSEPH M. FARLEY NUCLEAR PLANT, UNITS 1 AND 2
ALABAMA POWER COMPANY
DOCKET NOS, 50348 AND 50-364
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND FINDING OF
NO_SiGNIFICANT IMPACT

The U, §. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (b Commission) 1s considering
Tssuance of an amendment to an exemptins . wuirement of footnote
d=2(c) of App 1dix A to 10 CFR Part 20 fssued by the Commission on Octeber 23,
1984, to Alabama Power Company (the licensee), for the Joseph M, Farley
Nuclear Plant, Unfts 1 end 2 (Farley 1 and 2), located neer the city of Dothan,

Alabama,

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
ldentification of Proposed Action:

The proposed action would relax the requirement contained in the exemp-
tion 1ssued October 23, 1984, which states that canisters will be maintained
in Class A storage, The amendment would allow the authorized MSA GMR-1
canisters to be stured in a Class C storage environment. The amendment also
revises the fit factor for the respirator in which the canisters will be used.
The staff's technical evaluation of this request will be published in a
report entitled "Safety Evaluation by the 0ffice of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
Related to Class C Storage Environment for Sorbent Canisters, Joseph M, Farley

Nuclear Plant, Units 1 and 2."
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respirator in which the MSA GMR-1 canisters are to be used. Therefore,
Appendix A to 10 CFR Part 20 does not 81low credit for a protection factor of
100 for a full facepiece respirator as specified in the original exemption,

I response to discussions with the staff, the licensee resolved this
1ssue by revising the amendment request to commit to Use the MSA GMR-]
canisters with a full facepiece respirator capable of providing a fit factor
€qual to or greater than 500. A minimum fit factor of 500 1s consistent with
current guod industry practice and has been found acceptable in the past by the
staff, Therefore, the revised fit factor is acceptable for the use of the MSA
GMR-1 canisters at Joseph M, Farley Nuclear Plant, Units 1 and 2.

With regard to potential radiclogical impacts to the general public,
the proposed exemption amendment involves features lorated entirely within
the restricted area as defined in 10 CFR Part 20. It does not affect the
potential for or consequences of radiological accidents and does not affect
radfological plant effluents. Consequently, the Commission concludes that
there are nu significant radiological impacts associated with the proposed
exemption amendment,

With regard to potentfal nonradiological fmpacts, the proposed exemption
amendment does not affect nunradiological plant effluents and has no other
environmenta) impact, Therefore, the Commission concludes that there are no
significant nunradiological environmenta) impacts associated with the nroposed

exemption amendment .,



Altgrno;i:l to the Prgggg!g Action:

Because the staff has concluded that there is no sfgniticant environmenta)
impact assoctated with the proposed exemption amendment, any alternative to
this amendment wili have either no significantly different environments) impact
or greater environmental fimpact,

The principal alternative would be to deny the requested exemption amend-
ment. This would not reduce environmenta) fmpacts as o result of the plant
cperations,

Alternative Use of Resources:

This action does not involve the use of &ny resources not previously
considered in the Final Environmentsa] Statement related to the operation of the
Joseph M, Farley Nuclear Plant, Units | and 2, dated December 1974,

Agencies and Persons Consulted:

The staff reviewed the licensee's request that supports the proposed
exemption amendment, The staff did not cons. t other agencies or persons,
FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

The Commission has dete*mined not to prepare an environmental impact
statemert for the proposed exemption amencment.

Based upon the foregoing environmenta) assessment, we conclude that the
proposed actfon will not have @ significant effect on tie quality of the human
environment,

For further detail)s with respect to this action, see the request for the
exemption amendment datea February 19, 1890, as supplemented June 11, 1990, and

December 5, 1990, which are available for public inspection at the Commission's



.s.

Public Document Room, 2120 L Street, NW., kashington, DC and at the local

public document room, Mouston-Love Memoriel Library, 212 W, Burceshaw Street,

Dothan, Alabama 36302,
Dated at Rockville, Maryland, tnis 1st day of February 1961,
FOR THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

Original Signed By:

Ronnie M, Lo, Acting Director
Froject Directorate 1[+]

Divisiorn of Reactor Frojects 1/11
Uffice of Nuclear Feactor kegulation
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