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Docket No. STN 50-482/90-39
License No NPF-42
EA 91-003

Wolf Creek Nuclear Operating Corporation
ATTN: Bart D. Withers

President and Chief Executive Of ficer
P.O. Box 411
Burlington, Kansas 66839

Gentlemen:

SUBJECT: NRC INSPECTION REPORT 50-482/90-39

This letter refers to the special inspection conducted by Mr. M. E. Skow and
Ms. L. L. Gundrum of this office from December 23, 1990, through January 7,
1991. The inspection included a review of activities authorized for your Wolf
Creek Generating Station facility. At the conclusion of the inspection, the
findings were discussed with those members nf your staff identified in the
enclosed report.

Areas examined during the inspection involved the onsite followup of an event
that was identified at the Wolf Creek Generating Station on December 23. 1990.
The event involved both safety injection pumps being declared inoperable in
Mode 1 because of a blocked recirculation line from the pumps to the refueling
water storage tank. The inspection consisted of selective examination of
procedures and representative records, interviews with personnel, and
observations by the inspectors. The inspection findings are documented in the
enclosed inspection report.

Based on the results of this inspection, one apparent violation was identified
and is being considered for escalated enforcement action in accordance with the
" General Statement of Policy and Procedure for NRC Enforcement Actions"
(Enforcement Policy),10 CFR Part 2 Appendix C (1990). The apparent violation
involves the failure to meet Technical Specification 3.5.2 operability
requirements for the emergency core cooling subsystems, specifically the safety
injection pumps, during plant operations. Accordingly, no hotice of Violation
is presently being issued for this inspection finding. In addition, please be
advised that the number and characterization of apparent violations described
in the enclosed inspection report may change as a result of further NRC review.

An enforcement conference to discuss this apparent violation has been scheduled
for January 30, 1991, at 1 p.m. (CST) in the Region W office. The purposes of
this conference are to discuss the apparent violation, its cause and safety
significance; to provide you the opportunity to point cut any ermrs in our
inspection report; to provide an opportunity for you to present your proposed
corrective actions; and to discuss any other information that will help
determine the appropriate enforcement action in accordance with the Enforcement |
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Policy. You will be advised by separate correspondence of the results of our
deliberations on this matter, No response regarding the appareht violation is'

required at this tirne,
r

In accordance with 10 CFR 2.790 of the WRC's " Rules of Practice." A copy of
this letter and its enclosure will be placed in the NRC Public Document Room.

sincerely,,

Samuel J. Co1Mns. Director
Division of Reactor Projects*

Enclosure:
'

Appendix - NRC Inspection Report
50-482/90-39 w/Attachnent

cc w/cnclosure:,

ATTN: Gary Boyer, Pl ut Manager
P.O. Box 411
Burlington, Kansas 66839

,

Shaw, Pittman, Potts & Trowbridge
ATTN: Jay Silberg, Esq.
1800 M Street, NW-

Washington, D.C. 20036
,

Public Service Conmission !
ATTH: Chris H. Rogers, P.E.

Manager. Electric Departmsnt
P.O. Box 360

!

Jefferson City, Missouri 65102
,

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Comission
ATTN: Regional Administrator, Region 111
799 Roosevelt-Road 'Glen Ellyn, Illinois 60137 ,

Wolf Creek Nuclear Operating Corp.
ATTN: Otto Maynard, Manager'

Regulatory Services
P.O. Box 411.

Burlington, Kansas 66839
.
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Kansas Corporetion Connission,

, ATTN: Robert Elliot, Chief Engineer ,.

.

Utilities Division q
"4 '

4tif floor - State Office Building
Topeka, Kan at 56012 1571

Office of the Covern9rn
' State of Kansas
k Topeka, Kansas 3661i

,

: Attorney General . ,

L it.t Floor - The Statthoc'* .

Topeka, Kansas 666*12t
!

Chai n My Coun2 Comission '

4

Courthease JCoffey>

Burli,,gton, kanses 66839 i
..
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Kat''s Department of Health,

and Environment
: Bureau.of Air Quhh/ ? Radiation
I Control

'
,

|{ ATTH: Gerald A11m, Pubb
i H$stth Phfrscist

. Division of fr/1rona it3~ 'Forbes Fiehl Duilding 321; .

~ , Topeka, Kansat 66620 a
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