
RTI Inc.
) 105 LAKE DENM ARK ROAD, ROCK AWAY. NJ 07866,.

(201) 625.S@0 + FAX (201) 625 7820

August 30, 1989

Mr. Malcolm R. Knapp, Director
.ted States

aclear Regulatory Commission
Region 1
475 Allendale Road
King of Prussia, PA 19406

Subject: Enforcement Conference Report No. 030-07022/89-002

Dear Mr. Knapp:

Reference is made to your letter and enclosure of August 22,
1989, in which you included a copy of the above-referenced
Enforcement Conference Report. As you indicated in your letter,
no reply to your letter is required. We note that the
Enforcement Conference Report summarizes the conference which
took place on April 26, 1989. We understand that such reports
nust be in su mary fashion, however, we believe that certain
sections of the report, from our standpoint, require
supplementation or clarification. Accordingly, we request that
this letter be filed with the Enforcement Conference Report for
that purpose.

I.

The tiiiTrd and fourth sentences on page 3, of the report, state as
follows: "Once the problem was reported to the Radiation Safety
office, he took immediate action to ropair it. The 1iconsee
contends that the door was never opened without the use of the
required key and that no one gained access to the irradiator cell
without using tne required key to open the door."

RTI believes that a more complete summary of the Conference would
state as follows. The first two sentences of the paragraph would
remain the same. The following sentence, beginning with the
phrase "The licensee contends" should be changed to read: The
Licensco contended that inadvertent access through the door to
the irradiator cell could not occur. The licensee noted that the
door has two interlocks, the door latch and the 1imit switch both
of which were fully functional at all times. During the routine
audit of February 13, 1989, the doorknob was vigorously twisted
with the une of excessive force to intentionally test the
interlock system. As a result of this test the door opened, the

j source immediately dropped to the shielded position as required.
Operations were suspended pending corrective action.'
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Mr. Malcolm R. Knapp

The following statement on page 3 of the Inspection Report wasalso discussed:

"During the March 21 and 23, 1989, inspection, the inspector
learned that, on March 9, 1989, the licensee removed the 90
second start-up time delay (coll start-up key switch) and
installed a toggle switch for the purpose of continuing
irradiator operations "

There is an apparent misunderstanding that the 90 second start uptime delay was removed. This is in fact, incorrect, in that only
the mechanism for activating this time delay was changed from the
key switch to a toggle switch.

The following statement on page 4 of the Inspection Report was
also discussed:

"During the week of Februa ry 5, 1989 the operator again
experienced problems with the personnel access door lock
mechanism which affected the interlock. In this case, the
lock mechanism mal functioned such that it no longer provided
a positive lock to prevent inadvertent personral access to
the irradiator coll. This condition was such that anindividual could have opened the access door without the
irradiator key. The operator notified the RSO and the Plant
Superintendent of the problem."

i =

The Vice-President of Operations and Engineering stated that he
had - spoken with the operator in question, and that he was not
sure of whether the operator was " telling him what he wanted to
hear" but the operator indicated he had read the Inspection
Report and disagreed with the implications found therein.Marlene Taylor, llRC Inspector, stated that although she had
talked to other operators, she did not have an opportunity to
talk with the other operators about the personnel access door
matter.

Your cooperation with regard to this matter is appreciated.
Sincerely,

.

.

TaTda Isohn 1. a
President,

JtiS:jk
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MEMORANDUM

TO: John Scandalios
FROM: ' John D.Schlecht/ Plant Manager NJPTI
SUBJECT: System Problems on 8/12/89 and B/13/89
DATE: August 14, 1989

On August 12, 1989 I received a phone call from Dave Smith, the
shift supe rvi sor , at 8:00 PM. He informed me that he could not
get the system running and that he did not know what the problem
was. I arrived at 9:15 PM and assessed the situation. The
corputer was not allowing access through the keyboard. A nessage
was displaying " Unable to Complete Cperation". I reset the systen '

using the MCR (Master Control Relay) over the PLC. The system
rebooted. The display now indicated the system was at the seventh
index rather than the fourth index as displayed before reseting.
He confirned that the new display was correct by examining the
carriers in the cell.

When we attenpted to restart we continued to get an alarn
indicating CIA travel tined out. We attempted to fix the probler
but to no avail. He now continued to get " Carrier Missing at CI A''
ressages. I aborted the run at 10:11 PM. The system continued to
display the " Carrier Missing at CIA " ressage. We tried many
methods to fix the situation. I cancelled third shift at 1:30 AM.
Myself and Mr. Singleton resumed corrective action at 6:00 AM or
8-13-89. We removed all carriers from the cell and I manually
stroked the cylinders to their correct positions. Startup was
still not alicwed due to " Carrier Missing at CIA " alars. We
tested the cicresvitches at CIA and C1B us;ng a voltreter. All
switches tested 0.K., In order to further test the systen I
forced out this alart through output C143 in the Logic. This
allowed us to raise the source in a static mode. This step did
not cc: promise safety because the carrier missing switches are
not applicable to static runs.

We topped cf f g@f>@ using static dwells and manually moving
the carriers after tr. source dropped. All desiretry from
Osteonics was acceptable.

MIM was run the evening of B-13-89 in a static mode.

At 6:00 AM E-14-89 =yself and Mr. Singleton continued to work or
the probler. All limit switches for cylinders CIA and C1B were
replaced. I removed the " force" on output C143 (" Carrier Missing

at CIA ") of the program. All now appeared normal.

We ran the syster in an " Auto Test" Mode to ensure proper
functioning of the cylinders. All funtioned properly. We then
went up en an SIT and resumed normal cperations at 7:49 AM.

9:1
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The changing of the limit switches appears to have solved the
problem. The initial problem that Mr. Smith encountered involved
C1B, so this is logical. The loss of 3 indexes in the conputer
printout could have occured if the printer was inadvertandly shut
off.

All pertinent logs and printouts are attached for inspection.

L.D.$bN
dhn D. Schlecht
Plant Manager

C C '. S. O rM g
*
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