
- - ..

[pa*

UNITED STATES'g
3 s NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
g. y W ASHINoTON, o. C. 20%5

January 14, 1991,,,,,

.

The Honorable Lloyd Bentsen
United States Senator
961 Federal Building
Austin, Texas 78701

Dear Senator Bentsen:

I am responding to your letter to Mr. Dennis ibthbun, Director, Office of
Congressional Af fairs, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 6 mmin.ica (NRC), dated
December 11, 1990, requesting a response fron,the NRC to t o issuts raised by
your constituent, Ms. Betty Brink, in her November 20,199 letter to you on
behalf of the Citizens for f air Utility Regulatica (CFURT Ms. Brink expresses
CFUR's concern about Borg-Warner / International Pump loc. check valves installed
at the Comanche Peak Steam Electric Station (CPSES), Unit 1 and references
CFUR's November 18, 1990 petition to the NRC pursuant to 10 CFR 2.206 of the
Commission's regulations.

As pointed out by Ms. Brink, there have been 10 reactor trips and 4 Notifications
of Unusual Events at Comanche Peak Unit 1 since the license was issued on
February 8, 1990. All were handled properly by the licensee, and none of the
events represented a threat to the health and safety of the public. None of
the 10 reactor trips or 4 unusual events were caused by failure of Borg-Warner
check valves. At the time that one of the reactor trips occurred, the plant
was known to be experiencing a small amount of leakage through a Borg-Warner
check valve, which separates the auxiliary feedwater system from the main
feedwater system. The reactor trip itself, however, was caused by an unrelated
flow control valve closure. The minor leakage was being monitored and does
not affect the safety function of the valves. However, it does cause the
uperators to monitor for elevated temperatures at low power levels during plant
startups. This condition exists only during startups for a relatively short
period of time. The condition is alleviated when main feedwater is transitioned
from the startup bypass valve to the high power main feedwater flow path.
Although this condition is an operational inconvenience, the NRC has determined
that it does not present a safety problem. The licensee is evaluating potential
design alternatives for this system to eliminate this operational inconvenience.
The NRC is monitoring licensee actions and will evaluate the licensee's final
position on this matter when completed.

The NRC staf f previously evaluated the technical issues raised by Ms. Brink's
letter to you and CFUR's 2.206 petition to the NRC. The results of our
evaluations are contained in NRC inspection reports and in supplements to thee

staff's Safety Evaluation Report for CPSES Unit 1. The NRC is handling the
CFUR petition in accordance with its standard practices for addressing 2.206
petitions. We are in the process of preparing a reply to the petition
submitted by CFUR and we will provide you with a copy of this response when
it is issued. In addition, the Office of the Inspector General has been
provided a cnpy of the CFUR petition for whatever action it deems appropriate.
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I hope this has been responsive to your request. If I can be of further
assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,
Original Signed Byi

hmes W. Tafor
James M. Taylor
Executive Director
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