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' Northom States Power Company
.

414 Nicohet Mall
Minneapous, Minnesota 55401 1927
Telephone (612) 330-5500

January 16, 1991 10 CFR Part 50
Section 50.73

U S Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Attn: Documer Fontrol Desk
Washington, DC _

PRAIRIE ISLAND NUCLEAR CENERATINC PLANT
Docket Nos. 50-282 License Nos. DPR-42

50 306 DPR 60

Discovery That Filter Testing Requirements Are Not
Beinn Het Due to Personnel Oversicht in Developing Procedures

The Licensee Event Report for this occurrence is attached.
I

Please contact us if you require additional information related to this event.

l .

YlW Y/
Thomas M Parker
Manager
Nuclent Support Services

c: Regional Administrator Region III, NRC
NRR Project Manager, NRC
Senior Resident Inspector, NRC
MPCA

Attu: Dr J W Ferman
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aastaicr aga,ggg .g upgoTEWEEr'd"at 100% power. A quality assurance audit
*had been performed to evaluate compliance with selected Technical

Specifications, Ventilation filter testing specifications require that tests
"...be performed at least once per operating cycle, or once every 18 months
whichever occurs first, or af ter every 720 hours of system operation or
following painting, fire or chemical release in any ventilation zone

i

communicating with the system that could contamir. ate the ilEPA filters or I

charcoal adsorbers." The audit verified that routine tests were being ,

conducted each operating cycle, and that procedures. existed to address testing |

af ter painting, but revealed that no means existed to insure testing was done |
". . .af ter every 720 hours of system operation or follnwing fire or chemical i
release...." The audit showed that the 720. hour limit was exceeded without i

attendant testing on both the Shield Building Ventilation and Spent Fuel Pool
Special Ventilation Systems.

Cause of the event was oversight by those system engineers charged with
developing testing procedures to satisfy the surveillance requiremer, s. o f
Technical Specificatior.s. |

|

Procedure revisions h ue been initiated to address the p.e: for special
tes*ing. I
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-EVENT DESCRIPTION '

On December 18, 1990 both units were at 100% power. _A quality assurance audit
'

had been performed to evaluate compliance with selected Technical
~

Specifications. - Ventilation filter testing specifications require that tcsts
"...be performed at least once_per operating cycle, or once every 18 months
whichever occurs first, or af ter every 720 hoers of system operation or
following painting; fire or chemical release in any ventilation zone

. communicating with the system that could contauinate the llEPA filters or
~ '

charcoal adsorbers." ~ The audit veriifed that routine tests were being
conducted'ench operating cycle, and.that ptreedures existed to address testing.
af ter painting, but revealed that no means existed to insure -testing was done =
"...after every|720 hours of system oporation or following firo or chemical
release . . ." 1 Affected filter (EIIS Compones Identifier: FLT) systems are in
the Shield-Building Ventilation System, the Auxiliary Building special
Ventilation System, #- 'ontrol RoG,'N ial Vestilation Systom'and the_ Spent

. Fuel'' Pool |Special Va' . ~ ion System. The audit showed that the 720 hour-

L11mit was- exceeded without-attendant testing _ on both the -Shield Building
Ventilation and. Spent;ruel Pool Special Ventilation Systems.'

CAUSE OF THE EVENT

Cause of L the event was eversight by'those system engineers charged with
, > developing testing procedures:to satisfy the surveillance requirements of-

-Tochnical-Specifications. Procedures do exist to ' address the concern of paint
' contamination of ventilation filters; however, there are-no procedures
addressing testing-following 720 hours-of_ operation, or following a fire or.

ichemical: release.

fM 6t!ALYSIS OF THE EVEET -

' LAlthough procedures dic' not exist to address testing following a fire 'or
C |chemient release,La records review indicates that-no violations resulted from

this oversight. Records of operating hours of the subject fans are not. ,;
tall inclusive,-but the records do show several instances in the early-1980's _)

s - of oper-" inn of Efans in the Shield Building Ventilation System (1 instance) j
and S e - Juel Pool Special Ventilation System (8-instances) -in excess of 720
hours <? . no attendant filter testing-performed. Therefore, Technical- 1)

-Specifications 4i4 B 4.a_and 4.15.B.1 were violated, and this event is.

. reportable _ pursuant to 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(1)(B). Charcoal efficiency testing of-
these filters._done each operating cycle shows that, even though special.
testing'wa's not done, filter efficiency was not degraded.
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CORRECTIVE ACTION '

An investigation was begun to determine if the lack of procedures resulted in
any actual Technical Specification violations. A records review indicates
that no violations have occurred regarding filter testing af ter fires or
chemical releases; however, the requirement to test after 720 hours of

. operation was violated in the case of the Shield Building Ventilation System
and the Spent Fuel l'ool Special Ventilation System.

Procedure revisions have been initiated to address the need for special
testing after 720 hours of operatiot,or after a fire or chemical release that
could contaminate the filters. Procedures addressing paint contamination of
-filters were already in place,

FAILED COMPONENT IDENTIFICATION

None,

PREVIOUS SIMILAR EVENTS

A recent similar event was reported as Unit 1 LER 1-90-18,
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