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MEMORANDUM FOR: C. E. Alderson, Director, ES

FROM: J. Y. Vorse, Acting Director, OI:RII

SUBJECT: IMPROPER LABORATORY PRACTICES

FACILITY: GE Wilmington

DATE ALLEGATION
RECEIVED: August 28, 30, and 31, 1982

INQUIRY: 202-014/F

CAEE NO. None

A Special Inspection was conducted by the MC&A branch

the results of which are outlined in the enclosure. Based

on their findings, it appears there is no further OI interest.

.m.fJames Y. Vorse .

Enclosure: As Stated

cc w/o encl:
J.P. O'Reilly, ORA
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COMMEN15 CONCERNING ALLEGATIONS MADE AT GENERAL ELECTRIC

Two allegations were made: (1) that one enrichment analyzer (EA) No. 14 was not

tagged out prior to calibration, and (2) that multiple counts of the RIP-005

(3.978) st.ndard had not been run to deterrrine a minimum isotopic uranium count

limit for the (EA).
*
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lin response to the aforementioned allegations, it was determined f rom an
I

,$ examination of gamma spectroscopy verification / calibration and laboratory

maintenance data for the period August 19-25, 1982, that on enrichment analyzer,

No. 14 was out-of-service August 19 at 10:00 a.m. until August 20 at 11:21 a.m.,

during which time a new detector was installed and the unit repeaked by the

Technical Engineering Support Group af ter allowance for a 24 hour burn-in time

for the detector, as required by a written procedure.

.

In addition to verification / calibration requirements, the procedure states that

the RIP-005 standard be counted six times or more in successioc, or counting the

standard by running the calibration in order to determine a minimum isotopic

uranium count limit. The latter technique was used by the licensee and measure-

ments of the RIP-005 standard began on August 20, at 10:21 p.m. and was completed

on August 21, at 7:50 a.m. in which at least two attempts were made to analyze

cata on EA No,14 prior to rederiving the rinimum uranium isotopic count limit,

(the licensee's procedure does not address the sequence in which the minimum

t _ _ _ _ . _ _ _ - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - - - - _ _ _ - ..



.., ..

*

} <]: ., ...,

.

5'
2

cosnt limit reaerivation and ,ystem calibration are to be run). From August 20,

at 11:21 p.m. until August 25 at 2:10 a.m. the unit was placed in and out-of-

service several tinies, however none of the data f rom EA No.14 was used f or

accountability purposes for the period examined.

.. ..: Lt .- k /. _ __

ohn Bates
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John Sabados
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