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MEMORANDUM FOR: Ben Hayes, Director
Office of Investigations

FROM: ThomasM. Roberts ( a

SUBJECT: GAP ALLEGATIONS CONCERNING TMI CLEAN-UP -

This memorandum is written for the purpose of confiming the request
made of you by telephone on Friday that you provide the Comission with
a list of those investigations which will be affected, either by
deferral or otherwise, by Ol's establishmeret of a task force to
investigate GAP's allegations. I would like to receive this information
as soon as it is available.

cc: Chairman Palladino
Comissioner Gilinsky
Commissioner thearne
Commissioners Asselstine
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Honorable John Herrington
Secretary of Energy
Department of Energy
Forrestal Building
1000 Independence Ave., SW
Washington, D.C. 20585

Dear Mr. Herrington
,

The cleanup of the damaged Unit II reactor at Three Mile
Island-is unprecedented in breadth and scope and is of para-
moun t importance to the continued well-being of the citizens of
central Pennsylvania. It is the first decontamination of a large,
commercial nuclear power plant, and since the accident occurred
six years ago, the federal government has played an integral part
in that cleanup ef fort. Therefore, we are quite ucacerned about
the proposal currently under review to decrease the federal
funding for research and development activities which are vital,
in our opinion, to ensuring the safe isolation and disposal of
certain radioactive waste material at TMI, and the full under-
standing of the accident and means for preventing similar inci-
dents in the future.

It is our understanding that a proposal has been put forth
by your Department to.the Office of Management and Budget calling '

for a drastic reduction in R & D funding in fisecl year 1987. We
must_ stress that the Reagan Administration made a funding commit -,

-ment to the people of Pennsylvania in 1981 to ass'ist in the TMI
cleanup program, which we believe has significant R & D benefits

, to the entire nuclear and electric industry. The R & D program is
aimed- at achieving a thorough understanding of the accident at-
TMI, thereby contributing to further enhancement and information
retrieval relating to the operation, maintenance and safety 'of
nuclear reactors..The cleanup effort is progressing on schedule
and .thus, news of DOE's plan to decrease the level of R & D f und-
ing could not come at a more inopportune time as the critical
stages of the cleanup are upon us.

'The federal . government's invnivement in the cleanup ef fort '
is_a major ingredient of the cost-tharing plan initiated by Penn-
sylvania Governor Dick Thornburgh, Vnder that plan, the utility.

industry, the States of New Jersey and Pennsylvania,,the owner of
TMI -- General Public Utilities , and the federal government all yj1
share an interest in assisting with the cleanup. v//
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Because the federal government can bring certain unique ex-
periences to _ bear, and to the- extent that it can support research
of benefit to the nation as a whola, President Reagan approved a
request tt the Congress for S37 million in fiscal year 1982 for
DOE's 3 & D activities at TMI. We were--led- to believe that the
funding commitment which commenced in 1982 would be the beginning
of an ef fort that would continue until the cleanup was completed.
The Administration's support of a funding proposal for DOE's
multi-year involvement included an R & D segment expected to
total approximately S83 million. Thus far, the federal government
has contributed $50.5 million to that effort.

1

The' struggle to clean up the damaged reactor at TMI has been
a long and arduous process. We expect t.he Department to live up to'
its commitment, and we would greatly appreciate a reconsideration
oftthe budget proposal you have submitted for R & D funding for
fiscal year 1987.

.

Sincerely yours,
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David NKok
) 1 J l'onoy Street
Harrisburg. Pa.17104
May 7,1990

Director Ut[00MOfINIO:.'.T
Division of Freedom of Information m REQUEST

iOA*Sfe of.ad i s rati n and Resources Management
Nuclear Regulatory Commission ( 2 c d @ /,. G / f - g
W asnington. D C. 20555

Re freedom of Infor mation request

Dear Sir or Madam:

Pursuant to the freedom of Infor mation Act,I would like copies of all
documents in NRC files pertaining to the funding agree ment for the clean up
and defueling of the damaged Unit 2 reactor at the Three Mile Island nuclear
plant.

,

This agreeccent was proposed in July 1980 by then Gov. Dick Thornburgh
of Pennsylvania and subsequently negotiated among the NRC. Department of
Energy, Department of justice, the White House. and General Public Utilities,
owner of the TMI plant.

Pursvant to the freedom of infor mation. I request both ' representative of
_

the news media' status, a category also open to establ;shed freelance writers.
.and a public interest waiver of all search and copying fees. I will now
provide the infortnation requested of waiver applicants in 10 CFR 9 41(b)(c)

= & (d).

(1) Describe the purpose for which tbc requester intends to use
lhe requested infor ra ation.

The documents will be used in preparation of a definitive history of the
Three Mile Island nuclear accident and its impact on the world.

(2) Explain the extent to which the requester till en set and
analyte the substantive content of the agency rc ord,

t
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1 vill provide a great deal of analysis to the infor mation in the dccuments
I obtain frotn the NRC. I will rnatch it with information I obtain frotn other
sources,I!ke personal interviews, and use all that information to write a
comprehensive, truthful and cbjective bcok that will:(1) tell the history of
the commercial nuclear industry before Thil;(2) what happened during the
TMl accident in 1979,(3) what happened during the 10 years after TMI
(such as the clean up at TMI, the financial problems of the nuclear industry,
etc.), and (4)Icok at the future of nuclear power in light of concerns over
global war ming.

(3) Describe the nature of the specific activity or research in
which the agency records vill be used and the specific
q'ualifications the requester possasses to utilite information for
the intended use in such a vay that it vill contribute to public
understanding,

I plan to use the NRC records to write a definitive history for the general
public of the Three Mile Islanu nucien accident of 1979 and its impact on
the world The bcok will describe th( events leading to the accident. the
accident itselt s hat happened at TMl and to the nuclear industry in the 10
years that followed, and what the fe">re might hold for nuclear p<.wer in
light of concar s over gict 4 war ming.

I have consuerable elperience in m aking compiel scienttfic or technical
stories accessiale and interesting to the general pubhc My fitst book. I'svenn

DJMer: A TrJieq of fbyVe. G)s erntent and Me &ntrana MRie Are
(University M FennFylv3Tua Press 198M required Ge to r03ke a Comple]
geological prob.ern understandable to reople who were not. in most cases,
geoltgists or scientists The reviews ray book received, one of which is
included, testify to (ny success in carrying that out.

I covered the nuc| ear energy beat for an area newspaper for about two
years, and acquired a working knowledge of nuclear terminology and
procedures. If there was something i did not understand about sottething I
had read,I would call an eJpert Who Could help me. I would do the same if
there was something i did not understand in the dccuments I seek in this
FO! A request.

4. Describe the likely impact on the public's understanding of
he subject as compared to the level of understanding existing

prior to disclosure.
.

2
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- No comprehensive, definitive history has been written of the TMl
' accident that includes all the important events that preceded it and what
happened Ic GPU and the nuclear industry in_the years that followed.

.My bock will be more than just a simple retelling cf the TMl accident. l
= will place the_ accident in the context of the rise and /perhaps) fall of-.

commercial nuclear power in the U.S. and world.
.

,

1. intend for my bcok to be the one people pick up at the library in years
to come when they want to know the who what-why when-and where of
one of the more significant technical, business and hir.N c events of the latei

'20th centuy. It will . distill the important information from the tens of
thousands of government dccuments pertaining to TMIissued between 1968

*

and 19911or'1992), technical papers written by scientists, and the many
other sources of infor mation in.to one g:od bcok. ;

(5) Describe the site and nature of the the public to whose
_

understanding a contribution vill be roade. ,

This beck is being written for the seneral reading public the average
man or wcman who does not work for the NRC or_ the Department'of Energy
or the nuclear industry and who typically would only receive inforruation. ,

about IMI from a bcok acquired at a libr ary or boekstore. I would estimate. q

-this to be quite a large, diverse group

L(6) Describe the intended means 'of dissemination'to the public. q
.

A bcoki
~

- r

(7) !'adicate if.pdblic access to infor mation will be provided
free of charge or provided for an access fee or pubfication fee. |

'
.

Readersvill be able to b'orrow the book free of charge at public libraries |- a

-(8) Describe any; commercial or private interest khe requester:^

or any.other party has in the agency records sought;
g

i have no commercial or. private interest in=the' SRC documents sought;in
.this request. They will be used exclusively for research for my book and will i

!- n'ot be sold.

(d)(l)Lilov the subject of the requested agency records
concerns the operations or-activities of the Government.

J -

'
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it'has been the duty cf the NRC to regulate the US nuclear industry, and 1
!lo make sure that utihties take proper steps after accidents These

documents relate directly to regulatory actions talen by the NRC af ter the i

worst-U.S nuclear accident. |

(d)(2) Flow the disclosure of.the infor mation is likely to
.

contribute to an understanding of Government oper'ations or.
,

activities.

The documents will be used in a book about the TMI accident and its
irnpact on the world. Readers of the bcot vil. come to understand the role of-
the SRC in supervising the U S. nuclear industry.

(d)(3) lf disclosurc ~of the requested inform ation is likely to,
contribute to public understanding. 1

To the best of my i nerledge, no definitive history has been written :

about the TMI accident, and none of the bcoks written about TMI say
anything about the events that followed it. The dccutnents 1 requested will& ,

enable me to deteribe the unique funding arrangement of the TMI c:ean up; ,

and especially the_ pclicy debates that preceded it,in better detail than has ,

- previously been avaiht:e. to the public.
. .

(d)(4) If disclosure is likely to contribute significantly to public :

understanding of Government operations or activitics. .

The dc<uments will contribute significantly to a general public

M . understanding of the ro|e of the NRC in regulating nuclear power, and of how-
the federal government and nuclear industry responded to the worst U S.
corn mercial nuclear accident. My bcok;will either te considered a post- .

mortem on the nuclear industry or a history of its fitst stage. in either case,
'the TMl accident and the events which preceded and followed it will educate- |

6 the public on the necessi;y of-safety; and of what can happen when nuclear i

safety fails And if nuclear power gets a new lease on life because of global3 ,

war ming, my book will be seen as a primer of rnistakes to avoid the second'a
time around.

~

-(d)(3) If, and the c2 tent to which, the requester has a-
T commercialinterest that would be' furthered by the disclosure of

the requested agency records.
4

-

4
1

!
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- I anticipate receiving royalties on the bcok, perhaps in four or five years.

However, there is no guarantee I will make any profit on the bookilt is often -
4said that roost authors would make more money by spending the same-

amount of tirne working in a fast fcod restaurant. My first bcok, Unseca
Bger, received favorable reviews, including in IhsEtylor1Jimn was; a

purchased for many libraries, and eatned me enough royalties to buy'a nice#

coat, which I still have. I hope this bcok will do better, but one can never
tells

(d)(6) If tbc magnitude of the identified commercial interest ofm .

the requester 'is sufficiently large,in comparison with the public
interest in disclosure, that disclosure is priroarily in the
commercial interest of tho' requester.

|

As I have stated, the dceuments vill be used in a definitive h; story of the
T,MI accident and its iupact on the world. I anticipate ieceiving royalties,
but l believe the public interest in disclosure of the dccuments clearlyr

outweighs any minimal commercial benefit to myself.

The public has an especially signdicant interest in this issue because of'

the globaJ watming problem. Nucleat pcwer production emits only a tiny- ;
"

1ftaction of the carbon-dioIide emitted by a conventional power plant-.
burning fossil fuels TMl and the nuclear safety issue remains a roadblcck in'
the public mind to greater use of nuclear power, however, and unless the
public is given all the f acts, about issues great and small. it cannot make an
infor med decision.

-lf any:of the requested dccuments are already in t.he public dccument
rcom, please ensure (and let me know) that-they are alsoin the k<al pub _lic.

.
dc<ument rcom in Harrisburg.*

,

,

lhank you for your consideration.
r-

.

Sincerely.
_-

c' ~ a[
ITavid DeKok

8
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