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PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE PNO-Ill-91-03 Date Januar
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This preliminary notification constitutes FNKLY notice of events of POSSIBLE safety or
public interest sign.T4cance. The M armation is as initially received without
verification or evaluation, W ' basically all that is known by the Region III
staff on this date. -

Facility: Hutzel Hospital Licensee Emergency Classification
Detroit, Michigan General Emergency Site Area Emergency
FfOOW'|g Alert Unusual Event N/A X

License No. 21'03001-01

Subject: DIAGNOSTIC MISADMINISTRATION Wlin DOSE IN THERAPEUTIC RANGE

On January 16, 1991, a 37-year-old female patient received a 5 millicurie dose of
iodine-131 instead of the prescribed dose of 500 microcuries. The intended diagnostic
procedure was to evaluate a patient for a mediastinum mass. The nuclear medicine
technologist administering the procedure questioned the incoming requisition and
contacted the referring physician's assistant. The assistant, who is not a licensed
physician, indicated that he thought that the referring physician wanted an alternate
thyroid evaluation involving the 3dministration of 5 millicuries. The 5 millicuries
dosage was subsequently administered. The referring physician, however, subsequently
indicated he did not desire the alternate study and resulting higher dose.

The licensee has estimated that the patient's thyroid received a radiation exposure
of approximately 5,000 rads. This dosage is in the range of a therapeutic dose.

The patient had given birth to a baby two days before the procedure, but she is not
breast feeding the infant. The licensee has restricted the patient from any contact
with the baby to preclude unnecessary radiation exposure, This restriction will
continue until radiation levels have decreased to background levels.

The licensee has revised its procedures to require written approvals by an authorized
user just prior to iodine-111 oral administrations. It has also consulted an
endocrinologist for evaluation of the effects of the misadministration. The licensee
is evaluating the performance of individuals involved in this event.
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Region 111 (Chicago) will conduct a special inspection to review the circumstances of
tne misadministration, An NRC medical consultant has been retained to evaluate the
Case.

The State of Michigan has been notified. The information in this preliminary
notification has been reviewed with the licensee.

Region 111 received initial notification of this misodministration at 3:30 p.m. on
January 23, 1991, Additional information was obtained from the licensee on
January 24, 1991. This information is ct'rrent as of 1:30 p.m. on January 24, 1991,

R.|Caniano /N 2$d
CONTACT: J. G(obe

388-572: 388-5612

,

_ _ _ . . _ _ . _ _


