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Honorable John Rerrington
Secretary of Energy
Department of Energy
Forrestal Building

1000 Independence Ave., SW
wWashington, D.C. 20585

Dear Mr. Herrington:

The cleaaup of the damaged Unit II reactor at Three Mile
Island is unprecedented in breadth and scope and is of para-
mount importance to the continued well-being of the citizens of
central Pennsylvania, It is the first decontamination of a large,
commercial nuclear power plant, and since the accident nccurred
six years ago, the federal government has playr® an integral part
in that cleanup effort. Therefore, we are quite .chcerned adbout
the proposal currently under review tc decrease the federal
funding for research and development activities which are vital,
in our cpinion, to ensuring the safe isolation and disposal of
certain rad.oactive waste material at TMI, and the full under-
standing of the accident and means for preventing similar inci~
dents in the future.

It is our understanding that a proposal has been put forth
by your Department to the Office of Management and Budget calling
tfor a drastic reduction in R & D funding in fiscal year 1987, We
must stress that the Reagan Administration made a funding commit-
ment to the people of Pennsylvania in 1981 to ass'ist in the TMI
cleanup preogram, which we believe has significant R & D benefits

. to the entire nuclear and electric industry. The R & D program is
aimed at achievir: a thorough understand. ng of the accident at
TMI, thereby coniributing to further enhancement and information
retrieval relating to the operation, maintenance and safety of
nuclear reactors.:The cleanup effort is progressine on schedule
and thus, news of DOE's plan to decrease the level of R & D fund-
ing could not come at a more inopportune time as the critical
stages of the cleanup are upon ug.

The federal government's inv~ivement in the cleanup effort
is a major ingredient of the wcost¢ <hiaring plan initiated by Penn-
sylvania Governor Dick Thornburgh. Uw.er that plan, the utility
industry, the States of New Jersey ¢nd Pennsylvania, the owner of

TMI -~ General Public Utilities, and the federal government all g/‘b
share an interest an assisting with the cleanup.
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Because the federal government can bring certain unigue ex=-
periences to bear, and to the extent that it .an support research
of benefit to the nation as a whol:, President Reagan approved a
request tc the “ongress for $37 million in fiscal year 1982 for
DOE's R & D activities at TMI. We were led 10 believe that the
funding commitment which commenced in 1982 would be the beginning
of an effort that would continue unti) the cleanup was completed.
The Administration's support of a funding proposal for DOE's
multi-year involvement included an R & D segment expected to
total approximately $83 million, Thus far, the federal government
has contributed $50.5 million to that effort.

The struggle to clean up the damaged reactor at TMI has been
a long and arducus process. We expect the Department to live up to
itg comnitment, and we would greatly appreciate a reconsideration
of the budget proposal you have submitted for R & D funding for
fiscal year 1987,

Sincerely yours,
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] will provide a great deal of analysis to the infor mation in the documents
1 obtain from the NRC. | will match it with infor mation | obtain from other
cources, like personal interviews, and use ail that infurmation to write
comprehensive, truthful and objective book that will (11 teil the history of
the commercial nuclear industry before TMI (2) what happened during the
TMI accident in 1979, (3) what happened during the 10 years alter TMI
(such as the clean-up at TMI, the financial problems of the nuclear industry,
el¢) and (4) look at the future of nuclear power in light of concerns over
global warming

(3) Describe the nature of the specific activity or rescarch in
which the sagency records will be used and the specific
qualifications the requesier posses3es 10 utilize information for
the intended use in such a way that it will contribute to public
understanding,

| plan 10 use the NRC recurds (o write a definitive history for the general
public of the Three Mile 1¢lang nuclesr accident of 1979 and its impact on
the world The book wiil describe the events leading o the accident the
accident itself. w hat happened at TMI and to the nuclear industry in (he |0
years that follosed, and » hat the furire might hold for nuclear power in
light of conv=c=s over glob ! warming

| have contiserable erperience in making complel scientfic of techmcal
cjories acces&yale and interesting 1o the genéral public My lirst book, {nscen
Dinger: A Trageds of Feople, (overnaent and the (eniralia Mine fire
(University o Pennsylvania Press 15861 required me 1o make a comples
geclogical prot.em understandable (0 peopie who vere nol in most cases,
geologists or scientists The reviews my book received, one of wWhich s
included, testify \o my success in carrying that out

[ covered the nuclear energy beat for an area newspaper for aboul 1wo
years, and acquired a working knowledge of nuclear terminology and
procedures If there was something [ did not understand about sowething |
had read, | s'ould call an expert who could help me | would do the =ame «f
there was sowething | did not understand in the decuments | seek in this
FOIA request

4. Describe the likely impact oa the public's understanding of
he subject as compiared to the level of understanding existing
prior to disclosure,



No comprehensive, definitive history has been weitten of the TMI
accident that includes all the important events that preceded it and what
happened 1o GPU and the nuclear industry in the years thal followed

My bock will be more than just a simple retelling o4 the TMI accident |
will place the accident in the content of the rise and 'perhaps) fall of
commercial nuclear power in the US. and world,

| intend for my book to be the ane people pick up at the library in years
1o copre when they want to know the who-what-why-when-and-where of
ane of the more significant technical, business and hisi>ic events of the late
20th centuzy 1t will distill the important infor mation from tne tens of
thoveands of government documents perlaning 10 TM1 jssued between 1568
and 1991 for 1992), technical papers written by scientists, and the many
oiher scurces of infor mation into one good bock.

(5) Descridbe the size and nature of the the public to whose
understanding a contribution will be made.

This bock is being writlen for (he general reading public--the average
man o weman who does pot work for the NRC or the Department of Energy
or the nucizar industry and s ho 1y pically would only receive information
about TMIfrom a book acquired at a ibrary or bockstore, | would estimate
thit 1o be quite afarge, diverse group

(6) Detcribe the inleoded means of dissemination to the public.
A book

(7) Indicate if public access to information will te provided
free of chacge of provided for an access fee or publication fee.

Readers will be able 10 borrow the book free of charge at public libraries

(8) Describe any commercial of private inlerest the requester
or any other party has in the agency records sought,

| have no commercial or privaie interest in the NRC documents sought in
this request They will be used exclusively for research for my book and will
not be sold.

(4)(1) How the subject of the requested agency records
concerns the operations or activitics of the Covernment.



It has been the duty of the NRC to regulate the US nuclear indusiry, and
10 make ture that vuliies take proper steps after sccidents These
documents relate directly 10 regulatory actions talen by the NRC after the
worst US nuclear accident.

(d)(2) How the disclosure of the information is likely to
conleibute to an undecstanding of Covernment operations or
activities,

The documents will be veed in a book avout the TMI accident and )1s
impact on the sorld RezZers of the book wil, come 1o understand the role of
the NRC in supervis'ng the US nuclear indusiry

(d)(3) If disclosure of the requested information is likely (o
contribute to public understanding.

To the best of my bncwiledge, no definitive history has been writlen
about the TM1 accident, and none of the books written about TM] «ay
anyihing about the evenis that followed it. The decuments | requested will
enable me to describe the unique funding arrangecent of the TMI clean-up.
and especially the poloy debates that preceded it in betler detail than has
previously been availibie to the public

(d)(4) If discloture is likely to contribute significantly to public
understanding of Covernment operations or activities.

The documents will contribute significantly 10 2 general pudiic
understanding of the role of the NRC in regulating nuclear power, and of how
the federal government and nuclear industry responded 10 the waorst Us
commercial puclear acciZzent My book will either te considered a post-
moctem on the nuclear i~dustey or a history of its first stage. In either case,
the TMI accident and the events which preceded and follewed it will educate
the public on the necessity of safety, and of what can happen when nuciear
safely fails And f nuclear power gels a new Jease on Jue because of glabal
war ming. my book will be seen as a primer of mistakes to avoid the second
time around.

(d)(S) If, and the extent to which, the requester has a
commercial interest that would be furthered by the disclosure of
the requested agency records.



| anticipate recciving royaltics on the book, perhaps in four or five years.
However, there 18 no guarantce | will make any profit on the book. It is often
ca)d thal mogt authors would make more money by spending the tame
amount of time working in a fast food restaurent. My lirst book, (bseea
Danger, received favoradle reviews, including in The New York Times was
purchated for many libraries, and earned me enough royalties 1o buy a nice
coat, which [ still bave. | hope this beok will do better, bul one can never
tell.

(d)(6) If the magnitude of the identified commercial interest of
the requester is sufficiently large, in comparison with the public
interest in ditclosure, that disclosure is primarily in the
commerciel interest of the requester,

At | have stated, the documents siull be vsed in a deflinitive Pistary of the
TMI accident and its npact on the world | anticipate teceiving royalties,
but | betieve the public interest in disclosure of the documents clearly
outweighs any minimal commercial tenelit to myself

The public has an especially signficant interest in this issve becavse of
the global warming problem Nuclear power production emits only a uny
fraction of the carbon dictide emitted by a conventional power plent
burning fossil fuels TMI and the nuclear safely issue remains a roadblaek in
the public mind (o greater use of nuclear power, however, and unless the
public it given all the facis, about 1seues great and small it canaol make an
infof med decision

Il any of the requested documents are already in the public dacument
foom, please enture (and let me know ) that they are alsoin the lccal pudbli¢
document room in Harrisburg.

1hank you for your consideration

Sincerely,

e ot

Pavid Dekok
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