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POLICY ISSUE

January 19, 1994 (InformatiOn) SECY-94-013

F,_0R : The Commissioners

FROM:
'

James M. Taylor, Executive Director for Operations
1

SUBJECT: CANCELLATION OF NEA REQUEST FOR NRC PARTICIPATION IN |

CHERNOBYL SARCOPHAGUS MEETING
, ,

| On December 23, 1993 (by SECY 93-354) the staff requested a Commission
decision as to whether the NRC staff should be represented at a Nuclear Energy
Agency organized meeting in Kiev on March 14-18, 1994, concerning the
environmental and radiation safety criteria that should guide remedy of the
deterioration of the Chernobyl sarcophagus.

Subsequently, in accordance with Commission direction, the staff notified the
NEA of its intent to send a representative to a planning meeting which was to
be held in Kiev in early February 1994, noting that there had been no
determination whether there should be NRC participation beyond that planning
meeting.

We have now been notified by the NEA that their plans for organizing a
March 1994 meeting -- and the associated planning conference with the
Ukrainian authorities in February -- have been cancelled. A meeting called
unilaterally by the Ukrainian authorities and insufficient interest by NEA
member countries were cited by the NEA as reasons for the cancellation. The
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The Commissioners 2

pertinent telefaxes are enclosed. In view of the NEA's disassociation from
organization of the sarcophagus conference, the NRC staff does not plan to
pursue participation.

D\ $kf .<
'

mesM.T,4)or'' xecutive lirector
I for Operations

Enclosures:
1. Telefax, K. Stadie, NEA, to

E. Beckjord et al., NRC
January 14, 1994,

2. Telefax, N. Steinberg, Ukrainian !

State Committee for Nuclear and :

Radiation Safety, to K. Stadie, |

NEA, January 12, 1994. I

3. Telefax, E. Beckjord, NRC, to
,

K. Stadie, NEA, January 11, |
1994. I
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Le tktirwy-Saint Cornaln - 121xx21evatti des Ilts - F-92130 7scy-len-Fulimtux
Frunem

Fax. No. (33) (1) 45 24 21 10

TELEFAX

70/A : Mr. E. S. HPCIUCED
Dlumeter
office of helear Rcryllatnry Rencarda
IENRC

Fax.: + 1301492 3597 or 3585

Mr. R.M. HERREND
Dinxtor
off. ice of helcar &terial Sifoty and

Safeguardu
USHRC

Fax.2 4 1 301 504 2197

Dr. Ttussis NMRT
Dilectar
Of flce of Nuclair Ecuctor Regulation
IX200

Mrx.: + 1 301 492 3585

Dr. Carl J. PAIMGFRD
Dlxternr
Divisim) of IndutTtxlal and Marlical

Nuclear 111fety (DGE)
Offien of Mwilcar Mitarlal Safety mal

Safeguarths
ifMRC

atx.: + 1301504 2620
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Dr.11.J. PKrTPar rf L
Ixtuty Arv11stant. Secretary
Offico of Iknith WO
M! Departarmt of Energy

Pax.: + 1 301 903 34 45

Mr. J. tiAL52M*R
Dinx: tar, office of Exterial Relations
Offim of Civilian Ralimctive waste

mmsysemt.
tri Departament of mergy

Pag.: + 1 202 586 7259

UKI'IED SMTESCUurm c/ PAYS :

Klaun D. STADIE
FNCaf/ U R :

Ixvity nirn: tar
Rif ety axd Resfalnticx:
OFI2) Nuclear Faergr hjency

33.1.45.24.10.04TF242TrNH :

EEP. M). DI/S/81NO. PN2S :

14th &unny 1994
DNcs :
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2;ubject: C1wmnobyl Mcot-le,14th-19th anarch 19_94

/

Purther to nry telefax of 9th Docamber 1993 (ref.: al/S/2594) inviting
you to dcaignate experto to the above rnoeting, I should like to inform you of
scuo new develcirents which fundamentally alter the situation:

,

During the lent two to three months, we have repeatedly contacted the1.
Ukrainian authorities, trying to defino in vore detail the progranno and
organisation of the meeting and also informing them of the various actions
undertaken by the Agency.

We did not obtain any satiofactory ansvers to our repeated enquiries2.
over thin period but, instead, received yesterday the attached invitation to a
tmoting unilaterally organised on the Ukrainian side.

Intneiiate contacts with Mr. Steinberg led un to understand that the sane3.
invitation had been sent to a number of national organisations in OECD
countries.

In addition to those facts, we have to consider the response of our4.
Mesrber countries to our invitation, which was only partial and it also appears
that this issue does not enjoy a Ugh priority everywhere.

Under these circumstaneca, we do not see what useful rule the NEA couldS.
play in this af fair and we have theretore decided to dissociate oursolves frcra
the organisation of the meeting and have ecuuunicated thio decision to the
Ukrainian authorities.

a d.U/

a a Stadio

att.

c.c. Stcoring Ccn nittee for Nuclear Energy
National Delegitions to the OECD

,
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(ou) 2121004 (n!sht-tim) ,,

.

To: 66dleK.O.
~

From: Steinberg N.- .-

Deputy Olroctor Chairmen' -
.

|OECD/NEA -
.

'

Fax: 33 143 24-8500 i
-
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Pugu 6 Jr.ncary 12, 1994
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. Dont Mr. Stadie K.B.,
|-

.
t'

_ . . . .
-

-

- _ .
_

- - - _ _ _

I wouki like te Inform you that the Ukrafolan Ctc.to Cemmitteo for Nuofcor and ftadiation
. ,

Safoty (Uk.$CNRS) and the Ul:ninir.n M|rktry of Protec'on of the .Fopulation frornJ

Consequences of the Chernebyl Accident (M'nchomoby!) cro organtainD Symposium ,

,

8ARCopl4AG,US SAFETY 54 .
.

. Problems of Sarcophagus safety and
'

*

strategion for Redloaotive Wacto isolation

Tho Oym;m!wra willin hvid in icw, Ukrulna from March 1'J to 1U 1W4. -

,

^

I kintity invhc you to ocopm symb. fium your ergtr$1 ctJon !g part!c@tt!cn in me2

Orii.miu. .
'

Upon receipt of your propon! wo willIsus ofacialimiWi ns ta the pirticipents. i

P|asse find anchc.d thn r.ym,Witm Drn't Prgramma.

'

You cro welcomo to centset mo for vny further information.
' . .
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FAX T0: Klaus Stadie, Deputy Director
Nuclear Energy Agency, OECD'

Paris, France
'

Fax No.: 33-1-45-24-11-10
+

FROM: Eric S. Beckjord, Director
Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555
Phone: 301-492-3700

. Fax: 301-492-3597

SUBJECT: CHERNOBYL SARCOPHAGUS HEETING

:

At the December 1-2, 1993 CSNI meeting, you described plans for a trip to Kiev

in early February, to meet with Ukrainian officials and to discuss a proposed
March 14-18, 1994 meeting in Kiev concerning the environmental and radiation
safety criteria that should guide remedy of the deterioration of the Chernobyl ;

sarcophagus. You requested that a USNRC radiation protection expert be f

included among the three representatives to accompany you. The Commission has

agreed to send an NRC representative to the February planning meeting.

The Commission has not yet determined whether there should be NRC

participation in this activity beyond the February planning meeting. The

purpose of sending an NRC representative to this meeting is to determine more
specifically what scope of responsibility the CSNI Task Group will have and
what sort of advice will be expected from the Task Group. After hearing the
result of the planning meeting the Commission will decide whether or not NRC
will participate in the CSNI Chernobyl environmental and radiation safety
criteria task group.

i
The USNRC is providing assistance for operating reactor safety improvements to
the Ukraine, and is concerned that first safety priority should remain on
regulatory assistance to the operating reactors and not be diverted elsewhere.
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